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Baldwin Township Special Meeting

January 27, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene – A special meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Jess Hall at 4:00 p.m. on January 27, 2005.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Annexation and Incorporation Issues – The purpose for calling the special meeting was to talk to Gerald (Jerry) Smith about his new proposal for a possible public utility system that would benefit his land in the northwest corner of Baldwin Township. 

Lester Kriesel stated that he and Roland Thompson went out to view the property.  All the water behind Smith’s property has to go over the property.  If the road is widened, where would the ditch go?  Kriesel’s viewpoint is that the Township would need to carefully check the drainage issue.  The ditches haven’t been maintained for 50 – 60 years, and the County ditch goes through Smith’s property across 136th Street to County Road 42.  Kriesel said that, according to Thompson, the water table is approximately two (2) feet under the ground.

Jess Hall stated that the issue regarding annexation is that the City of Princeton does not want to annex a lot of low ground.  Smith cannot develop this property under current Sherburne County standards.  Eleanor Rittenour said that she recalled Smith mentioning that he would put in his own sewer.  Hall confirmed this by saying that Smith had said this about 2 years ago, but that then he wanted to turn it over to the Township.  Jeff Dotseth mentioned a possible alternative thinking perhaps Connexus could take over the maintenance of such a system.   Dotseth’s concern is liability to the Township.  

Gerald Smith arrived at 4:06 p.m. along with Kent Jefferson, Jerry’s son and his engineer, Gary D’Heilly.

Jerry Smith said that he was meeting with City of Princeton after the meeting with Baldwin Township.  Smith said that he was going to propose to the Township that if the Township is thinking about incorporating, this project would get the Township off of the ground.  Smith is proposing 542 home sites with the project taking 7 to 8 years.  Smith said that doing a sewer plant would be a nice way to go.  The type of treatment plant would possibly be a recirculating sludge type and the effluent, consisting mostly of water, would go into Battle Brook.  Hall asked, in an emergency what can be discharged?  D’Heilly said that someone would be monitoring, and this would be a very rare issue.  D’Heilly said that he favors County ditch discharge.  

Hall stated that with heavy rain septic plants can get overloaded and then release.  D’Heilly responded saying that some plants still have storm sewer hooked into the plant with no connection between storm sewers.  The water in the ponds would be enough to flush out anything and they want to get into something that has a good flow such as Battle Brook.

Smith said the homes planned for the area would be mainly walkouts and split levels with some areas allowing slab homes due to the water table.  Rittenour asked if this would need DNR approval.   D’Heilly said that wetland fill and wetland delineation would require DNR approval and that they have already talked to the DNR.  

Hall stated that incorporation is the main issue and that it would be a minimum of a 2 year process.  Dotseth said that he has had an opportunity to talk to the County Zoning office and it does appear that they do consider working with the Townships when the Township would like exceptions in the zoning of an area.  It was asked if special permission from the County Commissioners was needed.  Dotseth said that he thought it does, but the County is feeling pressure from other Townships, especially with the issues of annexation.  Smith said that he had talked to people who build these kinds of treatment plants, and he estimates that it would cost between $600,000 - $700,000 for a water tower.  Perhaps something could be worked out with the Township so that the Township could also make some money, instead of giving the City of Princeton the SAC and WAC charges.  There are several companies that maintain these types of systems besides Connexus.  If the Township wanted to take over instead of having one of the companies manage, the Township would collect the fees.  

Dotseth said it was brought to his attention that not all property rights have been acquired for an expansion of the crosswind runway.  A lot of work by the City of Princeton has been done with the issue of the crosswind runway with the FFA.  Smith said that if they go with the city, the road would be run west from Brand Mfg. along Prairie Restorations property.   

Smith said the typical lot size would be 80 x 160 (about 1/3 of an acre) with a timeframe of 7 – 8 years to complete the entire project.  The average price range of the homes would be $200,000 and he would ensure covenants are in place.  It was said that there would be close to 30 acres of ponding due to the water table.  There could be an issue of interference of ponding with other properties to the west of the proposed development.  A water tower would be the water supply.  Smith responded to the question about the treatment of water by saying that it would have to be dealt with, if they have to, at that time.  It is not known how deep the aquifers are.  There would be perhaps 20 double homes, and the plat shows approximately 10 – 12 acres set aside for parkland.  

Smith said that he would be meeting with the City of Princeton to discuss orderly annexation, building roads, etc.  The city ordered a study to determine proposed capacity.  

The Township’s vision, according to Bryan Lawrence, is to slowly progress in establishing planning and zoning with incorporation still being an option.  There is hesitation as a Board since there is the possibility of losing (land, etc).  Lawrence said that another option is if the Township could work out a planning and zoning with sewer works and water works.  There is no reason the Township couldn’t maintain Township status.  The only thing hindering this option is providing water and sewer services.  Concerning the traffic flow, Smith said that he would upgrade 136 Street to County Road 42.

It was discussed that the first steps to take is to contact the County to determine what can be don in this area and bring a plat to the County and ask what the Township needs to do to allow this type of development.

The following telephone numbers and address was provided to the Town Board:

Gary D’Heilly – 320-274-7221

Kent Jefferson – 651-429-5309

4530 Highway 61

White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Hall will meet with Smith on Friday morning at the Elk River Perkins at 9:00 a.m. to keep the Township informed about what happened at the meeting with the City of Princeton.

Gerald Smith, Gary D’Heilly and Kent Jefferson left the meeting.

Lawrence asked the Board what their reaction was.  If the township handles the money, it would amount to about $1 million dollars a year.  If the work is subcontracted, the Township would still receive a portion of the money, but the concern is whether the Township is ready to take on this kind of system.  If it was subcontracted it could relieve the Township of liability.  Rittenour didn’t like the idea of discharging into Battle Brook.  Hall said the Battle Brook issue would fall back on MPCA approval.

Lawrence and Dotseth will serve on a two (2) person committee to meet with the County to see where the Township needs to go, and to see if the County will even allow the development.  It is the feeling of the Town Board to pursue ahead cautiously, and to use wisdom with the best interest of the Township in mind.

Donated Park Land – Hall stated that he had talked to Kermit Young about moving the old school house that is currently on the Jensen property off of County Road 19 to the 80 acres that Mr. Young had recently donated to the Township.  Mr. Young was not in favor of the idea.  Mr. Young’s papers expressed his feelings that limit the donation of his land to recreation and wildlife; therefore the idea of making it a community center is not viable.  Mr. Young talked about burning the old home on the property, but keeping the pole barn intact.  According to Rittenour, Warren Jensen said that the Township could have the old school house for free, but would have to pay for the moving costs.  Jensen indicated that he would not donate any of his land, but it was suggested that he be shown the tax benefits of such a transaction.  Kriesel and Rittenour will ask Jensen’s son if they would consider selling some of the land to the Township, and to pursue signing over the schoolhouse structure to the Township.  

Review/Approve Letter to County Commissioners Regarding Park Fees – Lawrence stated that the bottom line is that every dollar that goes to the County is the County’s to spend.  Hall stated that Betsy Wergin, former County Commissioner, motion stated that 75% of the park money collected should be spent in that Township.  It is not necessarily the Township’s money and the County interprets it that is their money.  Kriesel stated that to cure the confusion over park dedication fees and how the money is spent the County should charge no fee.  No action taken on reviewing/approving the letter to be sent by the Town Board to the County Commissioners.
Employee Manual - No action taken.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

A letter from Bruce Anderson, Sherburne County Sheriff, was read thanking Baldwin for the use of the fire department for the sex offender notification meeting on Monday, January 24, 2005.

A copy of a letter from the County Auditor regarding special election equipment grants was discussed.

Lawrence asked about the status on snowplowing.  Lester Kriesel, Jess Hall and Terry Carlile spoke with the Township’s contractor.  There has been a problem with plowing the end of the road by Rodney Kriesel’s property.  Hall had two concerns:  If there is any questions about when snowplowing should be done, the contractor is to call Lester Kriesel and there was a concern whether the contractor was plowing some private roads, specifically the golf course road.  

Lawrence handed out information to the Board that had come from the December 2nd minutes of the Princeton City Council.  The executive director for the East Central Library System urged the City not to budget for extra hours as the County is budgeting for another 12 hours.  It was also suggested by the director that he was leery of the City starting to pay for employees since it is paying for building, and it would be very difficult to get out of paying once it is donated.

Lawrence informed the Board that the park dedication requirements and fees are changing in Princeton and handed out information for the Board’s review.

Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 5:54 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Gerald Smith, Gary D’Heilly, Kent Jefferson

