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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP BUDGET MEETING

January 22, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 2:35 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None

March Ballot Resolutions – The Clerk informed the Town Board that the deadline for March ballot resolutions had passed.

Annexation Issues – Discussion was held regarding the issue of incorporation.  Jess Hall will generate a ‘pros and cons’ list for the Annual Meeting.  Eleanor Rittenour offered her opinion of three choices:  1) merge with the City of Princeton; 2) adopt an orderly annexation agreement; or 3) don’t do anything at all.  Jeff Dotseth suggested investigating ‘small pipe sewer systems’ and other alternatives.  Jeff also suggested pursuing the zoning of a commercial industrial district and possibly schedule a meeting with the County to discuss options.  Jeff also suggested that Baldwin approach Princeton City Council to discuss options and to open dialogue.  Jess Hall wondered if perhaps the perception of the residents would be that Baldwin was “selling out” to the city.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence authorizing Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth to meet with the Mayor of Princeton and City Council member Lee Steinbrecher to open dialogue by discussing what options are available to both Baldwin Township and the City of Princeton.  Motion carried.

Discuss Letter to Sherburne County Regarding City of Princeton Proposed Urban Expansion Zone - A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel for the Urban Expansion Zone to remain as is on the current County zoning map.  Motion carried.  The Board instructed the Clerk to write a letter to the County.  

Review Proposed Changes to Engineering Standards, Developers Agreement & Bid Form – After reviewing the Engineering Standards, Jess Hall questioned the following:

#1) “Minor roadways shall have a minimum of 66 feet of right-of-way.  Collector roadways may be required at the Township’s discretion to have a 100-foot right-of-way.  The right of way dedicated for a cul-de-sac shall have a minimum radius of 66 feet”.  It should be changed to read, “unless variance granted by the Town Board”.  

#2) “Minor residential roadways shall have a minimum finished roadway top width of 30 feet.  For the purposes of these requirements minor residential roadways are defined as roadways serving the interior traffic of adjoining plats.  Commercial and collector roadway widths are to be determined by the Town Board in accordance with needs and requirements of the anticipated traffic loads”.  The words “collector roadway” should be eliminated.  

#22) “Driveway culverts shall be a minimum of 15" in diameter and a minimum of 24 feet in length.  Allowable materials are 16 gauge corrugated metal or HDPE dual wall pipe.  Aprons are recommended, but not required.  Head walls constructed around the ends of culverts shall not be permitted.  Driveway inslope in the ditch at the culvert shall be no greater then 4:1.  Only one driveway will be allowed per residential lot per roadway except when authorized by the Town Board.  Driveways must be spaced no closer then 150 feet to each other on a Township road designated as a collector roadway.  Where this is not possible a single shared driveway must be built upon the shared lot line.  Any variances from these requirements must be brought to the Town Board.  Unapproved driveways will be required to be removed at the owner’s expense.”  The sentence, “Driveways must be spaced no closer than 150 feet to each other on a Township road designated as a collector roadway” should be eliminated.

#26) “Storm drainage design shall conform to Sherburne County regulations described in “Information Required for Drainage, Grading and Erosion Control Plans”. Storm sewer piping is discouraged over 60 feet in length.  Storm sewer over 60 feet in length will only be allowed when there is not available slope for ditches to adequately drain the area, or if a Homeowners Association is created for the purpose of maintaining the proposed storm sewer system.  Ditch slopes should have a minimum slope of 0.5%.  Ditches under 0.5% may be permitted as allowed by the Township Engineer.”  The sentence, “Storm sewer piping is discouraged over 60 feet in length” should be revised to state, “Storm sewer piping over 60 feet in length requires a variance by the Town Board”.

#39) “Address signs shall be installed by the developer at each newly platted lot per Township standards.”  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to remove this requirement.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth contrary to the motion.
#40) “Mailboxes should be clustered in new developments.  The minimum number of mailboxes in one location shall be no less then 6 or the total number of lots if less then 6.  The maximum number of boxes in one location shall be no more then 12.  The location of the mailbox cluster shall be near the entrance or end of the street and subject to review by the Township Engineer.”  The sentence, “Mailboxes should be clustered in new developments” should be revised to state, “Mailboxes should be clustered in new cluster/P.U.D. developments.”

The Town Board agreed to keep the Commercial Developers Agreement as is.

Before any changes to be made to the Urban/Cluster Developers Agreement, the Town Board agreed to wait until the new ordinances from the County are completed.

Eleanor Rittenour has a sample of the MAT bid form, which she will provide to Terry Carlile.  She would like to see Terry to develop a bidders’ list.

Review Proposed 2005 Levy by Fund – Lester Kriesel stated that he would like to see the proposed 2005 levy remain the same as the 2004 levy.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he would like to see the proposed 2005 levy reduced.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he understood that increase in the 2004 levy was a “one-year deal” and a “one-year increase in the Road & Bridge levy.  Terry Carlile stated that the Road & Bridge levy was presented as a 3-year –plan at the August 2003 Annual Meeting.  Jess Hall proposed the following 2005 levy:




General 

-
$145,000




Road & Bridge
-
$290,000




Capital

-
$  60,000




Fire


-
$150,000




Cemetery

-
$    1,000




Parks


-
$    3,000

TOTAL 2005 PROPOSED LEVY:  $649,000

Eleanor Rittenour stated she supports reducing the Road & Bridge fund as was said at the August Annual Meeting.  A one-year increase was promised.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table further discussion on the proposed 2005 levy until the Annual Meeting scheduled for August, 2004 with an update of the 2004 budget given at the March Annual Meeting.  Bryan Lawrence and Jess Hall were contrary.  Motion passed by a 3 – 2 vote.

There was discussion regarding planning and budgeting.  Jeff Dotseth wondered about the possibility of establishing an emergency fund.  

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to transfer money from the Capital Fund to the Fire Fund to cover a deficit balance.  After discussion, Jess Hall withdrew the motion pending final 2003 audit information.

Any Other Business – Discussion was held regarding clerk/treasurer duties.  The Town Board instructed the Clerk to check with the Minnesota Association of Townships attorney regarding the legalities of hiring an independent bookkeeper. 

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 6:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Kim Good, Terry Carlile


