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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
June 6, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The regular June 6, 2006 meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:03 by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence requested that letter ‘c’ under Plats be deleted; add to “Any Other Business” ‘Approve Additional Claims. 

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – Brett Thunstrom from 28625 – 143rd Street, Elk Lake Estates, stated that he has a deeded access to the lake and would like to install a dock.  Jeff Dotseth suggested that he look at the wording of his abstract.  Mr. Thunstrom stated that, historically, people have put docks in but no one has put one in yet.  There is a dirt trail going to the water.  Dotseth suggested he contact his abstract company and ask for clarification.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that he contact the Elk Lake association.  Gordon Mach, 14333 – 287th Avenue, stated that he also has a deeded access.  His realtor told him he could install a dock but Mr. Mach does not know how a deeded access works.  Both residents want to ensure that neither the DNR nor the Township has a problem with a dock.  Lawrence stated that as long as it was a private dock the Township would not have any jurisdiction.  The county attorney is the one who could interpret the abstract.  Brian Bumgarner, a director on the lake association, stated that the association would not have any jurisdiction over this issue.  Mr. Thunstrom stated that he will check with the county attorney and report back to the Township.  
JoAnn Graham, 14340 – 287th Avenue, petitioned for a lowered speed limit in the Elk Lake Estates area to 15 mph.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve lowering the speed limit if approved by the sheriff, and ensure that the Township can legally post the lower speed.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Re-Review of 142nd Street Quote – There is one issue that is paramount, according to Jon Bogart, and that is erosion that is happening at the end of 142nd Street.  A West Branch quote has been obtained for riprap at the end of the street that would cost more than $500.  The DNR has deferred any jurisdiction to the county.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve placing riprap at the end of 142nd Street.  Motion carried.  Bogart will get the process going.
Elk Lake Estates Road Issues – Elk Lake Estates resident Gene Nitz was present.  He said nothing has been done about the Elk Lake Estates road problems over the past 10 years he has lived here except plowing snow and grading.  He indicated that all around the other parts of the Township roads have seen improvement in the more expensive home areas.  He is aware of drainage problems in the area.  Bryan Lawrence told him that tax dollars do not pay for new roads within new developments.  Mr. Nitz asked about a meeting where the residents can come in and ask where the money goes.  There was discussion regarding the donations that were approved at the Annual Meeting.  Lawrence stated that, legally, requests for donations have to put on the Annual Meeting agenda and the residents in attendance vote on whether or not to donate.  Arlette Kluge, 14317 – 287th Avenue, stated that she has lived there for 30 years and, to her knowledge, only Class V has been put on the roads one time.  They had brought a petition to the Town Board years ago to have the roads tarred and the Town Board, at that time, did not listen.  Mr. Nitz stated that there has to be something better than forming a Subordinate Service District.  Dotseth suggested that the Town Board investigate if a Subordinate Service District had been approved in the past and, if not, would the residents be willing to start another petition.  Lawrence explained what a Subordinate Service District was to the residents in the audience.  If a district was formed, the project would not begin until 2008. He suggested that they come into the Township office to obtain a Subordinate Service District petition for their use.  A resident questioned what could be done in the meantime to help the roads.  Lawrence responded that the Township could explore putting on a better base and let it sit for a year and then tar the following year.  A resident questioned what the minimum road width of the road that would be tarred.  Jon Bogart responded that Elk Lake Estates has a 40 foot road right-of-way.  
There was a question regarding dilapidated properties in the area.  Addresses can be taken to the county planning and zoning, or the county attorney.  
Re-Review of Property Owners Claim in Section 33 – There was a re-review of Dave and Brenda Cowles’ claim in Section 33.   The developer of Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition has brought in trees and claims that one half are less than 8 feet.  The fence was put back up but was done incorrectly.  Their sprinklers have not been touched, the end of their driveway is still eroded and the silt fence is still up.  Grading along the edges of the road has not been done, the culverts need to be cleaned out and reseeding needs to be done as needed.  Jon Bogart stated that the silt fence needs to stay until vegetation has been established, sprinkler heads were damaged through construction and the developer has to take care of the erosion.  Lawrence stated that he noticed no topsoil was put down.  Jon stated that he is not sure it was there to begin with.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to ask Jon Bogart to contact the developer, Dan Springman to have these items fixed that were disturbed on the Cowles property within one week, and if not completed, the Township will proceed with utilizing the Letter of Credit.  Motion carried.  The Cowles’ will contact Jon Bogart in one week.  
Discuss Revised 2006 Road Projects – Jess Hall informed the Town Board that prices have gone up quite a bit.  A letter from Jon Bogart’s office dated April 26, 2006 was reviewed.  Lawrence said that 283rd Avenue is out on bid.  Hall said the Town Board should be brought up to date with the increased costs.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the June 13, 2006 special Town Board meeting when the 283rd Avenue bids are brought in and reviewed.  Motion carried.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Terry Carlile and Dennis Lindberg take down the old building on the property in Elk Lake Estates.  Discussion:  The Clerk needs to ensure the Township owns the property since the Township took it off the tax forfeited property list.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
Clarification of Role with New Plats – Jon Bogart said he wanted clarification of his role with new plats.  Typically he is involved with engineering issues, but are the wishes of the Town Board that he looks also at zoning?  Bogart said that if the Township takes on zoning, the Township will need a zoning administrator.  Bogart said he can get the Township through the start, but that the Township should be looking for someone who can enforce zoning more efficiently.  Lawrence said the county is giving the Township what we asked for with more responsibility with developments.  The conversation of a year ago was that annexation was the only issue.  The county has changed, and has a different interpretation.  Dotseth suggested that the Township schedule a meeting with the county, with Bogart thinking this is a good idea in order to clarify roles.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule a meeting with the county to clarify the situation.  The meeting will be between Lawrence, Dotseth, Bogart, and Nancy Riddle, county zoning.  Motion carried.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Annual Review of Equipment Storage Building & Offices – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the annual review of the Bruce Weaver’s equipment storage building and offices.  Motion carried.
Annual Review of Contractors Yard – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the annual review of Mark Nutt’s contractor’s yard.  Motion carried.
Contractors Yard, Section 28 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table as the requestor, John Berglund, was not present.  Motion carried.
PLATS:
Approve/Disapprove Whitetail Crossing Sign – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve a sign at the edge of the Shappell property.  Discussion:  Shappell needs to talk to the county zoning on whether a permit is required.  He questioned if he could put a short retaining wall along with a flagpole on his property.  Motion carried.
Wildrose Estates, Discussion Regarding Alternate Soil Standards – Gerald Smith and Gary D’Heilly requested permission to go to the alternate soil standard that the county has just adopted.  The three foot mottling has not changed.  The only change will be the fill that can be used to obtain the 3-foot mottling.  House pads would sit closer to the front, and good pads would be placed.  A central treatment facility will be utilized.  There are three separate areas for treatment facilities.  The options are being explored whether to use individual wells or a water tower.  The annexation application has not yet been withdrawn from the City of Princeton.   It was stressed that the Township has discussed this before, and would like to keep Wildrose Estates within the Township.  There was discussion about ponds, water going down the county ditch, the wetland to the south and water runoff into neighboring property.  Along with ½ acre lots, the Township has the liberty to put in other requirements.  Gary D’Heilly said he is looking for a vote that the Town Board will accept this development with ½ acre lots and the alternate soil standards.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to be open to this type of concept with ½ acre lots and alternate soil standards.  Discussion:  Regarding ownership of the property, having a state-of-the art treatment plant, partnership with communal septic systems, and water level.  Motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
Woods of Lake Fremont 1st Addition Easement – Mike Ziegler was not present per his request.
Request for Reduction in Letter of Credit, Nordwall Estates 2nd – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the request for the reduction in the letter of credit for Nordwall Estates 2nd based on Jon Bogart’s comments in a letter dated May 1, 2006.  Motion carried.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Approve Additional Claims – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the additional claims check number 10987 – 11001, totaling $59,469.35.  Motion carried.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 9:38 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart, Gene Nitz, Mark Nutt, Tim Shappell, Gerald Smith, Gary D’Heilly, Dennis Lindberg, Christi Miller, David Looney, Brett Thunstrom, Brena Schuldt, Rita Mach, Gordon Mach, JoAnn Graham, Arlette Kluge, Jennie McDole, Ron Hurkman, Robert  Week, Dan Olson, Herb Murphy, Nate Grev, Brandi Grev, Brian Bumgarner, Jim Lee, Deb Lee, Dave Cowles, Brenda Cowles

