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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
May 2, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular monthly meeting of May 2, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:05 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance – Everyone present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall requested that under “d”, New Business, the item ‘Addition to the Fire Station’ be added.  Jeff Dotseth requested that under “e”, New Business, the item ‘Update on Tour’ be added.  Jess Hall requested that under “f”, New Business, the item ‘Discussion on Newer Grass Rig’ be added.  Bryan Lawrence requested that under “c”, Announcements, the item ‘Meeting with City’ be added.  Bryan Lawrence requested that under “c” New Business that the Board should also discuss the Township attorney.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

April Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $1,679.89, disbursements of $61,209.22, check numbers 9701 – 9767, leaving a balance of $287,885.56.  The April final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

May Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,428.81, disbursements of $36,817.66, check numbers 9800 – 9867, leaving a balance of $256,041.75. The May preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve:

1. The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 4, 2005;

2. The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 5, 2005;

3. The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of April 14, 2005; approved as corrected;
4. The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes with Park Committee of April 19, 2005.

Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding the minutes of April 19th, page 2 in the 4th paragraph.  Rittenour requested a change to the sentence “Rittenour stated that the county is tired of telling the Township that they have to hold off as the county is waiting for a grant” to read “Rittenour stated that she is tired of telling the Township that the County has to hold off as the county is waiting for a grant.”  The motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that Terry Carlile has requested that he be able to install two speed signs, directional signs and five stop signs on the frontage road, also known as 125th Street.  A 45 mph has been recommended by the State of Minnesota.  Kriesel also said that the population sign should be changed.  

The culvert by Trent’s Auto could not be located.  Kriesel asked if the Township should install one or is Trent’s responsible.  Jess Hall informed the Board that the attorney told him that the Township has the right to pull the driveway if a culvert is not put in by the property owner.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to send a letter to Trent suggesting that he install a culvert by July 1, 2005.  Motion carried.

Two (2) quotes have been received for the dirt work on 277th Avenue:

1. West Branch Construction Co. with a total bid of $32,000.00.  The description includes:

Perform all work on 277th Avenue, West of 100th Street approx 1750 feet as follows:

· Widen road to 30’ finished top.

· Dig out muck and black dirt as needed (360’ through low area).  
      Remove and haul away blacktop in low area, salvage class 5.

· Replace muck and black dirt with granular fill and compact, add 2’ to 
     existing elevations.

· Furnish and install (1) 18” x 50’ culvert with aprons.

· Furnish and install (6) 12” x 30’ driveway culverts.

· Match existing driveways.

· Salvage and replace all topsoil.

· Furnish and install all required traffic control.

· Install silt fence as required.

· Seed all disturbed areas.

· Help to obtain wetland permits.

Note:  All fill to be taken from corner of 100th Street to a point 150’ North on 96th Street.

· Widen road to a 30’ finished top.

· Salvage and replace topsoil.

· Dig out and fill (2) stump bury holes in road.

· Match existing driveways.

· Seed and mulch all disturbed areas.

· Install silt fence as required.

· Furnish and install traffic control as required.

· Help obtain wetland permits.

Note:  Fill to be taken from intersection of 100th Street and 277th Avenue.  Borrow area to be restored and seeded.

Note:  Both of the above DO NOT INCLUDE:

a. NPDES Permit ($400.00)

b. Cost of fill material for landowner.

Both items priced to be done at same time.  Price will increase if items are broken apart.

2. G.J. Smith Excavators, Inc. with a bid proposal of $24,100.00 to include:

· Mobilization 

· Fabric 360’

· Regrade Road

· Install Culverts

· Traffic Control

· Seed & Mulch

Kriesel said that the dirt could be bought from Kurt Wark.  Someone needs to start applying for a permit.  Kriesel said he has given the permit to West Branch Construction for 277th Avenue.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to approve the quote from West Branch Construction and to have the extra 150 feet completed.  Motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to table awarding the work until the May 3, 2005 Town Board meeting as distances need to be checked on the G.J. Smith quote, a dollar figure needs to be determined on the 4,000 yards of sand and it needs to be confirmed that the quotes do not include blacktop.  Motion carried.
Two (2) quotes have been received for gravel work on 299th Avenue:

1. Essig Construction Company with a proposal of $6,400.00.  Essig submitted specifications and estimates for 299th Avenue – approximately 1685 feet.  Place 3 inches of class 5 and crown cul-de-sac.

2. West Branch Construction Co. with a proposal of $5,900.00.  West Branch Construction’s description includes furnish and install 3 inches of class 5 on the total length of road and cul-de-sac on 299th Avenue off of 100th Street.   

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving West Branch Construction’s quote of $5,900.00 for dirt work completed on 299th Avenue.  Motion carried.

A proposal was received from West Branch Construction concerning Fox Ridge with a bid of $9,500.00 to perform shoulder work as follows:

1. Cut out 6” depth from existing shoulder, 3’ wide.

2. Furnish and install 6” of class 5 and pack’

3. Reshape shoulder and seed.

4. Import 150 yards topsoil and spread.

5. Furnish all traffic control.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the proposal from West Branch Construction which includes gravel.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve shouldering in the right hand lane for 285th Avenue.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve two (2) speed signs, five (5) directional signs and five (5) stop signs on 125th Street.  Motion carried.

Discuss Road Tour Results – The road tour results of April 16, 2005 were as follows:

Remove tree covering street sign at 131st Street and 312th Avenue.

· Vork had 9 cars outside.

· Trucker breaking blacktop

· A couple of potholes.

125th Street (frontage) – potholes.

125th Street – ditch on east side (?)

96th Street – remove frost heave on east

277th Avenue – rebuild

283rd Avenue – rebuild (shoulders)?

Prairie Ridge – ok

Fox Ridge – shouldering

136th Street – one mile rebuild (?)

104th Street – patching

313th Avenue – level sinkholes.

Carlile will remove tree covering street sign at 131st Street and 312th Avenue as observed by the road tour.  
The problem with 125 ½ Street is that there is no drainage.  The Township should look into installing a ditch on the east side of the road.  The water would be directed back out to 125th Street and the Highway 169 ditch.  The Township will move forward and get some cost estimates.

Removing the frost heave on the east of 96th Street could be a share cost with Spencer Brook Township.

Discussion was held regarding rebuilding one mile of 283rd Avenue.  MnDot has plans to close 283rd Avenue in 2006.  Kriesel stated that there is a large dip in the road where the culvert was placed last year.  
Prairie Ridge was on the agenda to be done, but it seems to be all right.

Fox Ridge is to be approved tonight.

For 136th Street, it was suggested to start at County Road 42 and to south one mile at a time.  Dotseth suggested to also look at striping the roads.

For 104th Street, it was suggested that the northeast side be patched. 
Estimates will be obtained for leveling the sink holes on 313th Avenue east of Highway 169.  
Bryan Lawrence suggested adding work done on 285th Avenue to the 2006 list.

Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel will work with Eleanor Rittenour regarding adding the road list to the newsletter.

Approve/Disapprove Updating Road Condition Map – No action taken.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department had 20 calls in the month of April.  The proposed cell tower is all right where it is at, but have the Township attorney look at the 10 year lease.  The lease does not include allowing the fire department to use the tower for their equipment.  Bennett reported that he will ensure that it is included on the lease.  The Township would be paid $400.00/month.  Jeff Dotseth, to ensure that the Township is protected, suggested checking out automatic time extensions.  It must be up to the Township to have the option of renewing an extension.  The lease will be given to the Township attorney for his review.
There will be fire training at the Young home sometime this month.  Lester Kriesel will contact the utility company to disconnect the utilities.

There will be a house burn with Princeton on the 21st of May.  A trapshoot with Zimmerman is scheduled at the Minnesota Sportman’s Club also on May 21st.  
The garage sale generated profits of $2,500.

Park Committee Report – There was a joint meeting between the Town Board and Park Committee held on April 19, 2005.  Two new potential Park Committee members were introduced.

Appoint Two New Park Committee Members – Jeff Holm and Craig Hilburn are interested in becoming Park Committee members.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Jeff Holm to a three-year term on the Park Committee.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to appoint Craig Hilburn to a three-year term on the Park Committee.  Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall and Bryan Lawrence not in favor.  Motion failed.  

Approve/Disapprove Hiring Park Committee Secretary – It was asked if a secretary to the Park Committee would be a paid position.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to disapprove hiring a Park Committee secretary but the Town Board will require minutes from each of their meetings.  Motion carried.

Review Proposed Town Hall Park Plan – Jess Hall stated that he was extremely disappointed that the salt/sand shed had been put on hold after the April 19th meeting with the Park Committee.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he was the instigator behind it and, after looking at the park plan that Dave Patten brought out and he had not considered himself, liked how it was laid out and would like to see a new maintenance building built which would include a salt/sand shed.  Hall stated that he feels that a new building should be a town hall.  Lawrence stated that the Board needs to look at what we need this year and new equipment requires a new maintenance shed.  Hall sated that the park plan that had been approved by the Town Board showed a new maintenance shed that would be east of the current maintenance garage.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she supports Dave Patten’s park plan also as keeping the town hall where it is now would move it into the public park and keep the Township heavy equipment in one area.  She feels that the flow is better.  Hall questioned investing money into old buildings.  Lester Kriesel stated that they could demolish the current town hall and build a new building at this location.  Hall sated that he is upset that the Park Committee undid a lot of what the Town Board agreed upon.  Lawrence stated the new plan is really a better plan.  Hall will obtain dollar figures for a new 80x100 building from the same company that was to build the salt/sand shed and Dotseth will obtain a quote from Latcham and have the figures available for the June Town Board meeting.  
Discuss Clean-Up of Young Property – Lester Kriesel reported that the clean up of the Young property has been taken care of.  Sentence to Serve will clean up the property and tear down the tin sheds.  The county will bust up the foundations and haul the refuse away.  All the fences will be taken down.  A Baldwin citizen paid $50 for the grain bin which was put into the Park Fund.  The fire department will take the garage.  It was suggested to try to obtain the opinion of the Park Committee on what building they want to keep.  The issue will be added to the May 3, 2005 Town Board meeting agenda for additional discussion.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that the proposed assisted living complex is still in the planning process.  Kathy Adams, who is proposing the complex, was present.  Lawrence stated that the Township has adopted the county planning and zoning ordinances and comprehensive plan but the Township has not assumed their own.  The county is still the final authority.  Mrs. Adams reported that, per state statute, their facility would be limited to 16 residents.  Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth will be in contact with the county Planning and Zoning office to determine if their ordinance is outdated.  Lawrence suggested looking into a planned unit development.  
Discuss/Approve Cemetery Policy Revision – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to add to the ‘Rules and Regulations Adopted For the Care & Preservation of Baldwin Township Cemetery’ under Monuments and Foundations, number 6, which states:  If moving a headstone or monument is required for burial, plot owner will bear the cost.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will publish as a legal notice in the Princeton Union-Eagle.
Additional Discussion on Moving Precinct Location – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to move both precincts to the location of 1st Love Church.  Jeff Dotseth made an amendment to move only Precinct 2 to 1st Love Church if it is found to be against state statute to move both precincts to one location.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Schedule Employee Reviews – An employee review is scheduled for Cathy Stevens on June 6th at 6:00 p.m.  An employee review is scheduled for Terry Carlile on June 7th at 6:00 p.m.  

Approve/Disapprove Donation to Fire Department for Clean-Up Day Help – Fifteen firefighters were present on Saturday for Baldwin Township’s Clean-Up Day.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenout to approve a donation of $1,000 to the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department relief association.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove City of Princeton Position Paper – There was discussion on the topic that the Township is not forcing anyone to be annexed to the City of Princeton.  Jeff Dotseth passed out pictures after looking at PUD’s throughout the area.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve subject to the Township attorney’s review.  Motion carried.

Addition to Fire Station – Jess Hall stated that GCI Builders, Inc. had forwarded a couple of price quotes for a lean-to and a new building.  There was discussion about the possibility of adding a lean-to to the north side of the fire station measuring 16 feet wide and the full length of the station for cold storage for grass rigs and emergency vehicles.  Jeff Dotseth felt that it would be better to utilize a new equipment building and then plan for a fire station expansion in several years.  Quotes will be obtain by Jess Hall
Truck Ford Diesel Crew Cab One Ton Truck – Jess Hall reported that he found a 2001 Ford diesel crew cab one ton truck for $11,000 which would make a nice grass rig.  The truck, however, is not available anymore.  Hall questioned where the Town Board stood in paying for a truck with donations and picking up the remaining balance.  Dotseth stated that he would like to see the department pursue donations.  Lawrence questioned if the Township put up $10,000 could the fire department put up $10,000?  Mark Bennett replied yes.  After much discussion it was determined that Mark Bennett will look into a lease and report back to the Town Board.
Tom Miller Property – Jess Hall stated that Tom Miller claims to have bills totaling $17,000 and his insurance company will not cover anything.  Hall told Mr. Miller that it may become a civil matter and that he would need to prove that the Township is causing his problem.  Dotseth suggested that the Township contact their insurance company.  There is a meeting scheduled on May 9, 2005, 9:00 a.m. with representatives from the county, West Branch Construction, Jon Bogart, Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Highway 169 Corridor Study Meeting, Monday, May 9th, 9:00 a.m., Sherburne County Courthouse.  Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour will attend.
Update on Sewer District - Bryan Lawrence reported that State Representative Sondra Erickson will be working on all the information that Baldwin had sent her.

Oak Wilt Program - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Baldwin Township fill out grant applications for the oak wilt program for 2005.  Motion carried.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the bills, check numbers 9800 – 9867, totaling $36,817.66. Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 11:04 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Kathy Adams, Mark Bennett, Steve Lunderborg

