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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
May 6, 2008

Present – Supervisors Jeff Holm, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  Jim Oliver was not present.

Call to Order – The May 6, 2008 Baldwin Township regular meeting was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Open Forum for Citizens  
Randy Nemitz requested that the board discuss the 283rd Avenue repaving job.  He is requesting that the board consider cutting down some of the hills and put shoulders in.  He would like to see at least one side of the road where pedestrians can safely walk or bike.  Lawrence stated that the chance of that would be fairly slim as the township did the dirt work a year ago and a bike bath was not considered.  There would be an additional cost.  Mr. Nemitz stated that the first hill off of Highway 169 could be shaved down and questioned if a petition of the residents would have any affect on the board’s decision.  Lawrence stated that the township is on schedule to have it paved with the county and lowering one of the hills would require an engineer to look at and find out what repercussions it would cause.  Mr. Nemitz stated that it is a safety issue and if the road is tore up the township should do the job right the first time.  Lawrence stated that it is not typically the township’s practice to add bike baths and, in developments, they have been done with a developer’s agreement.  Mr. Nemitz stated that it would be nice to link development to development.  Lawrence stated that the park committee and board have been working to connect developments together.  Lawrence stated the township could check with the county regarding the shoulders and hills and questioned if any b board member wanted to see a petition.  Holm stated that it would be nice if the county could help in making the road safer as it is between Highway 169 and County Road 39.  Vollkommer stated that the township does have areas that are less safe than that area right now.  It would be a cost fact as it has increased drastically and it would depend on what the costs would be to take hills out and widen the shoulders.  
Gene Nitz requested that the board discuss Elk Lake.  Mr. Nitz had talked to Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile about dumping their sand and gravel.  Carlile replied that the township worked on the ditch on the east side of Elk Lake Road the material that was taken out of there was used to fill in the cul-de-sac.  Carlile’s concern is that Mr. Nitz has a wetland that he wants to fill.  Mr. Nitz replied that it is not a wetland.  Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Holm both explained that the township cannot improve private property in anyway.  
Beth Branca asked what the current approved use of the Young property involved.  She said the new neighbor is working her horses over there.  Jeff Holm said that the park committee has planned for no horses on the property.  Horses were outside of Kermit Young’s intention for the property.  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Annual Review of a C.U.P. for Auto Literature Sales – A letter dated April 15, 2008 was sent to John and Dorothy Dragich concerning the yearly review by the Baldwin Town Board on the Dragich’s conditional use permit for a home business in an accessory building.  John Dragich was present.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the C.U.P. for another year.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Annual Review of a C.U.P. for a Riding Stable – A letter dated April 15, 2008 was sent to Robert and Valerie Gordon concerning the yearly review by the Baldwin Town Board on their conditional use permit for a riding stable.  Mr. Gordon was present.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the C.U.P. for another year.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Annual Review of  a C.U.P. for a Painting Business – A letter dated April 15, 2008 was sent to Gary Goskey concerning the yearly review by the Baldwin Town Board on his conditional use permit using an accessory building for a painting business.  Mr. Goskey was present.  A motion was made by Jeff Holm and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the C.U.P. for a painting business for another year.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

PLATS:

Wildrose Estates Issues – Jerry Smith wanted to bring Baldwin Township up to date on what has not happened in regards to Wildrose Estates.  He said he was told that he would hear from the City of Princeton regarding the airport issue, but claims he’s gotten no cooperation nor phone calls.   He said he’s heard that Baldwin is involved with annexation talk, and wanted to insure the Baldwin council was aware of what was going on.  Smith said his intention is to go ahead with soil borings on every lot, and to start digging a pond.   With Wildrose Estates still in the sketch planning stage after 8 years, Smith said he’s prepared to go to court.  Kent Jefferson wanted to confirm that the Baldwin board has looked at Wildrose Estates, and to obtain an endorsement to proceed ahead with the project.  Jefferson said they’ve met with the county numerous times along with a joint meeting with the City of Princeton, Sherburne County and Baldwin.  That is where a red flag was first raised by Princeton.  A working meeting was scheduled with Princeton in February but the meeting was cancelled.  He has called Jay Blake about 5 times and has never received a call back.  The city attorney had told him that the annexation agreement between Baldwin and Princeton would include this project.  
Bryan Lawrence said that the township is in negotiations with approximately 300 acres on the east side of Highway 169, but the Wildrose Estates project is not included.  The Princeton city manager was supposed to have Jay Blake contact Lawrence regarding this project.  Jim Oliver and Lawrence have gone to the past two airport advisory board meetings to be knowledgeable about what is happening.
Jefferson said with Princeton making it as difficult as possible, they don’t want to incur any unnecessary expenses.  Smith maintains that the City of Princeton has never dealt with them honestly. 

Lawrence cautioned them to have the proper permits pulled since the project in still in the sketch stage and ensure that the project is out of the airport zone.
Approve/Disapprove Release of Letter of Credit, Cash Escrow and End 2-Year Road Warranty – Nordwall Estates Phase 2 - A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the release of the letter of credit, cash escrow and end 2 year road warranty for Nordwall Estates Phase 2.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Release of Cash Escrow – Country Pines 1st – A motion was made by Jeff Holm and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until after the township road tour.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Release of Cash Escrow – Whitetail Crossing - A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jeff Holm to approve the release of cash escrow for Whitetail Crossing.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Elk Lake Beach/Boat Landing Issue – Open Forum questions from Rick Othoudt - 
Rick Othoudt  questioned what was going on.  He was here in September and was told that something would be done with the beach/boat landing.  How come the minute do not lineup with what was said in September.  Half of the stuff in the minutes was not even discussed.  He was told that it would be done.  At the time, Terry Carlile told him that he took it upon himself to get it done and it was supposed to be done as soon as possible.  Mr. Othoudt  handed the minutes of the meeting to Chairman Lawrence.  Othoudt stated that, number one, it should be landing.  He feels that the September 11, 2007 minutes reflect someone protecting someone else here.  Dawn Othoudt stated that there seems to be some inaccuracies.  Othoudt stated that now there are no parking signs on a public beach.  Steven Hieb stated that he feels that the beach should not be closed off to the public.  The original plat states that the area is dedicated to the public and the residents should be able to use it and now it is closed down.  Dawn Othoudt stated that they had asked that the area not be used for overnight parking and, over the past winter, a sign went up for no parking which implies no parking in the beach area.  Lawrence questioned if there should be parking on a beach.  Dawn Othoudt stated that the streets are not wide and now can’t even park in the beach area.  There has always been an area off to the north side of the beach where they have parked.  Lawrence stated that the board has talked about whether or not it should be one or the other (boat landing or beach).  Dawn Othoudt stated that what was done at the area was a band aid fix and not fair that the residents should suffer.  
Lawrence asked Terry Carlile if there was a reason why it was not restored back to a boat landing.  Carlile responded that nothing has been done as it was between the town board and Jon Bogart.  Nobody has taken the ball and ran with it.  The hole in the area was almost up to his hip and he had talked to both Lester Kriesel and Jon Bogart about what should be done.  His opinion was to put heavy rock until the DNR had been contacted but Bogart never contacted the DNR.  The reason a no parking sign is there is temporary as seed was put down to restore grass as it is a natural drainage.  Lawrence questioned if West Branch Construction was contacted with Carlile replying ‘yes’ but they did not have the proper concrete structure that was used in Sandy Lake.  Carlile stated that it was Bogart’s opinion that the township could not do anything without DNR approval.  Othoudt asked what it means when it was approved last September to get it back together “as soon as possible”.  Lawrence stated that an argument about what was done or not done does not need to take place.  Dawn Othoudt asked about a timeline when the contacts with the DNR will be made and when the no parking sign could come down.  She questioned why the barrier has to be there.  Lawrence asked Carlile if it would be possible to get the boat landing back to where it was.  Carlile stated that he would prefer to talk to Bogart.  Othoudt stated that he wants Lawrence to listen to the tape of the September 11, 2007 minutes and determine the difference of the minutes and what was said.  Lawrence stated that the board will listen to the minutes at the next monthly meeting.  Vollkommer questioned if there was enough room for a beach and a boat landing.  Othoudt stated that there has been room for 50 years.  Vollkommer stated that what was discussed in September could not get done until spring.  Most of the area was meant to be temporary homes.  There is no easy solution for the area.  The board is trying to do the best thing we can do with what the township has.  Dawn Othoudt stated that yes, there are good intentions, but if not started then it is never finished.  She would like to see the board make plans for that area.  Hieb asked if the sign could be changed from no parking to no overnight parking.  Kriesel stated that the sign can be switched.  Lawrence stated that he will call Bogart this week and everything should be done by June.  Is that reasonable?  Dawn Othoudt replied ‘yes’.  
OLD BUSINESS:
Township Attorney Issues:  None.
Road Report – Lester Kriesel there is nothing to report until after the road tour.  He said he would like Jon Bogart to accompany the board on the tour.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to include Jon Bogart on the tour.  Bryan Lawrence was opposed.  Paul Vollkommer was out of the room.  On the vote: Ayes: 3; Nays: 1. The motion carried.

Cracksealing Information & New Equipment Quotes – A memo from Jeff Rhodes was read concerning cracksealing at Prairie Hill Lake off 112th.  Terry Carlile reported that the township board had asked for some costs for cracksealing.  They now go by the pound, not by lineal feet.  Carlile said that last year $2,500 was put in the road and bridge account, the amount being transferred out of the Prairie Hill Lake escrow.  Now it’s looking like another $3,000 more is needed.  Carlile said we need to do a plan of attack, and decide where we want to start.  Lawrence commented that he went down the road where it had been cracksealed, and the cracks were just as wide as before.  There is no guarantee we get what we pay for.
Carlile had obtained new equipment quotes.  The proposal from Herc-U-Lift dated May 6, 2008 includes:

Skyjack SJIII Series Model 3219 Scissorlift.


19ft Maximum Platform Height; 25ft Maximum Working Height


39in Lowered Platform Height


26in X 64in Platform Plus 36in Roll-Out Deck Extension


550lb Platform Capacity


Overall Dimensions:  32in Wide, 70in Long, 78.5in Tall


Driveable At Full Height


2 Mph Maximum Drive Speed


Proportional Drive and Lift Speed Controls


Pothole Protection


23% Gradabilty


Removable Upper Control Box


Swing-Out Battery and Component Trays for Easy Service.


24 Volt DC Powered With Built-In Auto Stop/Start Charger

Battery State of Charge Indicator; Hourmeter


Solid Non-Marking Tires


110 Volt GFI AC Outlet On the Platform

Tilt Alarm With Drive and Lift Cutout


Operator Horn and Lowering Alarm


5 Year Structural, 2 Year Parts & Labor Warranty





Price New






$10,843.00

2004 Rental Unit Serial No. 241671, Stock No. AL994, Approx. 230 hours

30 Day Parts & Labor Warranty




  $5,900.00
Rick Palmer from Princeton Electric has a single man unit lift for sale.  Carlile asked him to come up with a price.
Review of trucks.  Lester Kriesel’s opinion would be to invest in a truck and get rid of the old one-ton 550.  No further action taken at this time.
Carlile had another quote for a new 40’x64’ building.  He views that more space is needed.  A quote from Foley Lumber is $24,446.79.   No further action taken at this time.  
County Planning & Zoning Report – A memo from Jess Hall reporting as follows:
“MEMO TO TOWNBOARD

From: Jess A, Hall. Rep. to Sherburne County P. & Z. Commission

Subject: April 17, 2008 meeting

The Baldwin items on the last agenda were:

1. Request by Erin Contracting for a conditional use permit for grading and excavating approximately 31,000 cubic yards of sand for the CSAH # 19 project.  The property is owned by William and Lenora Horn.  The request was forwarded to the commissioners with a recommendation for approval.  

2. Request by Jim and Cynthia Tibbets for a C.U.P. amendment to sell used cars at their current location.  Their request was forwarded with a favorable recommendation.

A great deal of time was spent on a second request by Steve Pearson, developer, to approve a request for rezoning some agricultural land north of Big Lake for an industrial park.  As stated at last month’s meeting, the commission recommended against approval to the county commissioners.  His second request was based on new information and responses to the objections voiced at last month’s meeting.  

What makes it somewhat difficult to turn down is the fact that the Big Lake Town board has recommended approval and Steve Pearson has been a very good developer for the county of Sherburne.  However, base on these facts, it was turned down again by the Sherburne P. & Z. Commission.

1. It amounts to spot zoning.

2. There is no evidence that this zoning is a public necessity.

3. There is legitimate concern over the impact this will have on neighbors.

4. Surrounding residential properties and the floodplain, limit the chance to tie into future industrial development, which is contradictory to what the county tries to do, by promoting contiguous developments with similar uses.

5. Concerns with increased traffic on roads not designed for it.

6. A deficient bridge on County # 5.

7. Review of a final development plan and the covenants would have been helpful to allow further guidance for the Board when making a decision.

These are some of the factors you may want to consider in the future when you are faced with similar requests.”
R&B Cell Phone Update (Per 4/28/08 Mtg) – All of the Nextel cell phones have been cancelled.  
Approve/Disapprove Town Board Meeting Minutes of April 7 & April 8, 2008 – April 7, 2008 Town Board Meeting Minutes - A motion was made by Jeff Holm and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of April 7, 2008.  The clerk will verify check number 12687 to make sure it was a MAC tool charge and not a K-mart tool charge.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

April 8, 2008 Town Board Meeting Minutes – According to Vollkommer, words were left out of the “Board Action for Presentation of False Document Regarding Isanti Mutual Aid” portion of the minutes that need to be included. A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the clerk type that portion of the April 8, 2008 meeting minutes verbatim for the June meeting.  The clerk informed the board that the township checks cannot be signed by the new vice-chair, Jeff Holm, until the minutes are approved. The approved minutes are needed to add Holm to the authorized signature lists.   Motion died due to lack of a vote.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of April 8, 2008 based on the clerk doing a verbatim account of the “Board Action for Presentation of False Document Regarding Isanti Mutual Aid”.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Schedule Road Tour – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to schedule the road tour for Thursday May 22nd at 3:30 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Schedule Employee Reviews – The employee reviews are:  Maintenance and fire reviews starting at 5:30 p.m. on June 3rd.  The clerk and deputy clerk reviews will be Monday June 2nd at 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  Bryan Lawrence said that wage increases need to be discussed at these meeting.  

Schedule Workshop to Discuss Annexation, Incorporation & Merger – A workshop was to discuss annexation, incorporation and merger was requested by Jim Oliver.  Paul Vollkommer is against the workshop idea.  Jeff Holm said he looks at it as an opportunity.  A workshop is a better forum than a regular meeting.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have a workshop on May 29th with Troy Gilchrist present to discuss incorporation, annexation and merger.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
Map Reclassification Update Price Quote – A memo from Jon Bogart dated May 5, 2008 reads:
“Per the Boards request I have put together the following quote for updating the road condition map.

Traveling all roads collector and residential, identifying road conditions:

80 of miles of roadway, 8 hrs @ $120/hr



$960.00

Updating map

16 hrs @ $75/hr






$1200.00
Total








$2160.00”
Carlile said he wanted to go to Taylor with upgrades, but the cost is getting high.     Vollkommer said the county can give us the information.  Details for the map can be worked out with the county, and then we can approve a plotter.  Vollkommer and Carlile will handle this.
Approve/Disapprove Destroying Census 2010 Materials or Keep Until January 2010 Per Sherburne County Letter Dated May 2, 2008 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to disapprove destroying census 2010 materials, and to keep until January 2010 per the Sherburne County letter dated May 2, 2008.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Transfer of $348.02 from Fire Fund to Road & Bridge Fund – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to approve the transfer of $348.02 from the fire fund to the road and bridge fund.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
For a $3,000 to $5,000 investment an oil burner to heat the shop could be purchased.  It would make sense to help get rid of the truck oil.  It will be added to the June agenda for approval/disapproval.
Terry Carlile said he would like to pull out the arborvitae in front of the town hall and plant something else.  He was given the go-ahead.

Discussing township signage will be added to the June agenda at the request of Holm.
Approve/Disapprove Check Numbers 12782 – 12788 Totaling $1,010.65 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to approve check numbers 12782 to 12788 totaling $1,010.65.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

___________________________

____________________________

Submitted By: (s/) Cathy Stevens


Approved By: (s/) Bryan Lawrence

Clerk/Treasurer




Chairman, Board of Supervisors

Baldwin Township
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