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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
September 7, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jess Hall, Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The September 7, 2004 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence suggested that a discussion regarding the finishing of a home on County Road 2 be added under new business.

OLD BUSINESS:

Update on Drainage Issue at Property Located in Section 30 – Jon Bogart inspected the property located at 14227 – 285th Avenue.  A low point in the road is causing some erosion off of the gravel road.  Bogart said that installing a storm sewer would not work as well as obtaining permission to run the excess drainage into the lake.  The property owner is not aware that Bogart has not inspected the property nor does he know what the findings are.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to spread some black dirt and matting.  Motion carried.

Elk Lake Road Driveway Update – Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall met with the homeowner and builder concerning the Elk Lake Road driveway issue.  The new driveway is one (1) foot higher than originally constructed.   The owner needs to be informed that the driveway needs to go up another 2 feet.  The new driveway is located between the original approved spot and where the driveway was actually installed.  Lester Kriesel made a motion and it was seconded by Bryan Lawrence to send the builder and the owner another letter to raise the driveway since the driveway elevation should be at 3½ feet higher.  Discussion followed concerning the motion made at the last meeting stating that the builder move the driveway or legal action would be pursued.  Jess Hall talked to the Township attorney, Bob Ruppe, and was told that it may cost the Township thousands of dollars to pursue legal action.  Lawrence asked if there was a way to convince the owner to move the driveway to where it was originally approved.  Lester Kriesel commented that the builder and the homeowner would not move it since the concrete driveway is over 100 feel long.  Hall asked if legal action should be considered since it was agreed that the driveway could go half way in between or be constructed off of the Cherry Oak Landing platted lot.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he felt it would not be fair as it was agreed upon that the driveway could be installed halfway in-between the original approved site and where the driveway was actually installed.  Eleanor Rittenour is contrary to the motion.  Motion carried.

 Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition Update – Jess Hall talked to the Sherburne County Attorney and the Planning & Zoning office about Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition.  He was informed that there would be no further extension of the road until built to current engineering standards out to County Road 45.  Nancy Riddle, Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, stated that if the final plat has not been recorded no building permits could be issued.  If the plat is final and if conditions are not met, the County can hold off on building permits.  Jeff Dotseth said that developer thinks that he has final plat approval and questioned what can be done to prevent him from thinking that.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour stating that the Town Board and the County understand that the developer does not have final approval for Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition.  Nancy Riddle will check with her office for additional information and confirm with the Clerk prior to sending a letter to the developer regarding being more specific about final approval status and the extension of the road as the road is at the 1400 foot limit.  Motion carried.   

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion of Conditional Use Permits - Nancy Riddle, Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, presented a zoning map that showed that originally, conditional use permits were not required in commercial or industrial plats.  In 1994 a new zoning ordinance and maps were adopted which were more restrictive in that it showed an urban expansion area of ½ mile around every city.  It is up to the Town Board to determine if conditional use permits are required or if all businesses would be permitted uses.  Every township is different in what they want to control.  Conditional use permits follow the property and not the person.  The advantages of a conditional use permit is more control of landscaping, parking, etc. and the township decides what kinds of administrative conditions are to be placed on the businesses.  Discussion was held regarding the commercial outlots northwest of County Road 9.  Bryan Lawrence said that the 169 Task Force gave guidelines that were approved by the Town Board.  Ms. Riddle stated that there has been some confusion regarding the outlots as potential purchasers are not aware that they have to be replatted.  That is when restrictions and developers agreements would come into place.  Ms. Riddle stated that the question is ‘why a conditional user permit requirement when it concerns industrial or commercial plats’?  Riddle said that zoning has changed, and that there really are not any compromises.  It was asked if the Township would want to put more restrictions on requirements for buildings, etc.?  Eleanor Rittenour asked what the County foresees for Highway 169 development?  Riddle said that an option is to continue urban expansion and planned unit developments.  Ms. Riddle stated that the Sherburne County Zoning office has not been consistent in conditional use permit issuance.  It was decided to put this issue on the October agenda and meet with the County Planner and talk about Highway 169 zoning within the next two months.

Storm Water Runoff Issue, 142nd Street, Section 30 – Brian Bumgarner purchased the property in 2003.  There is storm water runoff into his driveway and yard.  He has corrected the runoff into his yard that runs parallel to 142nd Street, but there still is runoff into his driveway.  Bumgarner distributed photos that showed that Class 5 from the road is running into his yard and driveway.  Drain tile and river rock were added to the driveway, but the volume of runoff is just too much.  He also has a concern about the runoff going into Elk Lake.  He claims that 15 to 20 yards of Class 5 have already run into the lake with no end in sight.  Bumgarner is looking for help to find a solution.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Mr. Bumgarner meet with Jon Bogart to come up with a solution.  Motion carried.

House on County Road 2 – There have been calls regarding a home that was moved in two years ago with no further progress made with it.  Nancy Riddle said that there have been no calls about final inspection, and that they can’t do anything about it since it meets code.  Joe St. Dennis, Sherburne County building official,  wrote a letter but will look into the issue again.  

Fire Department Open House – October 9, 2004 – The Fire Department has requested permission to obtain a temporary 3.2 beer license for their open house/department party on October 9.  It is fire prevention week.  Open house would be until 4:30 p.m., then a department party and dance from 5:00 p.m. to midnight.  The Clerk will check into liability insurance.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve contingent upon proper certification and liability insurance obtained.  Motion carried.  The Elk Lake Lions will help serve and check ID’s.  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Carpet & Flooring Business, Section 4, Carpet Country – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the request by Dave Comers doing business as Carpet Country at 7500 31940 – 125th Street, Princeton to sell and install carpet with the following comments:  1) Continue same type of business; 2) Proposing to buy building and land; and 3) No problems with request.  Motion carried.

Establish Cemetery, Section 28,  Abundant Life Church – A representative of Abundant Life Church was present with the request to establish a cemetery in Section 28 of Baldwin Township.  The church would establish a perpetual care fund and would form a cemetery association.  The cemetery would be considered a 501(3)C non-profit, private cemetery.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve establishing a cemetery for Abundant Life Church with the following comments:  1) Follow County and State requirements; and 2) Meet Department of Health requirements.  Motion carried.

Machine Shop, Section 4 – John Archer was present with the request to establish a machine shop in Section 4.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the custom machine shop request made by John Archer with the following comments:  1) No objections; and 2) Compatible with other businesses in neighborhood.  Motion carried.  

Rod & Custom Car Shop, Section 4 – Fred Brightman was present with the request to establish a rod and custom car shop in Section 4.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the rod & custom car shop request made by Fred Brightman with the following comments:  1) No problems; and 2) Building is former autobody repair shop.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Preserve at Baldwin Phase 2, Final Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Preserve at Baldwin Phase 2 final plat with the following comments: 1) No problems.  Motion carried.

Cantlin Heights, County Request for Town Board Comments on 1400’ Rule & Issues Related to September 1st Letter from County Zoning Office – Nancy Riddle stated that the County surveyor, Mike Trunk, has suggested some changes and Lynn Waytashek, Sherburne County zoning office, had wanted clarification from the Town Board regarding the 1400 foot road rule.  Bryan Lawrence stated that one access has to stay or it will jeopardize properties to the rear.  The developer, Bob Essig, stated that the Township had already approved the preliminary plat.  Bryan Lawrence reiterated that it was essential that one access off of Highway 169 remain.  Nancy Riddle questioned what Mn/DOT will do to ensure the access gets closed.  Ian Maloney, the engineer for the developer, stated that it gets done when an access permit is applied for and Mn/DOT is required to give one access.  Mr. Maloney questioned the procedure the requirement of a roadway easement of a full right-of-way all the way through the plat.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the assurance from Mn/DOT needs to be obtained stating that they will leave the current access open as eliminating the access will be detrimental.  Nancy Riddle stated that the County could write something to Mn/DOT but would prefer that the letter is written by the Township.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel authorizing the Clerk to send a letter to Mn/DOT and Sherburne County regarding Cantlin Heights requesting that the entrance stays open indefinitely for the safety of the development or, as an option, establish an easement over another entrance.  Motion carried.  
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Cantlin Heights second preliminary plat review with the following comments:  1) A very real question about the 1400’ rule.  If Mn/DOT closes proposed entrance, there will be no alternative entrance.  Other proposed roads, 123rd Street and 288th Avenue, will be a minimum of ½ mile from nearest road; and 2) A letter to Mn/DOT requesting that a permanent entrance off of Highway 169 must be maintained.  Motion carried.  
Baldwin Cove, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit & Begin Road Warranty – Jon Bogart said that  additional minor damage has incurred to the roads in the last few days and would be repaired in the next week.  At that time Bogart’s office  will write a letter suggesting that the Letter of Credit be reduced.  The request will be added to the September 13 Town Board agenda.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Elk Lake Estates Property Issue – The property owners had attended the August 2, 2004 Town Board meeting.  It was thought that part of the roadway had encroached on their property.  Jon Bogart stated that his crews had gone out and set the corner stakes.  He will check with his field crews to determine what was done.

Elk Lake Accesses - Jess Hall said that he had received a call from a property owner on the west side of Elk Lake.  The property owner wants accesses improved so they can be used.  Rick Johnson, West Branch Construction, had suggested that the improvement could be accomplished with concrete slabs that are 10-12 feet square.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel that both accesses be improved.  Bryan Lawrence opposed to the motion.  Motion carried.  

Sandy Lake Accesses - Jon Bogart said that Sandy Lake is still waiting for a permit from the County. 
Wastewater Sewage Systems - Eleanor Rittenour has corresponded with the wastewater control people regarding wastewater sewage treatment systems asking two questions: 1) If Township adopts and promotes a large capacity sewage treatment system, is that an advantage for a township over a city if the township is looking into incorporation or can it stave off annexation; and 2) How to go about the process.  Rittenour asked the Town Board if she should proceed.  Nancy Riddle stated that she is uncomfortable with association maintained large septic systems.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she is trying to find a tool to remain a Township.  Nancy Riddle responded that establishing a sewer district may be an option.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he would be in favor of such a district.  Nancy Riddle stated that she can supply a name of someone from the State who would be open to discussing township options.  
Eleanor Rittenour asked if she could email the Clerk with that information.  Jeff Dotseth questioned what the Township could do to work with the County on preserving Township status.  Nancy Riddle suggested that everyone sit down and brainstorm along with talking to the County Planner.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the goal is to preserve Baldwin Township as it is now.  
Highland Farms - Jon Bogart stated that he had been asked by the developer, Thousand Acres Development, to design a sewer system for Highland Farms and Run River Bluffs.  He wanted Town Board input and approval.  The Town Board stated that the decision was up to Jon Bogart.   

Snowplowing/Salt & Sand Shed - Jess Hall said that snowplowing bids are due prior to the September 13 Town Board meeting.  There has been one quote for building the salt/sand shed and a second quote is pending.  Tom Hanson had made a quote of $14,140.00.  Hall also talked to the County and asked about obtaining salt/sand from them.  On an average Baldwin Township uses about 330 yards of salt/sand  in one year’s time.  Bryan Lawrence would like to see a bid to expand the shop 20 feet for salt/sand.  Lester Kriesel will check into a used loader.

ADJOURNMENT/RECESS:
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:29 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Janet Comers, Dave Comers, Greg McBroom, Kathy McBroom, Robert Essig, Nancy Riddle, Brian Bumgarner, Ross Martin, Julie Herrity-Weidenborner, Fred Brightman, Jon Bogart, John Archer, Scott Berg, Ian Maloney
