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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

September 12, 2005
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.
Call to Order – The regular September monthly meeting of the Baldwin Town Board was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 pm 
Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour asked that item ‘Newsletter’ be added under New Business “g”.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the regular meeting agenda with the addition.  Motion carried.
August Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $10,761.48, disbursements of $59,014.01, check numbers 10047 – 10134, leaving a balance of $291, 668.22.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned the tax deposits payable to the Minnesota Department of Revenue and U.S. Bank.  The Clerk responded stating that these were required monthly payroll tax disbursements.  The August final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.
September Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $324,049.66, disbursements of $61,652.71, check numbers 10135 – 10190, leaving a balance of $554,386.42.  Jeff Dotseth had a question regarding check number 10160, payable to Boyer Truck.  
Sheriff’s Report – Not present.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve:

1. Baldwin Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes of August 1, 2005;

2. Baldwin Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes of August 2, 2005; and

3. Baldwin Special Town Board Meeting Minutes of August 22, 2005.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Herb Murphy informed the Town Board that he had called the Sherburne County Sheriff’s department about the tank in the maintenance building.  The Baldwin fire trucks were dispatched.  One fireman threw the tank into the dumpster then pulled it out.  Terry Carlile informed the Board that two (2) people from the drug enforcement agency in Albert Lea had picked up the tank last Friday.  
Mr. Murphy stated that one of his activities is talking to old timers and he has been writing a book the last two years.  He was asked by Town Board Supervisor Jess Hall to write a little history of the Township.  Mr. Murphy handed out a listing of historical sketches that have been placed on the Township web site.  He stated that he has another 20-30 items that can be added to the web site and asked the Town Board if they were willing to add these items with additional staff time.  His wife would be willing to add if the Town Board would allow.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she would be concerned about a non-staff person allowed access to the Township computer system and would prefer that the Murphy’s put the information on a disk at home and then have the Township staff upload the information to the web site.  Bryan Lawrence thanked Mr. Murphy for taking the time and stated that he appreciates the efforts that he and his wife have made.  If there is additional information to add to the web site, the Town Board would welcome the addition.  The Clerk informed the residents in attendance of the kudos given by the League of Minnesota Cities given to Baldwin’s web site and passed around the postcard from the League showing our front web page.  The Town Board thanked Mr. Murphy for his efforts.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel stated that the shoulders on 277th Avenue have been graded but no blacktop has been placed yet.  Bauerly’s is expected to recycle the blacktop and put it back down.  
Terry Carlile reported that he had obtained four (4) quotes for a salt/sand shed:

1) Wheeler Lumber: $39,750.00 (materials only)

2) Foley Lumber Company: $16,318.00 (materials and labor)

3) Latcham-Lind Lumber: $23,116.11 (materials and labor)

4) Kurt Nelson Construction: $25,000.00 (materials and labor)

Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to accept Foley Lumber Company’s quote of $16,318.00.  Discussion regarding the best location and building aesthetics.  Jess Hall stated he would like to amend the motion to include that final approval will be given after final consultation with Foley Lumber Company to ensure that the building meets the Township’s needs.  Eleanor Rittenour does not accept the amendment.  The amendment dies for lack of support.  Upon final vote, the motion failed with Jeff Dotseth, Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence not in favor of the motion and Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall in favor of the motion.
Terry Carlile reported on the blacktopping quotes for the Town Hall.  He had obtained quotes based on the salt/sand shed facing the east:
1) Bauerly Companies: $18,491.36; and

2) Rum River Contracting: $20,500.00

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the location of the salt/sand shed has been determined.  Motion carried.

Lon Feia, representative for Excellcom, specifically Nextel, was present to explain Terry Carlile’s request to upgrade his cell phone and provide 4 additional cell phones for the snowplow drivers.  Mr. Feia provided two phones that the Township could choose from.  The best phone for reception is free of charge.  The 4 additional phones can be set on a standby time when not in use.  The total cost for the phones would be $102.00/month.  The phones would have two way radio capabilities.  Discussion regarding reception.  The Township can use the phones for 15 days and after those 15 days, a one-year contract with Nextel would be required.  There would be no activation fees.  No further action taken.  
Terry Carlile asked for a decision on snowplow driver wages for the upcoming winter season.  Last year the Township paid $15.00/hour.  Jess Hall stated that the wage scale was worked on with Eleanor Rittenour.  The Town Board determined that the issue be tabled until Tuesday, September 13th agenda.  
Lester Kriesel informed the Board that it will cost approximately $2,500.00 to have the v-plow attached.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the equipment was sold to us on the premise that it would quick attach to the plow.  No further action taken.  
Road Maintenance Issue, 279th Avenue – Don Luebesmier presented a petition for establishing a Subordinate Service District for paving 279th Avenue purposes.  The Clerk will have to verify the signatures on the petition.  The October Town Board agenda will include the Town Board accepting the petition and scheduling a public hearing.  Mr. Luebesmier stated that he would like to see the wash outs on the road fixed.  
Fire Department Report – Chief Mark Bennett was present and reported 21 calls for the month of August.  There is an open house scheduled for October 15th from 1-4 pm.  As of October 1st the dive team will be operational.  Several certifications have been obtained.  A property recovery dive in Cantlin Lake will be held later this month.  The dive team will be utilized county wide and will be the only dive team in the county.  
Most of the gear has been purchased by the dive team themselves.  They will also be trained in ice rescue.  
Approve/Disapprove Antenna Lease Agreement with St. Cloud Wireless – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the antenna lease agreement with St. Cloud Wireless.  A friendly amendment was made by Jeff Dotseth to revise the final lease agreement reflecting a rental charge payable to Baldwin Township from $400/month to $500/month.  Motion carried.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that the Park Committee would like to have the Town Board approve Mark Fredrikson as one of their members.  The county will be taking down the fences and foundation at the Young property at no charge as the Sentence to Serve program will be working on this.  There is a 1929 Oakland chassis in the field.  The Township could possibly sell it on EBay.  Rittenour discussed the school house on the Jensen property.  The Park Committee does not know where to put it.  She had urged the Park Committee to have the agreement signed but it has not been done.  This topic will be discussed in further detail at the September 20th joint meeting between the Town Board and the Park Committee.  
Approve/Disapprove New Park Committee Member Mark Fredrikson – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the appointment of Mark Fredrikson to the Park Committee which would then complete the term of Dave Bartz, with an appointment expiration date of January, 2007.  Motion carried.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Bryan Lawrence reported that he had attended the last meeting in Jess Hall’s absence.  Two conditional use permits that had been approved by the Town Board were denied by county planning and zoning.  

Building Update – Herb Murphy reported that on August 25 and August 26 he had met with Jess Hall to be up-to-date on the building information prior to Jess Hall going on vacation.  He had met with Praught Well on drilling another well and Steve Weissenfluh on the septic.  There had been problems with the sheet metal as the wrong color was shipped.  It has since been taken care of.  The existing septic tank is okay but the drainfield is not good.  He had changed the plumbing a bit.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if it was ever considered to hook onto the fire departments well.  Jess Hall responded saying that cost is a factor primarily because of the blacktop.  The well will cost about $3,300.  Discussion whether on the need for a urinal as it is plumbed for one.  The Town Board decided to install one.  The plumbing and heating is ready to go.  The four days of rain has held up the construction a bit.  The walls and ceiling will be insulated and there has been no on site accidents.  The Town Board thanked Herb Murphy for his help.  
.
Firefighter Appreciation – Bryan Lawrence presented a proposal from EM Catering for the firefighter appreciation dinner scheduled for October 2nd.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept proposal #2 from EM Catering at a base cost investment of $10.25/plate with an RSVP requirement.  Motion carried.  The choice of the two meats will be left up to the caterer.  The Town Board will serve.  Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour will work on the invitation list.  
Review Attorney Response Regarding Property in Section 26 – The Town Board determined that they will stand by their previous decision with no action taken with the release of liability drafted by the property owner.  The Town Board has determined that the “ball is in their court at this time”.  
NEW BUSINESS:  

Accept Petition for Removal of a Subordinate Service District, Birch Acres – Peter Erlendson presented the petition to the Town Board.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the petition upon verification of the signature for the removal of a Subordinate Service District in Birch Acres.  Motion carried.
Schedule Public Hearing for Removal of a Subordinate Service District, Birch Acres The Town Board will hold the public hearing on November 15, 2005 at 8:00 p.m.
Approve/Disapprove Sale of Tax Forfeited Land – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table any action until the September 13 Town Board meeting.  Motion carried.
Cemetery Rules – Lester Kriesel stated that he would like to revise the cemetery rules to include some king of release form that would be signed by the lot owner when they choose where someone is to be buried.  This release form should also include monuments.  The purpose would be to release the Township from expenses incurred when a body or monument needs to be moved.  
Initiative Foundation Training Opportunity – Eleanor Rittenour stated that there is a grant opportunity through the Initiative Foundation.  A grant of $2,500.00 is available through the Initiative Foundation.  At least ten (10) people from the Township need to commit to attend two (2) workshops to be held in Little Falls in October.  A guide for future Township Supervisors would be very beneficial.  A motion was made by Township Supervisor Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Township Supervisor Lester Kriesel that upon meeting the requirements of the grant that the Town Board will approve the grant application.  The motion carried.  The final review of the grant application will be made at the Tuesday, September 13th Town Board meeting.

Approve/Disapprove School District Utilizing Baldwin Town Hall & Maintenance Building for November 8, 2005 School Referendum – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving School District 477 utilizing both the Baldwin Town Hall and maintenance building for the November 8, 2005 school referendum.  Motion carried.  
Newsletter – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall approving the newsletter as printed.  Motion carried.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sherburne County Planning Commission Public Hearing to Amend the Urban Expansion District, Thursday, September 15, 2005, County Board Room – The Clerk reported that this meeting had been cancelled by Sherburne County Planner, Jon Sevald.
District 7 Meeting/Election – Scheduled for Wednesday, September 21st, 7:00 pm, Cambridge.
2005 Minnesota Fall Maintenance Expo – Scheduled for Wednesday, October 5th & Thursday, October 6th, St. Cloud.  Lester Kriesel, Terry Carlile and Dan Berglund will attend.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Township Balances - Jess Hall reviewed the current balance sheet for the Township.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Bumgarner easement project needed to be added to the road projects.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if the new taxable market value for 2006 will cover the building expansion.  Hall responded that the Township is currently carrying a net loan value of $866,946.59 which would equal 1.6% of net tax capacity.  
Big Lake Township – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to pursue the same type of agreement that Big Lake Township has with Sherburne County which allows Big Lake Township to have the final say on zoning issues.  Motion carried.  
Pay Equity Reporting Now Due 2007 – The Clerk reported that state pay equity reporting does not begin until 2007.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to keep the Township maintenance position as hourly.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth opposed.  
Clerk Request for Vacation Monday, October 17th -Friday, October 21st – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving the Clerk’s request for vacation.  Motion carried.
Resident Question – Regarding Barry’s Hatch’s land off of Highway 169.  The resident stated that ATV’s have created a track and he has noticed burning tires.  Water is now backing up towards Highway 169.  The Town Board informed him that the land has been annexed into the City of Princeton.  
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 10135 – 10190, totaling $61,652.71.  Motion carried.
Results of Subcommittee on Employee Issues – No action taken.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 10:18 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Kathleen Palmborg, James Palmborg, Mark Bennett, Dennis Lindberg, Don Luebesmier, Herb Murphy, Peter Erlendson, Terry Carlile, Lon Feia

