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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

April 6, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The April 6, 2004 regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.  Agenda was approved as presented.

OLD BUSINESS:

Review Thousand Acres Development’s Comment Regarding Developer’s Agreement – 
Tom Lewandoski was present representing Thousand Acres Development.  Thousand Acres had proposed adding a line under #7, Construction Activity Schedule that would say “Developer not responsible for inspections done beyond the forementioned.”  Mr. Lewandoski stated he would like to withdraw the request for the change to the Developer’s Agreement as the Plat Engineering Checklist would be sufficient as it follows MnDOT standards but they would like to receive a more detailed breakdown of the engineering billing.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the changes to the Developer’s Agreement with the addition of “no work done prior to final plat approval until grading permit obtained.”  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence abstaining.  

Utility Company Concern Regarding Requiring Placement of Culverts in New Plats – 
Connexus Energy representatives Tom Keller, Leo Offerman and Tim Bergh were present.

They made a request of the Town Board to eliminate item #24 from Baldwin’s Engineering Standards which states, “An 18 inch by 12 foot long bituminous driveway wing and culvert are to be installed by the developer for each lot within the plat.”  Mr. Bergh explained that it would be easier for the utility companies not to have driveways in prior to utility installation.  Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth stated that they both believed #24 of the Engineering Standards had been eliminated.  Jon Bogart stated that his recollection was to keep the standard in.  
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to table until minutes can be looked at to determine if #24 of the Engineering Standards had been eliminated.  Motion carried.

Request to Change June 2, 2003 Minutes – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to change all areas that stated 2 inches to 2 feet in the June 2, 2003 approved minutes regarding Tom Miller, Section 26, Drainage Issues.  Motion carried.  
The section from the June 2, 2003 minutes read:

“Tom Miller, Section 26, Drainage Issues – Jess Hall stated that Mr. Miller believes that the development of Miller Ponds changed the drainage on his property and he now has basement water problems now that he never had before.  Mr. Miller stated that his basement had flooded in the 1980’s.  He also had 2” of water in his basement last summer when 3”-4” of rain fell.  He then called former Supervisor Herb Murphy.  When the Miller Ponds project began he told Herb Murphy that no pond would hold water.  He also met with Township engineer, Jon Bogart and George Sanford, developer.  The drainage pond was not holding anything.  He had required 6” of tile to run across his land at a cost of $3,000.00 of which he paid for one-half.  He experienced 2” of water in his basement after paying for the tile.  The ground is saturated.  Mr. Miller feels that he did not get quick action from Jon Bogart.  He had also called the County.  He has pumped over ½ million gallons of water for 4 days, 24 hours/day.  When he stopped pumping it was full again and only down 4”-5” inches.  Bob Gross, Township inspecting engineer, was sent out and shot elevations and figured there would be 2” of water in basement – which was correct.  He hired Pettibone to dig a trench.  He feels that the drainage changed when a spillway was installed on 285th Avenue to pond the water.  He is asking the Town Board to come and look at the situation.  He feels that 100’ of a 6” culvert is needed to alleviate the problem.  

Jon Bogart responded saying that another engineering firm designed Miller Ponds.  Jon’s office checked the calculations.  In the field, tile was installed at certain elevations after discussion was held with the developer.  Jon Bogart went out in the fall of the year and took borings 6” below the ground.  AT 103.5” mottled soil was found, 107.10” grade and 102.84” pond elevation.  Riser tile was installed in Mr. Miller’s home in 1985 at a level of 102.4”.  Water in fields at 102.4”.  Jon Bogart cannot prove pond is the problem.  The Township can’t force the developer to pay for the tile when the Township engineer can’t prove that the pond is causing the problem.  

Tom Miller responded by asking Jon why he didn’t let him know that spending any money would not solve anything.  Jess Hall asked if installing 100’ of a 6” culvert would solve the problem.  Tom Miller replied yes.  Jon Bogart stated that he feels it would not work.  Jon stated that the west and south side of Mr. Miller’s home needs to be tiled.  He has no idea if the groundwater is coming from the pond or natural as everywhere is elevated due to the amount of rains received.  Jon stated that the 100-year flood elevation is less than the elevation of grade outside of Mr. Miller’s home. ”

Tom Miller requested a copy of the elevation shots be sent to him from Jon Bogart’s office.  

Appoint Town Board Representative to Attend Meeting at South Sandy Lake Access with Representatives from the DNR, Sherburne County, Bogart Pederson & Associates, Wednesday April 14th, 10:00 a.m. – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to appoint Lester Kriesel as the Town Board representative to attend the meeting at South Sandy Lake to discuss available grants to improve the south access with the representatives from the DNR and Jon Bogart’s office.  Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Jeff Dotseth stated that Greg Anderson had approached him and had asked about utilizing the Baldwin Fire Department for Princeton Township.  Princeton Township would have to initiates the request.  It was suggested to have open meetings with Princeton Township.

Lester Kriesel said that there was a person who would take the trees from the Ridgewood Bay road for free.  This would save the Township approximately $3,500.00.  The stumps would be the responsibility of the developer.  Lester is to contact him and to make sure to have a Release of Liability form signed and proof of insurance so that the Township is protected.

PLATS:

Stone Sheep Crossing, Section 1, Preliminary Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve Stone Sheep Crossing Preliminary Plat with the following Township comment: 1) Subject to engineer approval.  Motion carried.
Sketch Type Plat Review, Section 35 – Bill Pouliot was present with a sketch of property that he would like to sell to a developer.  There was a concern with the Township road 1400’ rule.  Bill Pouliot is to check if the easement to his proposed property line follows this rule.  Mr. Pouliot is to follow-up with Jon Bogart.

Pleasant Acres Estates Subordinate Service District Public Hearing – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to suspend the regular meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to open the public hearing for Pleasant Acres Estates at 8:06 p.m.  Motion carried.

The original public hearing was held March 3, 2003.  The purpose of this public hearing was to provide updated costs and project timeline to the residents.  Jess Hall explained that the total cost increased but the asphalt cost decreased.  The project cost is $51,250.00 with the Township share $28,749.00 and resident share $22,501.00.   The cost per parcel actually decreased from $645.71 to $642.89 and the four (4) ½ parcels decreased from $326.00 to $321.44.  Mr. Hall explained just what the Township will cover and explained the resident’s share.  There were seven (7) residents in attendance and they indicated that they were in favor of the project at this cost.  A resident questioned what could be done regarding another resident who tears up the road with their semi truck.  Jess Hall responded that here is a 7-ton weight limit for the road, therefore semi trucks are not allowed to park on the road.  Jeff Dotseth asked if the price was locked in.  Jess Hall responded in the affirmative for this construction season.  After a resident asked about if the road would be widened, Mr. Hall responded that the minimum is 22 feet, but that would require a lot of ditch work.  The road will be 20 feet wide and that if drainage issues arise after the blacktop is down it will be the responsibility of the property owner.  There was discussion about the moving and placement of mailboxes.  The residents were assured that no property would be taken by the Township.  Another resident questioned the possibility of installing streetlights.  The Town Board suggested that they, as a neighborhood, contact Connexus.  The project is anticipated to be completed in a month’s time.
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to close the public hearing at 8:27 p.m.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to contact Universal Enterprises and schedule the project.  Motion carried.

Southern Pines, Extend Letter of Credit - A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reduce the Letter of Credit from $14,211.90 to $4,500.00 and extend the expiration date from April 7, 2004 to July 6, 2004 for Southern Pines.  Motion carried.
Any Other Business – Eldon Johnson was present to explain why the property he has sold to a developer would go with a request to the City of Princeton to be annexed.  Mr. Johnson further stated that with the price of land etc., it makes sense to connect to the City of Princeton services.  He said that he is not necessarily excited about the annexation route, but cannot speak for the developers.  Jeff Dotseth asked if there are any options the Township can look at to encourage him to keep the property in the Township.  Mr. Johnson was told that the Township is already in contact with the City of Princeton about discussing various issues.  Mr. Johnson also spoke regarding the need of the individual townships and cities to work together.
Lester Kriesel presented a quote of $13,675.00 for an asphalt trailer.  Mr. Kriesel was asked to obtain two competitive quotes.  Discussion was to check with the City of Princeton and Livonia Township to either share this type of equipment or purchase jointly.  
Review Sherburne County Draft of Revised Cluster Ordinances – Jon Bogart’s comments were:

· Authority taken away from the Township.

· Road standards regulated to the County.

· Really written for larger cities – architectural standards.

· Hydric soil is wetland – got rid of buildability.

· Concrete sidewalks required – Would Township maintain?  (Subject to frost heave)

· County imposing standards that Township may not want.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send a letter to Sherburne County Zoning and the Sherburne County Commissioners stating that Baldwin Township is not in favor of the Ordinance as it is currently worded as it is vague and that the .  Township would like to maintain control over its own standards.  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed.  Eleanor Rittenour offered an amendment to the motion that the letter also state that Baldwin Township appreciates all the work the task force has done.  It was discussed that the Township recommends to the Commissioners to oppose the proposed revised cluster ordinance.  The Clerk was instructed to send copies of the letter to Cathryn Hanson, Sherburne County Planner, Sherburne County Commissioners and all Sherburne County Townships.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Jon Bogart, Tom Lewandoski, Tom Keller, Leo Offerman, Tim Bergh, Tom Miller, Mark Woolston, Bill Pouliot, Linda Fagerness, MaryLou Moriarity, Tom Moriarity, Chuck Skarolid, Pat Skarolid, Dave Bartz, Ervin Wenshay, Diane Wenshay, Eldon Johnson
