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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
October 4, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jess Hall, Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order – The October 4, 2004 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to remove item ‘a’, ‘Educate 477 Presentation’ under New Business.  Supervisor Hall explained that a public presentation was scheduled at the town hall on October 30 and that the citizens present did not come prepared for a half hour presentation on the school bond issue.  Eleanor Rittenour informed the Board that the presentation was to be only 15 – 20 minutes.  She felt that it should be presented to the Town Board.  She explained that it may appear to be partisan, but it really is not.  Rittenour further stated that she does not feel that a governmental body should be picking and choosing what is on the agenda.  Jess Hall maintained that if the Town Board cannot control the agenda, who can?  He personally feels that it is not appropriate for the 

Educate 477 presentation to be on the agenda.  Hall said that he has received calls from the general public asking why it was on the agenda and that this was not an appropriate arena.  Rittenour regrets that this issue will not be discussed. The motion carried with Rittenour opposed.

Jess Hall requested that “Blesi Fence” be added as item ‘i’ under New Business.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the regular meeting agenda with corrections.  Motion carried.
September Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $21,396.27, disbursements of $32,767.63, check numbers 9155 – 9221, leaving a balance of $328, 006.54.  

October Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,518.50, disbursements of $60,404.22, check numbers 9222 – 9298, leaving a balance of $270,385.41.  
Eleanor Rittenour wondered why there was a large balance of money in the account, and asked if it was more than last year.  Jeff Dotseth had a question about the 136th Avenue and 116th Street projects.  Jess Hall responded that we were waiting on word from Bauerly’s.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested that we should develop a contract with an established timeline.  Hall said that the excuse is that West Branch Construction did not get their work completed on time.  He also said that if we establish a timeline then the price would probably go up.  Rittenour said that maybe be should state that the work needs to be completed by November 15, or we would impose a fine.  Hall said that the Township would pay extra for this.  Rittenour said that she would check with other townships to see how they handle the same type of situation.

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy presented the August and September run reports.  It was reported that residents are concerned about ATV noise and the tearing up of driveways from dirt bikes.  The Deputy said that the County now has a grant for extra patrol.  ATV’s are prohibited from April 1 to August 1 and dirt bikes are strictly prohibited.  It was reported that Sherburne County is 2nd only to Anoka County for meth lab busts.  One of the County Commissioners is also promoting the county highway personnel to pick up political signs that are in the road right-of-way.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the following items on the consent agenda:

A. Approve the Town Board meeting minutes of September 7, 2004; and

B. Approve the Town Board meeting minutes of September 13, 2004.

The motion carried.
Open Forum – Sue Hix said that she has handouts for the residents present to for the Educate 477 presentation and urged them to attend the October 30th meeting.  She would be happy to answer anyone’s questions outside.  Carol Peterson said that she is disappointed in the Town Board in not wanting to hear what they had to say.  She also feels that the Town Board should know what is going on, and urged everyone also to attend the October 30th presentation since the purpose of the presentation is to inform the voters.  A presentation will be held at Fairway Shores on Thursday October 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel said that all the remaining road projects are ready and waiting for blacktop.

Fire Department Report – Mark Bennett reported that on Saturday October 9 there will be an open house from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  There will be water ball from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  The dance will start at 5:00 and last until midnight with keg beer.  There will be raffles with donated prizes on the hour.  There will also be 2 cars for extraction demonstrations.

Bennett also reported that the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department was at Marv’s True Value to represent Fire Protection month.  The forestry grant could be up to $5,000.00 this year.  They have received a $1,000.00 grant from Central MN EMS.  The department has hired three new firefighters as of October 1, 2004.  They had a drill with the City of Princeton on Tuesday September 28.  Eleanor Rittenour asked about the gas leak on 125th Street at Ray’s Auto Body.  Bennett, in answer to Jess Hall’s question, said that they are looking into purchasing adapters for hydrants and, in the meantime if needed they can borrow the city’s.

Park Committee Report – Sue Hix said that two Eagle Scout candidates will be working on the horseshoe pit and volleyball court this weekend.  There are four shown on grading plan, but they will be building only one.  They may have other candidates coming to work.  

Approve/Disapprove Making Offer for Potential Park Property – Sue Hix reported that for the past several months they have been working an appraisal for the property by Cantlin Lake.  The owner of the property had approached the Park Committee and asked if they would be interested in buying the property.  The appraisal has been completed.  Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence were to talk to the property owner and offer him the appraised price.  Hix said that the summer went by and now she is asking that the Town Board send a written letter to the property owner with an offer to purchase.  She indicated that someone experienced in appraisals should draft the letter.  Lester Kriesel said the owner of the property is set on a price of $27,000 - $30,000 per acre.  Hix felt that regardless they should still receive a formal answer.  She further stated that several people from Cantlin Lake who attend the Park Committee meetings are worried about motorized boats, and that they should try to take advantage of the situation since vacant land is going fast.  Hix said that Betsy Wergin is very supportive and would help with either a grant or bonding.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to write a letter offering so much an acre with a deadline date contingent upon Township financing or a grant with final Town Board approval with the letter being offered in person to the owner by the original committee consisting of Bryan Lawrence, Lester Kriesel and a Park Committee member.  Motion carried.

Asked about the Roger Smith property, Sue Hix said that she doesn’t know how serious an issue it is, but that it doesn’t sound real good.  She said that the Township would have to be able to purchase the property at the right time.  Jess Hall indicated that he thinks that the County might want to get involved.  Hix said that the County is interested in off road trails on County Road 45, and that she is pleased to hear that the residents are interested in trails.  Jeff Dotseth asked about the status of the pathway eroding in Deer Trail.  Hix said that she thought it was a Mn/DOT issue.  According to the Town Board, they thought that it had been fixed.  

The work being done on the South Sandy Lake accesses are waiting for permits from the County.  Lester Kriesel will check out the situation.  

Since no one from the Park Committee attended the September 13 meeting, Eleanor Rittenour said that discussion was table on a park comprehensive plan.  The fire department, maintenance and the Town Board need to agree on a plan for the Town Hall park.  

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – There was nothing to report and Bryan Lawrence requested that County Ordinance Revision Committee report be removed from the agenda until further notice.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – No report.
Cellular 2000 Tower Update – Mark Bennett will meet with an engineer from Cellular 2000 to draft a presentation.  When it is ready he will present it to the Town Board.

8:00 p.m. Open & Award Snowplow/Salt & Sand Bids – Two bids were received:  One from Gary Axtell, Meadowvale Construction and the second from Mike Leverty, TW Hauling & Excavating.  

1) Meadowvale Construction’s bid on Area One for snowplowing for the 2004 – 2995 season: 

Equipment rates as follows:


Plow Trucks - $90.00 per hour


Front End Loaders - $98.00 per hour


Pickups – (10’ Plows) - $60.00 per hour


10% Salt/Sand - $50.00 per ton


Minimum charge of $1,000.00 per month per piece of equipment. 


Upon acceptance of proposal a certificate of insurance will be mailed.

2) Mike Leverty of TW Hauling & Excavating Inc.’s bid on Area One for snowplowing for the 2004 – 2005 season:

$75.00 per hour for snow plowing and sanding per truck.

$100.00 per hour for loader

$85.00 per hour for grader

20% salt sand is $31.04 per ton

10% salt sand is $21.67 per ton

TW Hauling & Excavating Inc. would be willing to help out in Area 3.  He also stores salt and sand at 5 – 10 truckloads at a time at his home.  

Bryan Lawrence suggested splitting east and west of highway 169 if it was all right with the bidder.  The Township is responsible for east side of Township and the contractor responsible for west side of Township.  Per Township standards, snowplowing is done at 3 inches, but we have gone out at 2 inches.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table awarding the snowplowing/salt/sand bids until  the October 5th Town Board meeting.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Presentation of Check to Fire Department – Arnie Hendrickson from CenterPoint Energy presented an annual award of $2,500.00 to the fire department.
West Elk Lake Road Issues – Christie Miller and David Looney were present.  She stated that the class 5 on the road rises every time it rains and ends up on her driveway.  Six inches of cement has been added to compensate for this condition.  They are requesting that the road be tipped since the entire road needs to be dropped down.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send out the Township engineer and Lester Kriesel within a two-week period to access the situation of the road.  Motion carried.
Blesi Fence Issue – Jess Hall stated that the Town Board had requested that the Township engineer survey and determine the property corners.  The property owners erected a fence.  Hall said that the Township could claim the road through adverse possession as the Township has been maintaining the property for 20 years.  Bryan Lawrence said that he has gone out to view the situation and that there is plenty of space for a vehicle but that everyone is in the habit of cutting the corner.  A resident from west Elk Lake said that all the residents have lost property due to the road.  Jeff Dotseth indicated that he would like to also go out and look at it.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the Blesi fence issue until the October 5 meeting.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Establishing Business Account at Batteries Plus – The owner of Batteries Plus would like the Township to establish an account with them.  He has volunteered to be at the fire department’s open house to hand out free 9-volt batteries for smoke detectors.  If an account were opened he would offer a 10 – 20% discount.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to open an account with Batteries Plus for use by Terry Carlile, Mark Bennett and the Clerk.  Motion carried.

Appoint Election Judges for November Election – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to have the Clerk be the head election judge and make all the election judge choices.  All judges should come from within the Township, if possible, and that no mileage is paid to judges outside of the Township and with a work period of no more than 10 hours.  Lester Kriesel and Eleanor Rittenour opposed the motion.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jess Hall that the Town Board see the split of election judge political parties and approve the list.  Eleanor Rittenour abstained.  Motion carried.

Discuss Precinct Locations – Jeff Dotseth will determine if the new church on 303rd Avenue would be interested in hosting Baldwin Township’s elections.
Determine November Town Board Meeting Schedule – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to have the November Town Board meetings moved to November 8 and November 9 due to the November 2nd general election.  Jeff Dotseth contrary to the motion.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Health Insurance Renewal – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the health insurance renewal for a one-year timeframe for Terry Carlile.  Jess Hall abstained.  Motion carried.   Jeff Dotseth asked the Clerk to determine the average hours and wages for the last three (3) years for Terry Carlile and present at the October 5th Town Board meeting.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Jess Hall informed the Board that Jerry Smith wants to know if the Township could support him by not standing in the way of annexation of his property in the northwest corner of Baldwin Township.  He stated that he would personally like to see that area included in an orderly annexation agreement with the City of Princeton.  Mr. Smith would have to rebuild 136th Street when annexed by the City.  The City would not annex the property unless a letter of support is received from Baldwin Township.  Hall had urged Mr. Smith to check into a self contained sewer system.  Mr. Smith is looking for a letter to go to City of Princeton saying that the Township would not contest the annexation.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he would like to continue and complete discussions with the City on the other property east of highway 169.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she would prefer to wait until the November election is over.  Jess Hall informed the Board that Jerry Smith wants to make a contribution to the fire department and he is trying to act as the liaison for all the other developers in the area to reach a goal of $25-$30,000 for a truck.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he will take it under consideration.  Jess Hall questioned if the issue of an orderly annexation agreement continue?  Jeff Dotseth suggested that the Township schedule a meeting for the middle of November with the City of Princeton.  

Two quotes have been received for the building of a salt/sand shed.  Tom Hanson offered a quote of $14,140.00 for a 16x32 open end shed.  The quote is only good until October 5, 2004.  The second quote is from Latcham for $19,488.21 for the same size building.  It was determined that equipment would be needed by the Township to load the salt and sand.  It was estimated that it would cost the Township $1,650.00 to get their own salt and sand from Plaisted.  This figure includes hourly wage, gas, etc.  Jeff Dotseth felt that the building should be bigger.  Bryan Lawrence made a motion with Lester Kriesel seconding to table the discussion until the October 5, 2004 meeting.  Motion carried.

Eleanor Rittenour said that the Sherburne County Historical Society has visited the Baldwin website.  She wanted to thank Herb Murphy for contributing Baldwin history to the website.

Jess Hall reviewed a letter from the attorney’s office regarding Thousand Acres development on Ridgewood Bay road.   Erroneous legal descriptions involve Baldwin with the road entering into Ridgewood Bay.  No action taken.
Jess Hall thought that 2005 calendars could possibly be given out to residents.   The Clerk cautioned the Town Board about use of Township funds  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the bills for payment from check number 9222 – 9298 totaling $60,404.22.  Motion carried.  

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:09 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Sue Hix, Carol Peterson, Mary Vick, Kurt Mueller, Mark Bennett, Steve Lunderborg, Arnie Hendrickson, David Looney, Christie Miller, Mike Leverty
