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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
September 13, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.  Supervisor Jess Hall was absent.

Call to Order/Reconvene – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of September 13, 2004 was called to order by Supervisor Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

August Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $5,461.10, disbursements of $31,889.64, check numbers 9090 – 9154, leaving a balance of $339,113.31.  
September Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $20,996.27, disbursements of $30,342.09, check numbers 9155 – 9210, leaving a balance of $330,044.55.  Jeff Dotseth had questions regarding CD’s, etc.
Sheriff’s Report – Not present.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

A) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of August 2, 2004.
B) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of August 3, 2004 with corrections.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Paul Vollkommer stated that he has a concern about the traffic at the intersection of County Road 45 and County Road 9 particularly since 313th Avenue has been closed.  The line of sight from the east is not good for the trucks coming down County Road 45.  Paul Vollkommer also stated that there have been numerous accidents on County Road 1 and County Road 9.  People don’t want to stop at the intersection of County Road 19 and County Road 38.  Eleanor Rittenour said that the County stated that County Road 1 and County Road 9 were more of a priority.  Bryan Lawrence will contact the County to inform them of citizen concerns about these intersections.

A resident from 111 ½ Street voiced a concern about a dust problem.  Bryan Lawrence said that a motion to add class 5 was made several months ago and it will be taken care of when the maintenance personnel return from vacation.  There was also discussion from the resident who lives on 111 ½ Street about ATV’s.

OLD BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that 96th Street is being worked on, and that the mat and dirt work is done.  He stated that 136th Street will be ready next week for blacktopping, and that the south side of 116th Street should have been already started.

Bryan Lawrence asked a question regarding the Blesi property on 285th Avenue by Elk Lake.  There was a call from a resident saying that the stakes were in a different area than where the fence was installed.  The Clerk will call Jon Bogart to verify the location.

Fire Department Report – Baldwin Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that there were 14 calls for the month of August.  The problems with Engine 2 have been corrected by General Safety.  The downrigger is repaired.  A date will be established for an ISO testing.  Bennett said that the election date has been changed to November 21, 2004 due to a conflict of schedules.  The State Fire Marshal will inspect the fire station on September 14, 2004.  Mark questioned if the Town Board will be making a donation to the relief association this year.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board has not totally discussed the issue and no motions have been made.  Mark Bennett stated that he will discuss the issue in further detail at the October meeting.  
The Baldwin Fire Department is planning an Open House on Saturday October 9 from 1 – 4 p.m.  The open house is directed to the children.  Twenty fire departments have been invited for a waterball tournament.  A DJ and dance will start at 5:00 lasting to midnight.   At 5:00 there will be a pig roast and beer, hinging upon a liquor license.  There will be a charge for food and liquor.  

Bryan Lawrence wanted to make sure that it was all right with the department to change the date for elections to November 21.  Mark Bennett responded that the general membership had been given a month to discuss the change, and the majority voted in favor of the change of date.  Bennett affirmed that the committee came to a consensus that approval was made on a 2-year election and that all of the issues had been resolved.  To clear any questions about election procedures, Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth will meet with the fire department.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to recess at 7:29 p.m. so that Supervisors Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour could talk with Mark Bennett.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to reconvene the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  Motion carried.

Paul Vollkommer voiced that a quorum is needed and that all changes need to be approved by the Town Board.  Lawrence said that they will meet with the committee.  Vollkommer said that an original copy of the Zimmerman rules and regulations would be needed to be reviewed by the committee.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that the Boy Scout’s main organization lost the paperwork for the Baldwin Town Hall Park.  There is no action taken on Sandy Lake.  

Park Committee 

Report to Town Board

	From Park Meeting of: 
	8/17/2004
	For Town Board Meeting of:
	9/13/2004


To Report:
1. Sandy Lake Accesses: 

· Two residents reported at August meeting that they understand the lake association is willing to contribute to resolving the drainage issues at the south access.  According to Jason Ostendorf, this is true, but they won’t be able to offer funding until next spring.

· Progress report on improvements to north access (boat launch):  The lake association has concrete planks, manpower and materials for concrete slab, and crane ready to go.  Need to hear from Jon Bogart that Sherburne County has issued a permit for th4e work.  Jason Ostendorf has submitted all plans to Jon Bogart; as far as he knows, Jon has all required information for the permit.
2. Town Hall Park:

· Partial grading has been completed to allow for Eagle Scout candidates to work on volleyball court and horseshoe pits.  Need to check progress on these projects.

· Need to approve $506 bill for engineering related to grading plan.  Dave Patten donated his time on the grading plan but needed an engineer to provide the specs to be entered into Rick Johnson’s equipment.  Funds not used for Cantlin Lake appraisals can be used for this expense.

· Park Committee is willing to work with board to develop comprehensive plan options for town hall property.  Committee feels that area by town hall/fire station/park is prime land to be reserved for public use—not only because it is adjacent to buildings and parking areas but also because it is adjacent to old railroad bed/future trail.  Committee feels that maintenance buildings should not be placed on this prime part of the property.
3. Proposed Cantlin Lake Park:

· Need progress report on meeting with Bernie Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Lester Kriesel, and Mike Seurer (optional) re: making an offer on Bernie’s land for use as a park.
For Action:
· Approve $506 bill for town hall park grading plan engineering specs.

· Determine whether Park Committee’s assistance is desired in developing comprehensive plans options for town hall property.  If yes, which board members will work with the Park Committee?

· If meeting with Bernie Kriesel has not yet been held, please schedule it (Lester, Bryan, Mike Seurer).

· As far as we know, Jon Bogart has all the information required to obtain the permit from Sherburne County.  Lake association would like permit ASAP so they can complete work on north access.  As mentioned above, they have everything in place to do the work as soon as the permit is issued.  Please ask Jon Bogart to expedite the permit and then call Jason when it has been obtained (389-3061).

Jeff Dotseth questioned if any action had been taken on the Elk Lake accesses and installation of 10 x 10 slabs.  
Eleanor Rittenour spoke about a park comprehensive plan by establishing a union with the Park Committee and the Town Board to that they could work together. The committee’s concern is to keep the property public.  No action taken until chair or secretary from the Park Committee is present.  It was suggested to also include representatives from the fire department and the Town Board.  

Bryan Lawrence has tried to get in touch with Raeburn Kriesel.  Lester Kriesel will try to contact him with the Town Board proposal.

Approve/Disapprove Engineering Invoice for Town Hall Park Grading Plan – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the engineering invoice for the Town Hall Park grading plan dated August 16, 2004 in the amount of $506.25 and payable to RLK.  Motion carried.

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence said that there is nothing to report.  Jeff Dotseth mentioned that Nancy Riddle is going to get a hold of Baldwin regarding a zoning plan and to have more open dialogue with the Township and suggested that a committee be established..  Eleanor Rittenour suggested that the committee include the District 3 and District 5 County Commissioners, Rachel Leonard and Roger Nelson.  
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – No action.

Town Hall Sign – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to move the Town Hall sign over to the shop and table the purchase of any new sign.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Hazardous Building Statute (Tabled from 7/12/04 Mtg.) – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the Hazardous Building Statute as presented.  Discussion followed.  Rittenour talked to Kathleen Heaney, Sherburne County attorney, about the statute and said that it was geared toward unsafe and unhealthy structures.  Dotseth is opposed feeling that too much authority is given to government agencies and he has seen it abused.  Rittenour was told that nothing is acted on until a property has a history.  It was questioned about what is considers history and who has the authority to consider history.  Upon vote, in favor of passing the resolution – none.  Opposed to resolution – all.  Motion fails.

Cellular 2000 Tower Update – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.  Motion carried.

125th Street Speed Study Request – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to request a speed study from Mn/DOT for 125th Street.  Motion carried.  

Employee Manual Update – Feedback from the remaining members of the Town Board is requested by September 21st at 5:00 p.m. to either Eleanor Rittenour or Jeff Dotseth.

Baldwin Cove, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit & Begin Road Warranty – No action taken.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.

Open and Award Snowplow/Salt & Sand Bids – Bryan Lawrence said that no bids had been received by the 1:00 p.m. deadline; therefore there are several options.  They are either to table or republish the request for bids.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to republish bids and, in addition, explore options and alternatives if no bids are received.  Motion carried.  The item will be added to the October 4th Town Board agenda. There was discussion about talking to previous contractors and a need to start some preliminary action on doing snowplowing/salt & sand ourselves.  
NEW BUSINESS: 

Noise, ATV & Snowmobile Issues – Jerry Davis said that he has called Sherburne County about the noise and speed of traffic on 313th Avenue.  Davis has talked to Betsy Wergin and Dave Schwarting requesting reducing the speed to 30 mph with additional sheriff patrol.  Snowmobiles and ATV’s are tearing out ditches at the taxpayer’s expense.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a letter to the County addressing the speed and noise issue and doing a study with the residents regarding ATV’s and snowmobiles.  Include in the letter to have 313th and County Road 45 swept of gravel.  Motion carried.

The residents present, along with Jerry Davis, also requested a litter sign on County Road 42, County Road 45 and 313th Avenue.  

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to request a speed study from Mn/DOT for 313th Avenue.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Educate 477 Using Town Hall on Saturday, October 30th – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve Educate 477 using the Town Hall on Saturday, October 30 for an open house for residents of Baldwin Township.  It’s to be stated that the Town Board does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Educate 477.  Motion carried.

Required Signatures for Bremer Bank Pledge Receipt – The Clerk/Treasurer obtained Town Board signatures needed for the Bremer Bank Pledge Receipt.
Discuss Request from Princeton Township – In response to a letter from Princeton Township regarding a motion made by their electors at the continuation of their Annual Meeting held in August, to explore the possibility of obtaining fire protection services from the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department as well as establishing a substation in Princeton Township, there were reservations regarding the proposal.  Baldwin Township protection from the fire department is top priority with secondary resources to protect outlying property.  For the establishing of a substation, the proposal to Princeton Township would be to purchase the land and building and provide funds for purchasing equipment and trucks.  It was determined that there should be a meeting with Princeton Township to see how serious they are.  A meeting will be set up with Princeton Township with Bryan Lawrence, Jeff Dotseth, Mark Bennett and Steve Lunderborg attending along with two (2) Princeton Township Town Board members.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Sherburne County Historical Society Heritage Center Groundbreaking, Wednesday, September 15th, 11:00 a.m.-Noon in Becker.

MAT District 7 Meeting, Wednesday, September 15th, 7:00 p.m. at the Lent Town Hall.

Sherburne County Hazardous Waste Collection is Saturday, September 18th.

MN Fall Maintenance Expo is Wednesday and Thursday October 6-7 at St. Cloud.  Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile are attending.

Stormwater Management Meeting is Tuesday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sherburne County Board Room.  Eleanor Rittenour indicated that this date had been changed and has not been rescheduled.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bryan Lawrence said that there is a snowplow for sale by Lino Lakes.  Jeff Dotseth saw a loader for sale on Highway 23 near Mora.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the bills, check numbers 9155 – 9154 totaling $30,342.09.  Motion carried.5
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 9:24 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  June DeLong, Jerry DeLong, Jerry Davis, Chellis Matz
