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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

January 3, 2005

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Eleanor Rittenour, Bryan Lawrence, Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall.

Call to Order – The January 3, 2005 regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jeff Dotseth requested that ‘snowplowing issues’ be added under Road Report.  
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

December Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasure reported receipts of $301,850.16, disbursements of $171,588.00, check numbers 9413 – 9477, leaving a balance of $399,323.91.  The December final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

January Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $18,610.13, disbursements of $71,055.71, check numbers 9478 – 9528, leaving a balance of $347,275.23.

Sheriff’s Report – Deputy Don Starry reported on December activity.  The Sheriff’s department will contact the Township with information on holding a workshop dealing with how to detect meth labs.  

Approval of Consent Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour asked for an addition to the 6th paragraph of page 3 of the December 6, 2004 minutes to include “drafted by the Township Attorney, Clifford Lundberg.   Eleanor Rittenour asked for a correction to the 5th paragraph of page 4 of the December 6, 2004 minutes correcting the work ‘haven’ to ‘have’.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the following items on the consent agenda with corrections as noted above: 

a)  Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of November 29, 2004;   

b)  Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of December 6, 2004 with    

       corrections.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that there was a complaint with the snowplowing being done with the new Township contractor.  It was thought that maybe the wing wasn’t being put down and the snow wasn’t going off the road.  Some spots were okay, others not.  On the south side of Sandy Lake there was a lot of sand put down, and the contractor is not supposed to plow the access off of Sandy Lake, but did.  Both Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel will talk to the contractor.  The hydraulic hose is broken on the big plow truck and will be taken in for repair.

Discuss Purchase of Case 621 – Roger Anderson of Anderson, Inc. was present with a quote on a used Case 621 4wd rubber tired loader for the sum of $38,900.00 plus $2,528.50 tax for a total of $41,428.50.  Anderson said that the Case 621 is still in stock and it’s the most versatile piece of equipment on the market for either snow or loading sand.  A forklift and boom can be installed.  It’s a 1992 loader with 5,800 hours.  A utility contractor from Cedar Rapids, Iowa was the previous owner.  The tires are 50% or better.  It comes equipped with a general purpose 2 ¼ yard bucket and can go up to a 3 ½ to 4 yard bucket.  Mower attachments may be available, but there might be a problem with the hydraulics.  There is heat, but no air-conditioning.  Jeff Dotseth asked if a purchase of the loader would tie in with the capital fund.  The Clerk responded that the fund has a balance of $26,584.83.  Anderson presented a lease proposal as an alternative to the outright purchase of the loader, leasing through Northland Capital located in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  


Lease amount



$38,900.00


Interest rate as of



Jan. 1, 2005 at 6.9%


3 Annual payments with



the first one in advance

$13,870.00



plus sales tax

 
      901.55




Total Annual Payment

$14,771.55



Total of 3 Annual Payments
$44,314.65


4 Annual payments with 



the first one in advance

$10,750.00



plus sales tax


       698.75



Total Annual Payment

$11,448.75



Total of 4 Annual Payments
$45,795.00


5 Annual payments with



the first one in advance

 $8,885.00



plus sales tax


      557.52



Total Annual Payment

 $9,462.52



Total of 5 Annual Payments         $47,312.60

At the end of each of the payment schedules, the machine may be purchased for one dollar.

Eleanor Rittenour mentioned that some of the capital improvements for 2004 had not yet been done, including the hot mix trailer and the town hall heating and air-conditioning.  It was decided to table until a second quote is received.  

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that there were 17 calls in the month of December.  An engine was donated from Minneapolis, and is not at General Safety getting the pump evaluated.  The City of Zimmerman also donated an engine.  The Princeton VFW Auxiliary donated $1,500.00 for the purchase of equipment.  The kitchen has been order with one-half of the price being taken out of the fire fund.  There are issues with Sherburne County regarding the deck.  The County has said that two more posts are needed.  There will be a joint water rescue drill with Princeton.   A letter was received from Greg Anderson from Princeton Township explaining the township’s position.  Bennett said that there were 170 calls in 2004; an increase of 10% over last year.  He will do a complete report at the annual meeting.  

Ratification of New Fire Department Officers – Chief Mark Bennett reported to the Town Board the following list of fire department officers that were elected at the department’s November election:

Fire Chief  

Mark Bennett

 one year

Assistant Chief 
Steven Lunderborg 
 two year

Day Captain 

Glenn Gunn  

 two year

Night Captain
Brian Torborg  
 two year


           Day Captain            Sean Weldon            one year

           Night Captain          Ross Martin              one year

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the ratification of the new fire department officers.  Motion carried.

Park Committee Report – Mike Seurer had general questions and talked about securing funding for park projects.  Seurer said that he could not find any municipalities that have a park fee on a parcel-by-parcel basis, but instead obtains funds from the municipality’s general fund.  The Town Board indicated that they would be interested in hearing what the park committee would use the money for.  Bryan Lawrence asked why they were not utilizing the money that is available through the county.  Seurer said that they have attempted to apply for grants, but thus far, have not received any response.  Baldwin has over $100,000.00 in the county park fund.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to aggressively pursue the county through letters to have our park funds put into a savings account at the Township bank and all new park funds be deposited into that bank.  The Town Board needs to review the letter prior to sending.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Resolution of Support for County Grant Request – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Resolution 2005-01, which reads:

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP

RESOLUTION #2005-01

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE RAILS TO TRAILS TASK FORCE AND THE SHERBURNE COUNTY PARK COMMISSION IN DEVELOPING A 

NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL ON THE PREVIOUSLY ABANDONED BURLINGTON

NORTHERN RAILROAD BED WITHIN SHERBURNE COUNTY AND MORE

SPECIFICALLY WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN

WHEREAS, the Rails to Trails Task Force as a subcommittee of the Sherburne County Park Commission is working to promote the development of a non-motorized trail extending from Elk River to Princeton approximately following the previously abandoned Burlington Northern Railroad bed; and,

WHEREAS, the previously abandoned Burlington Northern Railroad bed extends through the township of Baldwin; and, 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Baldwin Township request local trails for the betterment of their quality of life; and,

WHEREAS, Baldwin Township has established a comprehensive plan for a park and trail system throughout its boundaries; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Supervisors of Baldwin Township: Agree that this proposed trail would be of benefit to the citizens of Baldwin Township and do support the development of the trail.

The following Town Board Supervisors of Baldwin Township voted in favor:

Dotseth, Hall, Kriesel, Lawrence and Rittenour

The following Town Board Supervisors of Baldwin Township voted against or abstained:

None

Adopted this 3rd day of January, 2005.

s/s Jess A. Hall

Chair, Town Board

ATTEST:

s/s Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

The motion carried.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Bryan Lawrence reported that there wasn’t a representative at the December meeting.  The challenges that Cantlin Heights has with the sound off of Highway 169 have been passed onto the County Commissioners.  Lawrence said that the county has no way of enforcing that homes be built to sound standards.  The Township has stated that this is a poor location for housing but the comments did not include that the Township would prefer to see it used for commercial use.  

Accept Nominations/Appoint County Planning & Zoning Representative – No action taken.  The current representative’s term expires December 31, 2005.

Employee Manual – Eleanor Rittenour felt that a special meeting was needed since there are many contradictions in the employee manual draft.  She felt that it should be submitted to someone in human resources and not necessarily an attorney.  Jeff Dotseth thought that using Livonia’s handbook as a working document would work.  This would at least get something in place and it could be amended as needed.  A meeting was scheduled for January 20, 2005, 4:00 p.m. for further discussion/review. 
Air Conditioning Update – Lester Kriesel said that he had asked for a bid for installing air conditioning but has not received anything to date.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have a proposed date for the installation of an air conditioner by February 20, 2005.  A friendly amendment to the motion by Bryan Lawrence was to have an air conditioner installed by May 1, 2005.  Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Discuss Adopting Planning & Zoning – Jeff Dotseth said he is looking for feedback from the Town Board about adopting planning and zoning for Baldwin Township.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to table any action until the January 20, 2005 meeting with a deadline of having something in process by June 1, 2005.  Motion carried.

Schedule Meeting with Livonia Township & County Planner to Discuss Highway 169 Corridor Land Use Plan – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to schedule the meeting with Livonia Township and the County Planner to discuss Highway 169 corridor land use for January 19, 2005 from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m., Livonia Town Hall.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Hiring Kern, DeWenter, Viere for 2004 Audit – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve hiring Kern, DeWenter, Viere for the 2004 audit.  Motion carried.  

Approve/Disapprove Replenishing Park Fund – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the transfer of $1,500.00 from the General Fund to replenish the Park Fund.  Motion carried.

March Ballot Resolutions – The Town Board determined that there would be no ballot resolutions for the March elections.

Approve/Disapprove Renewal of Clerk’s Notary Commission at an Approximate Cost of $170.00 – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the renewal of the clerk’s notary commission at an approximate cost of $170.00.  Motion carried.

 Approve/Disapprove Leasing New Copy Machine – The Clerk will check with Ikon for a bottom line price on a Cannon copy machine.  Tabled until January 4, 2005.

Schedule Budget Meeting – The budget meeting will be a part of the Tuesday February 8th regular Town Board meeting.   

Determine Annual Meeting Location – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to utilize the Destiny Center on 303rd Avenue.  Motion carried.  Jeff Dotseth will pursue and find out the price for rental.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Jess Hall reported that Jerry Smith is interested in working with Baldwin Township on his development located in the northwest corner of the Township.  Smith wants to make an initial investment in a sewer system and is pushing for the Township to incorporate.  After Smith indicated that he wanted this down by next spring, Hall told Smith that it would be at least a two-year process.  Smith went to the City of Princeton meeting on December 20, 2004.  The Town Board determined that whatever was done should be for the benefit of the Township, and that we should not succumb to pressure from the City of Princeton.  The Township should go slowly and obtain legal counsel.  Smith’s engineers are working on designing a complete sewer system.  Supposedly MPCA has already told the developer that he could discharge effluent into Battle Brook.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Practical Guide to Zoning, Planning & Land Development in Minnesota is holding a seminar, Wednesday, January 26th, in Bloomington.

On Thursday January 27, 2005 the City of Princeton will be having a public hearing on the Hatch Annexation.

There will be a MAT District 7 Special Election on Wednesday, February 2 at 7:00 pm in Cambridge, Minnesota.

The 2005 Public Finance Seminar is Thursday and Friday, February 3-4 in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota.   

The 2005 mileage rate has increased to 40.5¢/mile.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve paying the bills, check numbers 9478 – 9528, totaling $71,055.71.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 9:16 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Sue Peterson, Roger Anderson, Ray McGraw, John Wangensteen

