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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
BOARD OF AUDIT
March 1, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Board of Audit meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Bryan Lawrence at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday March 1, 2006.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence added to the agenda ‘Parks and Trails Conference’.   The Clerk added ‘Upgrading Windows Millennium’.  Lester Kriesel added ‘Electric on Young Property’.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

County’s Request for Written Documentation on Kabanuk Variance – Jon Bogart stated that he was not sure why the county is asking for Township comments.  He had reviewed maps of the property and determined that the lot is close to a pond.  He had asked the owners to find out where the low point of the lot was.  He did not tell the owner that he could build the home.  The home would have to be at 88.5 for the lowest floor elevation.  If the pond flowed out on natural ground it would be 85.  He does not think water will go into the proposed home.  He had given the information to the county.  The proposed home also will require variances in setback in order to build.  Some other issues are that the house will be close to the pond and the corner of the garage would be 10 feet from the edge of the pond.  Any wetland has not been delineated on the maps.  The owners will also need a variance on the setback from the Township road.  Jess Hall stated that the variance should be granted as a new home across the street from this property had been built which is only 25 feet from the road.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if there was room on the lot for a septic system.  Jon stated that he had poked holes and found it to be more than 12 inches to mottling.  Jon stated that, on an engineering basis, the proposed home will not be flooded.  At some point the water may spill out from the pond but will spill into the lake and not towards the homes.  Bryan Lawrence stated that comments that Jon Bogart will give the county should state that the county should treat the variance requests like any other variance request they have heard for the Township.
Review 2005 Receipts & Disbursements – There were no adjusting entries.  The Baldwin Town Board reviewed the memorandum on the accounting policies.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the 2005 receipts and disbursements.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
The cost for Jeff Holm to attend the parks and trails conference is $210.00.   Bryan Lawrence said he had a concern signing the check.  Lester Kriesel said that the Park Committee wants to send Holm to the conference.  Lawrence said he would not reimburse mileage.  Jeff Dotseth requested a full report to the Township Board about what Holm learned at the conference.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the expenditure.  Eleanor Rittenour was opposed.  Motion carried.

Lester Kriesel reported the electric bill at the Young property is $21.00 a month and wondered if it were worth the cost of keeping the power connected.  Kriesel will check into how much it will cost to reactivate and will report back to the Township Board.

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Gateway computer upgraded at a cost of approximately $256.95.  Motion carried.

There was discussion initiated by Jess Hall regarding the easements at Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition.  Hall will check into this further and find out if the easements are recorded. 

There was discussion on salary proposals.  This issue will be reviewed again in June.

Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel reviewed the road projects for 2006 and 2007.  It was suggested by Bryan Lawrence to review and the entire Town Board drive each project.

Jess Hall discussed the new proposal coming from Rachel Leonard in regards to freeing up to $10 million dollars from the solid waste fund.  Local units of government can make proposals to the county for a one-time grant for a community project.  A unit of government has the potential to receive up to $2 million dollars if the project is a green project.  It’s based on the population; and can be up to $100 per resident.

Bryan Lawrence brought up discussion regarding the possibility of gas being siphoned out of the Township truck, although there is no evidence of a break-in.

Bryan Lawrence talked about the consideration of keeping the old house on the Kermit Young property as a meeting place for the 4H or the Boy Scouts.

Adjourn - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 5:52 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart

