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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

April 5, 2005
Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene– The Baldwin Township regular meeting of April 5, 2005 was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.  The agenda was approved as presented.

Open Forum – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Department Report – Baldwin Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that there were 11 calls in the month of March.  After asking if Baldwin needed help from the fire department personnel for Clean-Up Day, Bryan Lawrence said that their assistance was more than welcomed.  Bennett asked if anyone might have donations for the fire department’s up-coming garage sale and car wash.  If so, the donations should be in by April 16th for pricing.  The monies raised will go for the Relief Association.  

Bennett also reported on the proposed communications tower. A tower would solve the problems with communications.  It was reaffirmed by Jess Hall that the original offer was no charge for our equipment and a payment to the township of $500 a month.  Further checking and information will be obtained.

Discuss Property Drainage Issues in Elk Lake Estates – Bob Gross, Bogart, Pederson & Associates, said a survey was done and that he met with William and Joyce Blesi concerning the fence line issue. (Photos were taken and are in the Blesi file).  The fence line issue is in litigation.  Gross said that the survey showed a discrepancy of east to west, not north to south.  Gross said a plan of action for drainage is to place a culvert and the Blesi’s are fine with the idea.  Surveying of the south side has been scheduled.  Bogart and Gross have a design for beefing up a retaining wall for drainage to the opposite side of the road.  The existing conditions are eroding around the retaining wall.  Gross said they are trying to keep on top of the drainage problems in the Elk Lake Estates area.  Brian Bumgarner spoke by saying he has beefed up the east side of his property to allow drainage to go down the driveway, although he put in 8 – 12 inches of class 5.  

Discuss Livonia Planning & Zoning – It was decided by the Baldwin Town Board to set up a special meeting to discuss planning and zoning issues.  It was stressed by Jess Hall that the Baldwin Board should make decisions and decide the direction that Baldwin is going.  Eleanor Rittenour agreed that good plans need to be put into place.  It’s a good tool overall for a better planned township, and would be a good guide for developers to follow.  The clerk is to set up a joint meeting.  It was discussed that Baldwin doesn’t necessarily need to involve Sherburne County or Zimmerman so as not to be influenced by the Comprehensive Plan of others.  Hall felt that Baldwin should keep moving ahead so it can become its own entity.  Eleanor Rittenour wondered if expert perceptions of MnDot, the County, etc. should be used, or could Baldwin sit down with its engineers and come up with the same conclusions?  Bryan Lawrence was not in favor of hiring, for big money, an expert since Baldwin doesn’t have the same transportation problems as Livonia.  Rittenour felt it would be a pulse of the whole community to have representatives of neighborhoods and diverse groups of people involved.

NEW BUSINESS:

Discuss Priority Concerns in Regards to Sherburne County Local Water Management Plan Update – According to Bob Gross the number one priority would be erosion control.  In Baldwin there is a lot of water in the lowlands due to construction and the weather in the last few years.  The discussion of priority concerns regarding Sherburne County local water management is to be put on Baldwin’s May Town Board agenda.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

John Dragich, Section 1, Home Business – John and Dorothy Dragich are looking into relocating their inventory for Dragich Auto literature.  The business is strictly conducted through mail order and Internet sales.  The business would be located in Section 1of Baldwin Township, Stone Sheep Crossing, Lot 2, Block 1 on 10.4 acres.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the home business of John and Dorothy Dragich with the following comments:  1) A Conditional Use Permit will not be issued until Certificate of Occupancy Issued, and 2) annual review.  Motion carried.

Transfer Lease at Freedom Auto – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the transfer of the lease at Freedom Auto since there were no representatives present.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Preserve at Baldwin, Request to Vacate Utility Easement, Lot 3, Block 3 – Preserve at Baldwin, Lot 3, Block 3 is a standard lot.  There is nothing to vacate.  No action taken by the Baldwin Town Board. 

Blakes Lakeview Addition, Section 25, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Blakes Lakeview Addition, Section 25, Preliminary and Final Simple Plat with the following comment:  1) Passed.  Motion carried.

Baldwin Strip Mall, Deer Trail 1st Outlots A & B, Preliminary Sketch – Joe Harding, Dolphin Development, presented a preliminary sketch to the Baldwin Town Board concerning a Baldwin Strip Mall in Deer Trail 1st, Outlots A & B.  Dolphin Development has met with the county with the concept of the 24,500-foot strip mall.  Comments from the Jeff Dotseth concerned the exterior aesthetics and Eleanor Rittenour stressed that guidelines would have to be followed.

Simple Property Split Sketch Plan – Mike and Kathy Adams would like to split off their property of 8.3 acres to construct a residential home care facility.  Their intention is to build a new home to care for up to 24 assisted living seniors.  It was recommended to apply for and have approval of a Conditional Use Permit.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the concept of the assisted living home, and its use, and to approve splitting the property.  The facility is not to exceed 24 residents and have access off of 104th Street.  Motion to approve the concept carried.  The Clerk is to type a letter for Mike and Kathy Adams regarding the context of Baldwin Town Board’s motion.

Sketch Plan, Section 18 – Jeremy Snow brought to the Baldwin Town Board for review a sketch plan of property adjacent to Whitetail Crossing.  He would like to do a simple split.  The Baldwin Town Board was favorable and told Snow to start the preliminary plat process.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Bryan Lawrence received a letter from UAP Timberland with information regarding a mosquito sprayer for a cost of $4,165.00.

Bryan Lawrence received a letter from Minnesota State Senator Betsy Wergin.  She enclosed a copy of a letter from Rodney Massey of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency dated December 17, 2002.  The letter states that the MPCA strengthens its position that Princeton Township and the City (of Princeton) should be jointly planning Sanitary Sewer and Wastewater Treatment Facilities.  The Clerk is to send a letter to Pease, and whoever else responded to Baldwin’s letter.    

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Discuss Park Issues – The Park Committee and the Baldwin Town Board will set a meeting to discuss what goals each have in mind.  The purpose is to show good faith, open up lines of communication, and share the visions of the Town Hall Park and the Kermit Young Park.  Eleanor Rittenour felt that perhaps the Park Committee is being too anxious, and that a master plan is needed.  It was discussed that maybe a modified version for the Town Hall Park is needed, and that the best use of a full fledge park would be the Kermit Young Park.  There was discussion about the Rails and Trails, and that the City of Princeton and the Township collaborate and work together by requesting funding from the state.  It was also mentioned that perhaps an ice rink could be created and maintained by the fire department.  Jess Hall will make a sketch plan of parks for the Baldwin area.

Discuss May Meeting with City of Princeton – It was stressed that Baldwin should reach out and really put issues on the table.  Jeff Dotseth and Jess Hall will put together a map.  A meeting with the Township attorney should be scheduled before the May meeting with the City of Princeton.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the payment of the bills totaling $1,230.48, checks numbered 9750 through 9751.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.  Motion carried.   

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Goetz

Deputy Clerk

Attendees:  John Dragich, Dorothy Dragich, Rachael Weidendorf, Megan Kats, Mike Adams, Kathy Adams, Jerry Smith, Jerry Smith, Nick Strandberg, Joe Harding, Brain Bumgarner, Jeremy Snow

