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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
March 6, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order – Baldwin Township’s regular meeting of March 6, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

February 2006 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $34,519.59 and disbursements of $70,183.66, check numbers 10632 – 10707, leaving a balance of $239,769.35.  The February 2006 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

March 2006 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $1,643.31 and disbursements of $24,811.03, check numbers 10708 – 10751, leaving a balance of $216,820.04. The March 2006 preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Sheriff Report – The deputy present reported 149 incidents in the Township in the month of February.  Because of the serious accident on 112th Street, the deputy will check into any ideas that may help deter future accidents.  

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve:
· Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of January 23, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of January 24, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of February 2, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of February 7, 2006; and

· Baldwin Township Special Meeting  Board of Audit minutes of March 1, 2006;

Motion carried.  The minutes of February 6, 2006 were pulled for correction. 
On page 3 of Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes for February 6, 2006 in the second paragraph the word ‘project’ is to be changed to the word ‘projector’.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the corrected minutes of February 6, 2006.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Pete Erlendson, resident of Birch Acres, commented on how much of the Township’s time and energy is being taken up by trying to solve questionable building permits that have been issued by the county.  He said that some time ago there was talk about Baldwin doing their own zoning.  Erlendson further stated that the Township is left with the drainage problems, therefore why doesn’t Baldwin consider doing their own planning and zoning.  Bryan Lawrence responded by saying that he visited with Spencer Brook Township regarding planning and zoning and received many positive comments.  It should be something that Baldwin Town Board should revisit. 
Jeff Peterson asked where the Township was regarding address signs.  Bryan Lawrence said that this issue has been approved through the Developer’s Agreement for all new developments.  Peterson said to make sure the signs come from the same place for uniformity and will be sending the Township his business card as he has installed address signs for other Townships.
Julius Dorweiler, who lives on 112th Street, was present as a spokesman for a number of residents of 112th Street.  The accident that occurred last week on 112th Street could have been worse since a school bus full of children was in the area.  He would like to see the speed limit reduced.  Jess Hall reported that action already has been initiated to reduce the speed to 45 mph.  Baldwin maintenance personnel will install school bus ‘stop ahead’ signs on both the north and south part of 112th Street.   

OLD BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel said there was nothing to report since there was no snowplowing this month.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that Park Committee member Jeff Holm was sent to the Park and Trail Conference in Brainerd and he will make a report to the Town Board at the next Town Board meeting.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that the conditional use permit had been approved for the resident doing cabinet refinishing out of his home east of the cemetery.
Approve/Disapprove Revised Engineering Standards – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the revised engineering standards.  Motion carried.
142nd Street Quote Re-Review – Bryan Lawrence has talked to Brian Benson from the county.  Benson is going to check about a better way to help solve the problem on 142nd Street and get back to Jon Bogart.  Dave Schwarting was going to check with the DNR.  Lawrence said he would like to see the road dug out about 6 inches and have asphalt millings and riprap installed, although no quotes have been received for that kind of work.  Lawrence said he is trying to get the county to help because of the cost of the project, and since the county okayed the home and septic in the first place.  
Approve/Disapprove Purchasing Projector & Purchase of Small Pickup – Lester Kriesel talked to the Town Board concerning purchasing a PowerPoint projector to be used during plat meetings for a cost of between $750 - $1000.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase of a PowerPoint projector.  Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth were opposed.  Bryan Lawrence was in favor.  Motion carried.
Lester Kriesel talked about the idea of purchasing a small pickup to use for smaller errands.  A 5-speed 1994 Ranger with 133,000 miles at a cost of $1,500.00 is available.  Jess Hall suggested that insurance costs be looked into first.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table.  Motion carried.
Visioning Session – Eleanor Rittenour said the results of the visioning session were sent to the Initiative Foundation.  There was discussion about the final costs and returning the remaining grant money back to the Initiative Foundation.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to authorize Rittenour to settle the account with the Initiative Foundation.  Motion carried.
Discuss New County PUD Ordinance - On the next county agenda there will be discussion about 40 acre minimum lots in unplatted industrial areas in order to prevent industrial parks being built without new roads.  Even though it is already in the county ordinances, Jess Hall wanted to know when the Town Board should take action on overlay districts.  It was determined that the Township needs to define what a “rural character” is, and residents should be involved.  A meeting is scheduled for March 20, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported 15 calls in the month of February.  Fire department volunteers will help with Baldwin Clean-Up Day.
NEW BUSINESS: 

Approve/Disapprove Accepting Agreement with Berry Cemetery – Gary Becker, the trustee for Berry Community Cemetery, asked Baldwin Township if they would consider taking over the long term maintenance of the cemetery.  Becker was authorized by the Berry Cemetery Association to explore the options at their annual meeting.  He said the only stipulations of the Berry Cemetery Association are the cemetery continued to be called “Berry Community Cemetery’; that all commitments to individuals/families that have reserved and paid for gravesites be honored; and all present and future assets that were and are donated to the cemetery are to be used exclusively for the maintenance of Berry Cemetery.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving Baldwin Township’s interest in making an agreement with the members of the Berry Cemetery Association to consider maintaining the cemetery.  Motion carried.  The Berry meeting is in May and after that meeting they will return to Baldwin Township.
Clean Up Day Volunteers through Sherburne County – Jess Hall said he received a call from the Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department about volunteering wayward boys to help with clean up day.  The hockey team has helped with Baldwin Clean-Up Day, and is available again this year.  Bryan Lawrence said the first commitment should be for the hockey team, but to get the county name and number of the department for the wayward boys to be used for the future.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to stay with the hockey team for Baldwin Clean-Up Day. Jess Hall was opposed.  Motion carried.  Dale Pelzer, president of the Princeton Youth High School Hockey Association, said he will determine how many individuals from the hockey team will be available.  He will work with Terry Carlile with scheduling.
Approve/Disapprove Disconnecting Electricity at Young Property – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve disconnecting the electric service at the Young property as the cost of reconnecting is $30.00.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Sherburne County Historical Society Membership Renewal – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve membership renewal for the Sherburne County Historical Society for $150.00.  Motion carried.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Moving Over 1.000 Yards Dirt – Jim Cielinski was present representing Rich Swartz.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve moving 10,000 yards of dirt from the new Coburn’s site to the Rick Schwartz property in Section 4.  Motion carried.
Annual Review of Riding Stable, Section 11 – Property owners, Robert and Valerie Gordon were present.  Since there have been no complaints, a motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the annual review of Robert and Valerie Gordon’s riding stable in Section 11.  Motion carried.
PLATS:
Pheasant Meadows, Revised Preliminary Plat, Section 1 – Pheasant Meadows is now a regular plat, and not a simple plat, with the addition of one new lot.  Jon Bogart’s office has not yet reviewed.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel with the following comment:  Per engineering comments and approval.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Annual Meeting & Election, Tuesday, March 14, 2006.
Condemnation Training, Wednesday, March 15, 3:00 p.m., Sherburne County Government Center.
Board of Canvass, Thursday, March 16, 5:00 p.m.
Oath of Office & Reorganization Meeting, Thursday, March 23, 5:30 p.m.
M.A.T. Short Course, Monday, March 27, St. Cloud Holiday Inn.
Town Board P.U.D Meeting March 20, 6:00 p.m.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lester Kriesel, Jess Hall and Terry Carlile will meet on Friday March 10th at 9:00 a.m. to discuss “piggybacking” with the county with cracksealing.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Bogart Pederson update the road (GASB) map.  Motion carried.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jess Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the payment of the bills from check number 10708 – 10751 totaling $24,811.03.  Motion carried.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens
Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart, Mark Bennett, Bill Pouliot, Melinda Pouliot, Dennis Lindberg, Nancy Dorweiler, Julius Dorweiler, Judy Secord, Rick Orrock, Karen Orrock, Jeff Peterson, Brian Bumgarner, Dale Pelzer, Bob Gordon, Val Gordon, Jeff Holm, Gary Becker, Jim Cielinski, Clint Corrow
