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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

March 3, 2008
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  Supervisor Jim Oliver absent.
Call to Order – The March 3, 2008 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:01 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Paul Vollkommer requested that “Update on Contacting the Auditor” be added as letter “h” under “Old Business”.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the regular meeting agenda with the addition.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
February 2008 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $29,836.55 and disbursements of $38,397.31, check numbers 12474 – 12572, leaving a balance of $468,318.70.  The February 2008 final treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.
March 2008 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,036.36 and disbursements of $34,967.39, check numbers 12573 – 12614, leaving a preliminary balance of $435,713.33.
Sheriff’s Report – Not present.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Town Board Meeting Minutes of:
· December 4, 2007;

· January 7, 2008;

· January 8, 2008;

· February 4, 2008;

· February 5, 2008;

· February 11, 2008; and

· February 25, 2008, Board of Audit.

It was questioned by Vollkommer about January 7, 2008 minutes regarding if an internal control audit would be a natural occurrence.  Chairman Lawrence said not enough difference to make a change in the minutes.  Jeff Dotseth called the question. On the vote: Ayes – 3; Nays – 1.  Motion carried with Vollkommer opposed.  
Open Forum for Citizens – None.
OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Brian Torborg reported that January was one of the quietest months with only 10 calls.  One was a structure fire.  Zimmerman was there along with the City of Princeton.  It turned out to be a small fire in the bedroom.  The fire damage was minimal, but the smoke damage was 100%.
Fire Station Electrical Wiring – The wiring in the underground tank which was rerouted last summer.  A quote from Princeton Electric is at $1625.00.  The wiring was never completed by the previous contractor therefore moisture collected in the connectors.  Kriesel commented that OSHA would give out a heavy fine for something like this.  The wiring was done when the cement work was done.  It was suggested to look at more quotes and check further into the codes.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the Tuesday meeting.  On the vote: Ayes – 3; Nays – 1.  Motion carried with Vollkommer opposed. 
Bryan Lawrence asked Terry Carlile to contact the well people.  The close button on the garage door is also sticking.
Park Committee Report – Dave Patten talked about the Young park details and the wetland permit.  He said he has spoken to Bill Bronder, Sherburne County Soil & Water, about the wetlands.  The rules changed where now you cannot disturb 2500 feet of wetlands, where before it was 5000 feet.  The trails were planned with the 5000 requirement.  The interview with Kermit Young was done with himself and Jeff Holm.  Mr. Young is going to pay for the monument.  
Consideration of Joining Princeton Area Joint Parks & Trails Planning Board – Joining Princeton with parks and trails has been looked into by Baldwin Township.   Baldwin Township is not opposed to it, although the township attorney has also looked at it and has made advisement not to sign at this time.  There is a concern with the taxing authority that a parks and trails planning board would have.  Bryan Lawrence will check with Troy Gilchrist to determine if he has contacted Jay Blade.  According to Dave Patten, Sherburne County is comfortable with the wording at this time.  
Review Park Committee Applicants – Dave Patten was the only applicant for the Park Committee opening.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve Dave Patten for the position.  . On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.  Jeff Dotseth thanked Patten for his commitment.   
Surveillance Camera Update – Lester Kriesel questioned if a surveillance camera was still needed.  He will get some ideas for prices and return with the information for the board’s review.
Approve/Disapprove Revised Pay Equity Report – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the revised pay equity report.  . On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
County Auditor – Bryan Lawrence read the email addressed to Paul Vollkommer received from Diane Arnold regarding “M.S. Statues 368.01 Baldwin Township”.  The email read:  “3/3/2008, Paul - In regards to your phone call today 3/3/2008 regarding whether or not the Twp of Baldwin had filed in writing to the county auditor and the secretary of state RE: 368.01 subd. 30 Notice to auditor, secretary of state, filing.  Based on your information that you provided to me, I would refer you to the State Attorney General for an Opinion, since I am not a Attorney, and it seems like you have two different opinions from 2 different Attny's on how that Statues reads as to if something has to be filed with either office for the creation of a Fire Department. ( Not a Fire District which is different.)  Based on that Opinion you can move forward.
Sincerely,
Diane Arnold
Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer
cc- Baldwin Twp”
Lawrence suggested giving the memo to township attorney, Troy Gilchrist on Tuesday.  Vollkommer stated that she (Diane Arnold) was not contacted.  Lawrence stated that he had gone to Diane Arnold’s office the next day (after the February town board meeting) and talked to her.  Vollkommer stated that it was her understanding that she needed something in writing and questioned how the township could have a fire department without it being a district.  Lawrence stated  that he did go down and talk to Diane Arnold and the clerk did talk to the secretary of state’s office and all they requested was a copy of the resolution establishing the fire department.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a copy of the resolution to the county.  Lawrence questioned if there would be other repercussions for filing the resolution when the township attorney said the township did not need to.  Dotseth amended his motion to present the issue to legal council tomorrow night.  Kriesel agreed to the amendment made by Dotseth.  Vollkommer stated that the only problem is that the township is relying on their attorney, and he is wrong.  Lawrence stated that the town board can override the attorney.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Approve/Disapprove Sherburne County Ordinance #156 – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Sherburne County Ordinance #156, Amendment to Sherburne County Subdivision Ordinance.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Acknowledgement of 2009 Assessment Fee Increase – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer authorizing the clerk to send a letter to the county commissioners questioning the drastic increase over the years and if they can show justification.   On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Capital Asset Accounting Software – So that more options could be checked into, Jeff Dotseth made a motion, seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.   On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously
Approve/Disapprove Purchasing CD for Cemetery Fund – It was suggested that Scott Liestman, Edward Jones, be invited to a meeting either in March or April to discuss certificates of deposits.
Schedule Oath of Office & Reorganization Meeting – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule the Oath of Office & Reorganization meeting for Monday, March 24, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously
Approve/Disapprove Transfer of $3,867.00 from Capital Fund to Debt Service Fund, Certificate of Indebtedness Interest Payment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the transfer of $3,867.00 from the capital fund to the debt service fund for a certificated of indebtedness interest payment.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Stormwater Workshop, Wednesday, March 19, Elk River Lions Park.
· Annual Drainage Wetland & Natural Resources Conference, March 26, St. Cloud Civic Center.

· Annexation Public Hearing, City of Princeton, Thursday, March 27, 7:00 pm will be reviewed Tuesday with Troy Gilchrest.

· MN Spring Maintenance Expo. April 15-16, 2008, St. Cloud Civic Center.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  None.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment  - A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the bills for payment from check numbers 12573 to 12614  totaling $34,967.39.  On the vote: Ayes – 3; Nays – 0.  The motion carried with Jeff Dotseth out of the room.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously
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