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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING


October 26, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.
Call to Order – The October 26, 2004 special Town Board meeting was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 10:05 a.m. 
Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence added “Tom Miller Issue” and Jess Hall added “Princeton Township Fire”, “Salt/Sand Shed”, “Blesi Fence” and “Fire Personnel Issue”.  
Appointment of Additional Election Judges for the November 2, 2004 General Election – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve five (5) additional election judges for the November 2, 2004 general election: Richard Gist, Cheryl Goetz, Elaine Maples, Leann Paananen and Quintin Reece.  Also, a Sherburne County error had omitted Krista Takemoto from the original list of trained election judges approved at the October 4, 2004 Town Board meeting. Ms. Takemoto was included in the list of additional election judges approved.  Motion carried.
Discuss Parking Lot Lighting – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving the rental of two (2) units for outdoor lighting for the November 2, 2004 general election with a maximum cost of $500.00 for both units.
Discuss Line Management – The Clerk discussed with the Town Board the practicality and safety of closing off for parking the front areas of both precincts.
Approve/Disapprove Cabinets for Fire Station – Jess Hall had received a quote from Crystal Cabinets in the amount of $2,759.27 for the cabinets (one-half off the original quote of $5,518.53) along with $1,450.00 for installation.  Grand total: $4,209.27.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he would like to encourage the fire department to get donations to cover the cost of the cabinets.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence to approve the cabinets and installation at a cost of $4,209.27 with 50% of the cost paid for by the Fire Fund and 50% paid for by the Capital Fund.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the money could be spent for equipment.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase and check with other installers and award if a lesser price than $1,450.00 is quoted or see if the fire department members can do the installation.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned why the Town Board was approving something that was not specific as there were still questions regarding how much it will cost to install.  She also stated that the fire department does not need the cabinets and only wants them.  Why aren’t they fundraising for them?  The fire department has their own budget.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the money the Township will pay would be better spent funding their relief association.   Rittenour stated that the cabinets have nothing to do with daily operations.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence revising his original motion putting a limit of $3,500.00 for cabinets and installation with the fire department paying half.  Motion carried with Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth opposed.  Motion carried.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Green Infrastructure Workshop, Wednesday, November 10th, 9 am-3 pm, Riverwood Inn, Monticello.  Preregistration is due October 29, 2004.  
Tom Miller Property – Bryan Lawrence informed the Town Board that a letter should be coming from Nancy Riddle, Sherburne County Zoning Administrator.  The County Commissioners are also looking at the situation.  The pond is 1-2 feet higher than Tom Miller’s elevation.  Jeff Dotseth suggested that the Township look at what the topos were prior to the development Miller Ponds going in.  Jess Hall stated that Jon Bogart’s big contention is that the water is going underground.  Tom Miller keeps insisting that if the pond was lowered his problem would be solved.  Jon suggests hydrologic studies to determine underground water flow.  
Princeton Township Fire – Bryan Lawrence stated that he had talked to John Moosburger, Princeton Township Planning Commission member.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she had talked to the Princeton Township clerk after their meeting and was told that they were impressed with the Fire Chief and Assistant Chief.
Blesi Fence – Eleanor Rittenour, Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall had met with Jon Bogart on site.  Jon suggested talking to attorney and have a letter written to the Blesi’s stated that the road has been maintained all these years by the Township and has a claim on the traveled portion of the road.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he feels there is plenty of roadway just that the corner lost the most property.  He suggested putting stop signs up as there is plenty of roadway to the south to handle the traffic flow.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that Jon Bogart had urged the Township to do something fast.  Jeff Dotseth questioned why the Township can’t shave the corner off.  Lester Kriesel agreed and suggested taking the peak off and making the road straight.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Township attorney, Clifford Lundberg, send a letter within the next ten (10) days.  The letter will request that the Blesi’s move their fence back off the traveled portion of the road back to the grass line and state that the Township is not liable for any damage to their fence.  The motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed.   
Salt/Sand Shed – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to have Jess Hall obtain quotes on adding 16 feet to the north side of the current maintenance garage to be used as a salt/sand shed and present the information to the Town Board for final approval/disapproval.  Motion carried.  

Fire Personnel Issue – Jess Hall stated that some firemen have informed him that the leadership is not operating by their standard operating procedures.  Officers had changed the election cycle from 1 year to 2 years.  Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence are the liaison for the department.  Jess had told the firemen to talk to either Jeff or Bryan.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the firemen should have their complaint put in writing to the Fire Chief and copies to Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth.  Jeff Dotseth stated that they need to talk to their leadership and suggested that a meeting be set up with the Fire Chief, Bryan Lawrence and himself.  Bryan Lawrence will contact the Fire Chief.    
Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:51 a.m.  Motion carried.  
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

