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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 8, 2005
Baldwin Township Clerk/Treasurer Cathy Stevens called the 2005 Annual Meeting for the Town of Baldwin to order at 8:02 p.m.  All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk accepted nominations for moderator.  Sue Hix nominated Betsy Wergin.  No other nominations were made.  Upon voice vote, Betsy Wergin was installed as moderator.
Approve 2004 Annual Meeting Minutes (March and August)
A motion was made by Herb Murphy and seconded by Pat Casey to approve the 2004 March and August Annual Meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report/Year 2004 Audit

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by William Good to approve the Treasurer’s report and year 2004 audit as presented.  Motion carried.
Kermit Young Recognition 

Jess Hall stated that Mr. Young had given the Township a generous gift of 80 acres of land which demonstrates a great deal of commitment on Mr. Young’s part.  This donation opens the doors for recreational use that otherwise would not be afforded.  Mr. Young was brought to the front of the room as a granite plaque had been made and was on display that will be installed on the property along with a larger sign that will be readable from the road.  Jess Hall read what was written on the plaque, “Baldwin Recreation Park, This 80 acre parcel was donated in the year 2004 by Kermit & Margritte Young for recreational and wildlife purposes to be enjoyed by the citizens of Baldwin Township”.  Mr. Hall stated that ‘Baldwin Recreation Park’ may not be the final name given to the property.  Mr. Hall stated that the Town Board will try to do him proud with what is done with the land.  Mr. Young stated that he was happy to donate the land and, in 25 years, it will make a big difference.  Mr. Hall informed the citizens present that Mr. Young is a former Town Board member and a fire warden for the Township for 42 years.  The citizens present gave a round of applause.
Update on Township Issues 

Robert Ruppe, Township Attorney, was present.  He stated that he had been asked by the Town Board to address the legal issues facing the Township.  Specifically, the discussions the Township has had with the City of Princeton regarding sewer agreements, annexation, etc.  The Township is exploring all options with the City of Princeton.  He has a concern regarding the petition for incorporation that is floating around the Township.  If the petition receives 100 signatures of Baldwin residents the petition would have to be filed with the State.  Once filed, the hands of the Town Board would be tied.  The incorporation process would automatically begin.  Right now, if that petition was submitted to the State, he feels that the incorporation proceeding would fail.  The Township does not meet all standards that are required such as planning & zoning, comprehensive plan, and plans for sewer and governmental services.  The Township is now negotiating with the City of Princeton.  Incorporation requests tells the State that town powers are not sufficient because the Township is becoming more urban in nature.  It would be opening up the Township to easy annexation by the City of Princeton.   The Town Board has not made any decisions and are just exploring all options with the City of Princeton.  Mr. Ruppe stated that he is available for questions for approximately 5 minutes after his presentation.  If citizens have questions please contact a Town Board member and they will contact him.  Mr. Ruppe stated that the Town Board is doing a wonderful job.   
Elaine Philippi questioned if incorporation means that there will be some annexation.  Mr. Ruppe replied that typically, yes.  
Julius Dorweiler stated that he disputes that fact that the Township is making great progress with the City of Princeton.  He has read all the minutes and newspaper articles and it doesn’t seem to reconcile to Mr. Ruppe’s comment that everything is going good.
Mr. Ruppe stated that most cities do not extend city services into a township without annexation.  The mere fact that the Township and the City of Princeton sat down and seriously talked about extension of sewer services was a great thing as these issues 
are the most contentious things that there is.  We sat and talked about all the options without any entity getting angry and walking away.  The Town Board is getting the facts and figures and still pursing.  Mr. Dorweiler stated that he has talked to the Town Board Supervisors and has studies these issues.  Talk is cheap and predicts, when it is all over, the Township will not win as the City of Princeton wants the Township land and the value of property.  It is like giving away the family farm.  Mr. Ruppe replied that the Town Board has retained his firm’s services as they specialize in Township law and annexation issues.
Townships right now have a gun to their head and townships need to say that they will not roll over and play dead.  We know that chances are 50/50 or less in front of  a municipal judge.  The Town Board is trying to get all they can for the citizens and, normally, discussions would be cut off from the City of Princeton.  Mr. Dorweiler stated that there is more people in Baldwin Township and more land than in the City of Princeton.  Why sit and wait and lose it?  Mr. Ruppe stated that the city can annex 60 acres at a time and the Township has no voice at all.  The Township needs to get planning & zoning set up and set up a plan for sewer and water before any attempt by the Township to incorporate.  The Town Board is doing this at this time.  Mr. Dorweiler stated that he had sent a letter to the Baldwin Town Board Supervisors several years ago which had stated that he felt that the Township should adopt the county’s comprehensive plan.  No action was taken by the Town Board at that time.  
Mr. Ruppe stated that the Township would not spend the money for infrastrure without a solid contract with the City of Princeton.  The city is looking at the long term and he 
feels that the city would like to see the Township and city merge.  This is one of the items both the Town Board and City Council has discussed.  The city has a municipal plant that they need to pay for.  When a city sells sewer capacity they are allowed to realize a profit.
He feels that the city’s goals are looking at a few things:  foster the greater community and economic incentive.
Terry Carlile questioned if the Township proves that it would be hardship, could it keep the commercial land and not let it be annexed to the city?  Mr. Ruppe replied no.  The main reason for a city to annex is to increase their tax base and population, which would enable larger state aid.  There is one provision in the State Statute where the municipal judge is supposed to weigh what the hardship would be on the remaining portion of a township after it has been annexed but it doesn’t happen too often.  
Elaine Philippi questioned how much say a property owner has in whether or not they are annexed.  Mr. Ruppe replied that, in a contested case, residents do not have a say at all.
Eric Strandberg questioned if a city has to show they can handle what they have already and be able to handle the annexed area.  Mr. Ruppe replied yes.  There are 14 factors that a municipal judge is supposed to consider.  
Elaine Philippi questioned the timeframe that the Town Board is looking at in getting discussions with the city completed.   Mr. Ruppe replied that talks will continue until an impasse is reached.  The next meeting with City of Princeton is scheduled for May 5th, 4:00 p.m. at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The Township had given the city a proposed sewer agreement and, at the May meeting, a revised sewer agreement will be reviewed.  Mrs. Philippi questioned if the Township is far from asking for incorporation.  Mr. Ruppe replied that the Township needs to have planning & zoning in place with a track record and a sewer and water plan in place as the municipal judge would be looking for a seamless transition.  The Town Board recognizes that these factors and are working to obtain.  It would be possible to have these items in place within 1-2 years.   
Marlys Heffron commented that these meetings between the Township and city are difficult to attend.  Mr. Ruppe replied that 4:00 p.m. is the city’s normally scheduled work session and that time worked for the Town Board Supervisors.
Craig Hilburn stated that he feels there is a  lot of negativity and contention.  Has there been any talk about any positive long terms goals such as a  community center and a ‘big box’ retailer?  Is there any forward momentum being discussed at these meetings? Mr. 
Ruppe replied that  discussion has centered on annexation issues and sewer capacity issues and where both the Town Board and City Council sees the future.  The Town Board has told city that they would like to do more joint power agreements with the city.  In his opinion, the discussions with the city has been very positive.  
Eleanor Rittenour stated that it goes both ways as it  reflects that the City of Princeton can work with the townships and the townships can work with the city.  Mr. Ruppe stated that the city is making an effort recognizing the needs of both the townships and the city.  The Baldwin Town Board is exploring all of the possibilities.  His job is to get all the options available to the Town Board.  
2006 Budget Proposal 

Betsy Wergin announced that copies of the 2004 Township audit were available for viewing at the Town Hall anytime the office is open.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board sits down before the Annual Meeting and determined a recommended budget.  
The following is the proposed 2006 budget:
BALDWIN TOWNSHIP LEVY PROPOSAL

                                        PROPOSED FOR 2006             CERTIFIED FOR 2005

GENERAL FUND                     $192,426.00                                  $151,881.00

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND         $300,000.00                                  $290,000.00

CAPITAL FUND                       $100,000.00                                  $  60,000.00

FIRE FUND                              $160,000.00                                  $150,000.00

CEMETERY FUND                  $    1,000.00                                  $    1,000.00

PARK FUND                            $    1,000.00                                  $    1,000.00

FIRE RELIEF FUND
      $  25,000.00                                  $        0

TOTALS                                   $779,426.00                                 $653,881.00

TOTAL OF PROPOSED LEVY WILL BE AFFECTED BY ANY CHANGES APPROVED THIS EVENING.  (Approximately 19.2% Increase)
Mr. Lawrence stated the General Fund shows a 26% increase over 2005.  The Road & Bridge Fund shows an increase of 3%.  The Capital Fund shows an increase of 66%.  The Fire Fund shows an increase of 6.6%.  The Cemetery and Park Funds remain the same as 2005.  The Fire Relief Fund needs to be established on behalf of the fire department to ensure the future of fire fighters as they retire.  In discussions with the County Auditor and Assessor, this increase does not reflect any increase in taxes if your property value does not change.  
Road Report 

Jeff Dotseth reported that the Township completed road projects totaling $212,140.76 in 2004.  The anticipated projects for 2005 are:  
$  40,000   277th Avenue

      5,000   Prairie Ridge

    13,000   Fox Ridge

    10,000   Sinkholes (104th Street & Deerwood Acres)

  132,000   Normal & emergencies

    90,000   Birch Acres

$290,000
The anticipated projects for 2006 are:
$  20,000  285th Avenue

    20,000  125th Street (Frontage Road)

    10,000  Woodland Acres

  100,000  283rd Avenue

  150,000  Normal & emergencies

$300,000

The anticipated projects for 2007 are:
$100,000  100th Street

    30,000   Long Pond

    30,000   96th Street (Baldwin’s share)

  150,000   Normal & emergencies

$310,000

Mr. Dotseth stated that the Town Board would like to meet with the residents of Birch Acres before commencing with the project.  Elaine Philippi stated that she had to pay part for her road project and is that true for these projects?  Mr. Dotseth replied that the Birch Acres project is a cost share with the residents.  Marlys Heffron questioned what portion of 277th Avenue is scheduled to be worked on this year.  Jess Hall specified the area.  Ms. Heffron questioned what portion of 285th Avenue is scheduled to be worked on in 2006.  Terry Carlile specified the area.  Mike Seurer questioned what portion of 283rd Avenue is scheduled to be worked on in 2006.  Terry Carlile specified the area.  Mike Rademacher questioned what the usual cost share is between the Township and residents.  Mr. Dotseth replied approximately 50%.  
Fire Department Report  
Chief Mark Bennett reported that the Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue Department, also known as Baldwin Fire Department, had 170 calls for service in 2004.  This is a 10% increase over 2003.  Chief  Bennett presented the breakdown of the calls.  He stated the severity of the calls did decrease as they experienced one fatality in an automobile accident in December.  The department has held public fire education with tours of the fire station, the department was involved with the Princeton schools fire safety in October, the department held an open house during fire prevention week with a dance and food service.
The department is planning an open house for this year during fire prevention week.  The community dance will move to July.
The projects completed in 2004 were:
*  60 foot concrete apron and blacktop driveway completed

*  Work started on kitchen and training room upstairs 
The community has supported the department with donations:

* Donations of time and material for metal fabrication of trucks
* Food and beverage when training

* House burns

* Vehicles donated to be used for extrication

Large donations received in 2004:

* Spare fire engine from City of Zimmerman

* 2nd spare fire engine with hose and appliances from City of Minneapolis

* Hose from City of Robbinsdale

* $1,500 from Princeton VFW Ladies Auxiliary
* Salvage covers donated from business located in St. Cloud
The department applied for, and received, several grants:
* ECM Publishing – $900

* Connexus – $2,500

* Fire EMS – $3,700 to purchase a defibrillator
* County Hazmat – $2,000

* DNR - $5,000

The Department has set up a recognition program.  The fire station has a plaque that is engraved with a name if the donation is over $500.  They also provide a plaque to the business or individual. 
There had been a major concern  when the department was started of being properly staffed.  A lot of dedicated men and women have joined the department.  Due to some life changing events of several firefighters, the department is looking to hire a few individuals at this time.  Chief Bennett would like to personally thank the men and women of the Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue Department.
Chief Bennett stated that the Relief Fund is something that the majority of departments have.  The Baldwin firefighters are paid every 6 months.  The Relief Fund is a way to fund their retirement.  It is a fund that would be controlled by the State of Minnesota.  
The department has started underwater training and is setting up a county wide emergency response dive team that would specialize in body recovery, bringing up wrecks (cars, snowmobiles, etc.).  The team would be housed at Baldwin and the equipment stays at Baldwin.  This is a team that does not existing in the county at this time.    

Betsy Wergin asked all Baldwin firefighters to stand up and received applause from the citizens in attendance.
Baldwin Park Committee Progress Report
Dave Patten of the Park Committee reported that Sue Hix had recently retired from the committee and they are looking for one new member right now.  Dave Bartz may be moving out of town so the committee would be looking for two new members and an alternate member.  The Park Committee meets one night a month.  The purpose of the Park Committee is to look for recreational opportunities in the Township.  The committee is now working on the town hall park.  Mr. Patten spoke of what was planned for the town hall park.  The grading work will be donated by West Branch Construction and will be completed this year.  Two Eagle Scouts, Trevor Granberg and Jon Christenson, completed a volleyball court and horseshoe pits for their Eagle Scout project.  The reason the park was placed at the town hall was its proximity to the old railroad bed located east of the town hall.  The park would hook up to an existing trail that runs from County Road 9 to the City of Princeton with Baldwin Town Hall being a stopping point.  It is a good thing if children and parents associate a good time with where their government is located.
The Park Committee reviews plats for contribution by developers for park fees and then makes recommendations to the Town Board.  With the recent dedication of 80 acres the Park Committee is looking for funding to use for purchasing equipment and development of the park.  The committee is not sure what the Town Board is looking to do with the acreage so the Park Committee will be sitting down with the Town Board to discuss.
The Park Committee would like, instead of $1,000 Park Fund, adding $20.00 per household to be added to the 2006 budget (approximately $36,000) which would allow structures and equipment and future planning for parks and trails.  

Elaine Philippi asked if residents needed to bring their own horseshoes.  Mr. Patten replied yes.  Mrs. Philippi asked when the path was planned to be completed.  Mr. Patten replied that the proposal is to have the distance from the town hall to the City of Princeton paved.  Kim Good stated that the county has applied for a grant and they are looking at the town hall as a destination.  Mrs. Philippi questioned if the equipment purchased for the town hall park would be paid for by county funding.  Mr. Patten replied no, it would be funded by Baldwin Township and read off a list of approximate costs for such equipment.  Mike Seurer stated that part of the funds will be coming from the county in the form of a grant which means that the $36,000 requested tonight could essentially double if the county does receive the grant.
A motion was made by Dave Patten and seconded by Craig Hilburn to add $20.00 per household, or $36,000, to the 2006 Park Fund.  Discussion followed.  Craig Hilburn stated that one of the problems is there is no where to go if you have children.  There are no parks put into new developments.  Joe Blattner stated that the Township just had 80 acres donated from Kermit Young and feels that there is no need to donate $20.00 per household.  Mr. Patten stated that, with the donation of the 80 acres, if there is not proper planning and if there is no trails to walk on and no structures and also without trails that connect that go to different areas, there is no contiguous areas of recreation.  The Park Committee has identified four (4) different quadrants of the Township.  The town hall park satisfies one quadrant and the Kermit Young property may satisfy the entire east side of the Township.  The reason for the park/trail system is to ensure parks and trails are in specific areas of the Township.  Mike Seurer stated that he is all in favor of doing something for our families.  Jess Hall had talked about the future of the commitment regarding the property donated by Kermit Young.  It is up to the Town Board where that money will be spent as the Park Committee is an advisory board to the Town Board. He is asking the citizens for their vote in favor of the $20.00 per household increase.  He feels that the $20.00 per household will not cause any great increase in their 2006 property taxes.  
Jess Hall stated that he is in favor of parks.  He is, however, not in favor of the way that the problem is being approached tonight.  First of all, the Park Committee should have come to the Town Board with a budget request.  The Town Board did not get any request from the Park Committee this year for money.  The Town Board members can vouch for the fact that when he proposed a first possible levy for 2006 he had $21,000 in the budget for the parks.  But nobody was there to defend it and ask for that money to remain in the budget so it was whittled away and put in other issues or line items.  Secondly, we can really thank Betsy Wergin for when she was a commissioner she proposed and had passed a motion down at the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners that 75% of the park money that is generated in Baldwin Township, or any of the other townships, is to come back to the township from which it originated.  We have not tapped into that money at all.  The statement from Sherburne County which shows Baldwin Township has over $100,000 in that park fund sitting down at the Sherburne County Court House.  We should come up with some park proposals and request that money to come back to Baldwin Township for park purposes.  He is not against parks.  If the Park Committee comes with a proposal to the Town Board and it is a good legitimate request he doesn’t  think there will be any problem in getting approval to get money for a worthwhile project.
Betsy Wergin stated she has been asked to call the question.  In favor of calling the question and ending further discussion on the motion:  36.  In favor of additional discussion on the motion: 8.  

In favor to add $20.00 per resident, or $36,000 for park and recreation: 10.
Not in favor to add $20.00 per resident, or $36,000 for park and recreation: 34.

The motion failed.

Princeton Area Library, Request for Funding

Robin Suhsen was present representing the Princeton Area Library’s request for $5,800 for 2006.  The money would allow for extra hours to be open.  The library’s budget is not keeping up with growth.  Their circulation was up 12% in the year 2004.  Their request of $5,800 is based on Baldwin Township’s 2003 estimated population.  A motion was made by Robin Suhsen and seconded by Joe Blattner to add $1.00 per resident to support libraries.  Discussion followed.  Jess Hall made a friendly amendment, was with approved by both the mover and seconded to the original motion, to increase the donation to $6,200 as the population for Baldwin Township is now at 6200.  The motion carried.  
Mille Lacs County Historical Society, Request for Funding

Betty Jensen was present representing the Mille Lacs County Historical Society request for $2,000 for 2006.  She informed the residents that the society’s main goal is to preserve the Depot as it is on the national register of historical buildings.  A motion was made by Jerome DeLong  and seconded by Tim Jensen to approve a $2,000 donation in the year 2006 to the Mille Lacs County Historical Society.  

In favor of the motion:  28.  Opposed to the motion:   10.  The motion carried.
2006 Budget 
Betsy Wergin stated that the two (2) requests for funding have added $8,200 to the 2006 proposed levy (or budget).  The new proposed 2006 total would be at $787,626.00.  No discussion on the new proposed budget.  Hearing none, those in favor of the budget as proposed: all.  Opposed to the proposed budget:  none.  The motion carried.
Legal Publisher/Depository/Public Postings

The Clerk informed the citizens that the Township holds three (3) accounts at Bremer Bank.  The bank, in 2004, charged the Township approximately $122.00 in service charges.  Curt Smallbrock, branch manager of the Princeton U.S. Bank was present.  U.S. Bank had given Baldwin Township a banking proposal that indicated no service changes would be charged against the Township.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to start utilizing U.S. Bank as Baldwin Township’s main depository.  The motion carried.  

Legal Publisher 

A motion was made by Robin Suhsen and seconded by Jess Hall to keep the Princeton Union-Eagle as Baldwin Township’s legal publisher.  The motion carried.

Public Postings
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jim Pagel to keep the Baldwin Town Hall and Marv’s True Value as public posting areas.  The motion carried.  
Any Other Business

The Clerk reported the progress made on the Township web site.  

Election Results 
The Clerk read the unofficial results of the 2005 Township election:

Total votes:  189

Jeff A. Dotseth: 99 votes

John A. Frantesl: 33 votes

Paul Vollkommer: 57 votes

The Clerk informed the citizens that the Town Board, acting as the Board of Canvass, will be meeting Thursday, March 10, 2005, 6:00 p.m. to officially certify the election results.  
Schedule 2006 Annual Town Meeting
Scheduled for Tuesday, March 14, 2006.

Betsy Wergin thanked the citizens for attending.

Adjourn
A motion was made by Robin Suhsen and seconded by Marlys Heffron to adjourn at 10:05 p.m.  The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Julius Dorweiler, Dave Bartz, Kermit Young, Bonnie Zurek, Michael Zurek, Elaine Philippi, David Patten, Brian Vork, June DeLong, Jerome DeLong, Joel Thompson, Robin Suhsen, Jerry Heffron, Rhonda Good, William Good, Dennis Lindberg, Corrine Murphy, Herb Murphy, Glenn Jensen, Betty Jensen, Carrie Cote, Jamin Wood, Jeremy Evans, Jim Pagel, Tony Stith, Elizabeth Stith, Donald Larsen, Marilyn Larsen, Richard Wergin, Betsy Wergin, Brian Bumgarner, Gregg Ashe, Dean Kleinhaus, Pat Casey, Jan Casey, Pat Gustafson, Ken Gustafson, John Frantesl, Barbie Frantesl, Craig Hilburn, Joe Blattner, Tim Jensen, Michelle Ashe, Sue Hix, Kim Good, Michael Seurer, Mike Rademacher, John Tofte, Marlys Heffron, Mary Beth Torborg, Robert Ruppe, Jess Hall, Eleanor Rittenour, Bryan Lawrence, Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Terry Carlile, Becky Hall

