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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
March 4, 2008

Present –Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  Supervisor Jim Oliver was absent.


Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence on March 4, 2008 at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence requested that “f” from old business be removed.  Added is “d” under Announcements Herb Murphy’s Historical Sketches books have arrived.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Open Forum for Citizens - None.
2007 Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office Annual Report – Captain Joel Brott and Sgt. Bob Strangler were present from the Sherburne County Sheriff’s office.  Brott gave an overview of the annual report.  A PowerPoint presentation was given by Sgt. Strangler.  Bryan Lawrence thanked them for attending.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: None.
PLATS: None.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that there was nothing going on right now.  Bryan Lawrence said he received a positive call from a resident regarding how well the roads have been taken care of.
Terry Carlile reported there were road right of way issues for 312th Avenue.  There are approximately 45 trees in the first right hand curve.  Carlile asked Devon Warren and Jesse Ewert for a quote to remove some of the trees.  Bryan Lawrence suggested not doing removal until the easements and everything is taken care of.  Resident Jess Hall said he remembered when the road was put in.  Because of a low area along Hwy.169 the road shifted west.  It was a big issue at the time.  Hall cautioned to be careful when starting to cut down trees.  He didn’t thing we had adopted the road, but found out that the township paid for 1/3 of the improving of the road at a cost of about $2,500.  The other 1/3’s were paid by Knife River and the developer.  Baldwin Township has been maintaining the road.  It was suggested to not deal with these issues until the township knows exactly where the road right of way line is.
Road & Bridge PowerPoint Presentation – There was discussion among the town board regarding crack sealing, repair, and possible replacement of roads.  In general the roads aren’t in poor shape, but we will need to do repair in future years.  Terry Carlile has a PowerPoint presentation prepared.  A 10-year plan, and not a 5-year plan, with an end goal of improving high traffic roads in the township would be advantageous.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Terry Carlile giving the road and bridge PowerPoint presentation at the Annual Meeting.  Board members who want alterations should work with Terry.  On the vote: Ayes: 3; Nays: 1.  The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
County Planning & Zoning Report – A memo to the Baldwin Township Board from Jess Hall reads as follows:

“MEMO TO BALDWIN TOWNSHIP BOARD

To:

Supervisors

From:

Jess A. Hall, Planning & Zoning Rep.

Date of meeting:
February 21, 2008

Subject:
Items of Interest

     The last P. & Z. meeting did not have any items of great interest to Baldwin Township.  The only item of some interest would be the application of Vonco, a demolition company to expand their current demolition landfill south of Becker, near the Mississippi River.

     They want to expand the current 160 acre site by an additional 200 acres which would give them 42 years of capacity rather than the 20 additional years they now have.

     The P. & Z. commission recommended approval of the gravel mining application but denied the expansion.  It’s now up to the County Commissioners whether or not they get approval for the demolition part of their plans.

     We also did recommend approval of another change in the ordinance, dealing with administrative abilities of a rather minor nature, that I am sure will be forwarded to this board for their approval and assimilation into the current zoning ordinances.”
Review All Mutual Aid Agreements in Place – Bryan Lawrence stated that there is no action needed at this time.  Paul Vollkommer stated that there is mutual aid only for the NE quadrant and there were no board motions ratifying the agreements in place.  Vollkommer questioned what the automatic mutual aid situation is at this time.  Brian Torborg reported that John Olson has been contacted as Torborg’s work has been done.  Torborg is now waiting for Olson to get back to him.  Lawrence questioned if Torborg is waiting for the county to enter his information into their computers and, when they are finished, it will be done.  Torborg responded ‘yes’.  
Approve/Disapprove Mutual Aid Agreement for Water Related Incidents Between Baldwin Township and the County of Isanti -  Taken off the agenda by Bryan Lawrence under additions/corrections to the agenda.
Appointment of Fire Chief – The position of fire chief was posted following procedure.  Brian Torborg was the only applicant.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the appointment of Brian Torborg as fire chief.  
Paul Vollkommer brought up his concern about a liability issue.  Question called by Jeff Dotseth.  On the vote: Ayes: 3; Nays: 1.  The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.   In favor of the appointment of Brian Torborg as fire chief: Dotseth, Kriesel and Lawrence.  Opposed to the appointment of Brian Torborg as fire chief:  Vollkommer.  Motion carried.  The appointment will be reviewed yearly by the town board.
Approve/Disapprove Township Attorney Attending Annual Meeting – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel for approval of the township attorney to attend the Annual Meeting.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Agreement for the Bituminous Surfacing & Striping of 283rd Avenue from US Hwy 169 to County Road 39 in Baldwin Township, Minnesota – Soil borings are done.  There is about a foot and a half of peat in various spots, but Jon Bogart doesn’t think it will be a problem.  There is no cost benefit for removing the peat.  
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to approve.  Motion failed due to lack of a second.
Paul Vollkommer wondered where the levy money was for this project.  Bryan Lawrence said that money was not specifically levied.  There was dirt work done for 283rd in 2006.  It was suggested that the minutes regarding 283rd be made available for the next meeting.  Terry Carlile said that in 2005 a lot of the money went to do work on 277th.  We needed to do something with that road which put the budget off track.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to approve the agreement for the bituminous surfacing & striping of 283rd Avenue from US Hwy 169 to County Road 39 in Baldwin Township, Minnesota.   Motion failed due to lack of a second.
The agreement from the county was read and are included as follows: 
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A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the agreement for bituminous surfacing and striping of 283rd Avenue from US Hwy 169 to County Road 39 in Baldwin Township, Minnesota with written response from the county that verifies warranty and bond.  There was discussion regarding budgeting an additional 10% for overtures.  A friendly amendment was made by Jeff Dotseth with Paul Vollkommer accepting that an additional 10% be added.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Fire Station Electrical Wiring (Tabled from 3/3/08 Mtg) –Princeton Electric did all the wiring.  There is a short to ground from the outside to the well.  The well company was able to identify the problem, but nothing can be done until spring.  Princeton Electric has given a figure of $1625 for repairs, and they will also check out the wiring for the garage doors.  
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve Princeton Electric doing repairs at a cost of $1625 to bring everything up to code, and the money to be taken out of the capital fund.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
It was discussed whether another $300 be set aside to do the wire to the well.  Carlile said he will obtain some quotes.   
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to allow another $500 to be invested in the wiring project if needed.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Attorney Review of Joint Planning Agreement for the Provision of Parks and Trails Development (Tabled 3/3/08) – Troy Gilchrist said he did review the joint planning agreement for the provision of parks and trails development.  He previously recommended the township not to sign the agreement.  He still recommends not signing it since it locks the township in for 10 years.  
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.  Bryan Lawrence said he had heard that the county was favorable to the document.  Vollkommer rescinded the above motion and moves to table until Gilchrist has some answers as to why the county changed its mind.  The motion was seconded by Lester Kriesel.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
County Auditor Fire Department Issue (Tabled from 3/3/08 Mtg)– Paul Vollkommer reported that Baldwin Township is not on record on having a fire department anywhere in the state.  Troy Gilchrist said that he was not aware of any state statutes that require a statutory requirement notification.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Troy Gilchrist draft a letter and send to the township clerk for her to send it to the secretary of state and the county auditor.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays:  0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Review with Township Attorney the Annexation Public Hearing, City of Princeton, Thursday, March 27, 7:00 p.m. – Bryan Lawrence said the parcel is owned by a developer, and borders the city through a railroad right of way.  The only reason they are asking for annexation is for financial assistance.  There is no legal leverage from stopping the annexation.  The township’s concern is that it is in a development, and the owner owns other properties.  It could be a domino effect.  Troy Gilchrist suggested the township try to talk to the developer and ask what the city is giving.  The township does have some economic development tools.  
NEW BUSINESS:

Approve/Disapprove Request for Informal Opinion Regarding a Prospective Town Road Involving 4 Properties in Section 16 – Bryan Lawrence read the letter from BGS, Attorneys at Law regarding a prospective town road involving 4 properties in Section 16.  The letter is included in these minutes.
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Lawrence said that these roads were never maintained by the township.  There was discussion on whether someone else’s access is limited, and how it affects the property owner’s access to Hwy.169.  Gilchrist said it would be subjected to a 12-foot driveway easement as shown on the map.  Lawrence stated that the township doesn’t ever foresee using it as a township road, but access needs to be maintained to Highway 169.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to have Troy Gilchrist contact the law firm so that Gilchrist can form an opinion.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Election and Annual Meeting, Tuesday, March 11, 2008
· Board of Canvass Meeting, Thursday, March 13, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

· MAT Short Courses, St. Cloud, Monday, March 24, 2008

· Herb Murphy’s Historical Sketches books have arrived.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Jeff Dotseth and Troy Gilchrist attended a meeting with the City of Princeton regarding the orderly annexation agreement.  Discussion was held on the airport expansion and the proposed development in that area.  Gilchrist said there was talk about zoning within the orderly annexation area.  The city’s hope is that it would be a low density agricultural type of area. Gilchrist will draft some language to look at.  Dotseth suggested the entire board should attend meetings with the city to discuss these issues since some decisions need to be made.
Jeff Dotseth was thanked for his service to the Baldwin Township board.  Dotseth replied that it was an honor and a privilege to serve.
Bryan Lawrence had a question regarding if the city can extend zoning into the township for a length of 2 miles.  Gilchrist said no if the township has adopted a subdivision ordinance.
Approve/Disapprove Check #’s 12615-12616, Totaling $310.65 – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve check numbers 12615 to 12616 totaling $310.65.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
__________________________________
_________________________________

Submitted By: (s/) Cathy Stevens


Approved By: (s/) Bryan Lawrence

Clerk/Treasurer




Chairman, Board of Supervisors

Baldwin Township




Baldwin Township

Attendees:  Julius L. Dorweiler, Dennis D. Lindberg, Jesse Ewert, Jess Hall, Quintin Reece, Jeff Holm, Devon Warren, Troy Gilchrist, Jon Bogart, Joel Brott, Bob Strangler, Terry Carlile, Zachary Good, Brian Torborg, Elaine Philippi
