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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

January 8, 2008

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  Supervisor Jim Oliver absent.

Call to Order – The January 8, 2008 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Paul Vollkommer added letter “g” under Old Business, “Automatic Mutual Aid”, and letter “h” under Old Business, “Transfer of Funds”.  
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the agenda with additions.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Open Forum for Citizens – Elaine Philippi requested clarification on automatic mutual aid and should the board be aware of when it is happening and when it is taken off.  On the record, she is requesting Chief Torborg to contact her.  Bryan Lawrence responded that he had called the sheriff’s office but has not yet received a response and he will check with Chief Torborg regarding notices and clarify what his statement was and he will request that Chief Torborg contact Elaine Philippi.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Annual Review of Vahlsing Permit – The Vahlsing’s were not present.  There have been no complaints received.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve with an annual review.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

PLATS:
Wark Addition, Presentation of Petition to Vacate Easement and Schedule Public Hearing (Within 30 Days) & County Request for Board Approval/Disapproval of Written Township Permission for New Home to Locate on Easement – Chris and Lisa Wark were present.  They had submitted a request in April to combine Lots 3&4, Wark Addition and had received county approval to combine.  They had submitted a building permit application and found out that the easement needed to be vacated.  They have a construction loan and are now just waiting on the easement vacation.  Jon Bogart stated that it is a simple plat and there are no utilities underneath and sees no reason why it can’t be done.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer giving the Wark’s permission to start building their home and, if any utility is found in the easement, it would be at their cost to remove the utility or reroute.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule the public hearing for Tuesday, February 5, 2008, 8:00 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Wild Rose Estates, Revised Sketch Plan –Gary D’Heilly and Kent Jefferson present.  Gerald Smith not present.  Jefferson handed out the following to the board:

“Questions and Discussion from December Township Meeting:
Open Space:  Wild Rose Estates will have 163.5 acres of 50.8% of the land designated as common area open space.  An additional 8 acres or 2.5% of the land will be common area, but will not count towards the density bonus because of size or other requirements.  A total of 171.5 acres or 53.3% of the Neighborhood will be designated common open space.  Including private yards approximately 90% of the land area in Wild Rose Estates will be Green area.  Over all density is 1 lot per 1.78 acres with a total of 181 lots on 321.37 acres.

Lot Size: Average lot size is approximately 100x220.  Minimum lot width is 100’; minimum lot depth is 210’.  Minimum land area is ½ acre.

Development Timing: In today’s market place it is hard to make accurate projections on sales.  Wild Rose Estates will be done in phases over a number of years.  It is expected that development will start in the south east corner, hopefully in late fall of 2008 with the start of new home construction in the spring of 2009.
Airport Concerns: We have met with the Airport Commission since the last Town Board meeting to review this development.  Subject to formal staff review it does not appear that Wild Rose Estates will cause any conflicts or concerns for the airport commission.
Potential Commercial Zoning: Residential home sites are the best use for this land.  The property to the south and west is residential and with no public utilities commercial development is not practical.  In addition large area of solid surface improvements from commercial development would cause larger storm water run off issues.

Individual Wells versus Common Well or Wells: Because of the topography of this development the expected phasing and market demands a common well system is not practical.
Curb and Gutter versus Gravel Shoulder and Rural Ditch System: Because of the relative flat topography of the land a curb and gutter system requiring extensive storm water piping is impractical.  The size of the storm water pipes get very large causing extensive grade changes.  In addition open ditches will still be required along the road way in some areas.  A storm water system with extensive piping will increase the discharge rate of the storm water substantially.  You would also loose much of the natural absorption rate in to the ground and the natural filtering of storm water through a ditch system.  A ditch system will also provide better drainage and long term stability for the road construction.  A gravel shoulder and ditch storm water system will match the style of construction in the adjoining developments.  The construction of concrete curb and gutter and the accompanying piping system will add substantially to the construction cost of the project.  Considering all of the other development costs this is important factor for a successful development, a top priority for both the land owners and the Township.
Reconstruction of 136th Street: The need for improvements to 136th and the adjoining ditch system has been discussed in conjunction with the development ideas for this property over the years.  As land owners we are aware of this need and will work with the Town Board on improvement options.  At this time any constriction design for 136th St has to limited to the land area controlled by the Township.  We will deed any land area needed for future construction or expansion of 136th St.
Common Area land, Construction and Park Dedication Fees: Wild Rose Estates will include dedication of extensive open and common areas.  This area has the potential to be included in the Township’s plans for Parks and Trails.  One concern is that the planning staff at Sherburne County has stated that they do not expect that any of the Park Dedication Fees paid to the County for this development will be allocated or credited to improvements with in Wild Rose Estates.

Future Transportation Planning: The Sherburne County Public Works and Engineering Departments have been involved with the preliminary review of the Wild Rose development.  We will work with all interested parties needed to insure that this development conforms to the Township and County’s over all transportation plans.”
The board asked the developer’s to consider changing the property from residential development to commercial.  Discussion followed.  

Set Dates for County Request for Joint Meeting Regarding Wild Rose Estates – The date was set for January 23, 2008 at the Sherburne County Zoning Office.  
OLD BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that all the roads have been plowed with several breakdowns.  Some repair jobs have been done in the shop.  In regards to hiring a maintenance man, he will bring the issue up at the workshop meeting scheduled for January 17.  
Locks for Town Hall and Shop – Terry Carlile received a quote of $373.34 of rekeying the building.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the quote and amend it by changing it from 10 master keys to 13.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Fuel Tank – Lester Kriesel reported that the township is getting an extra fuel tank.  It is a 500 gallon tank with a hose and nozzle and it will be designated for use strictly by the fire department.  Carlile reported that there are still problems with the fuel records Carlile was instructed to check on a meter.  
Fire Department Door – Terry Carlile received a quote for the entrance door for the fire department at $1,300.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the original builder, GCI, maintains that they are outside doors.  Carlile stated that two separate contractors say they are inside doors and that is why the keypad freezes.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to keep on GCI regarding the doors and have them replaced. On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Snowplowing – Terry Carlile questioned if there was a process in handling the number of residents who push snow across township roads.  After discussion, it was determined that the issue be highlighted in the newsletter.
Sherburne County Request for Plan Sheet for 283rd Project – Terry Carlile stated that the project plan should include a starting and ending point.  Bogart, Pederson & Associates will be inspecting.  
County Planning & Zoning Report – Jess Hall reported they mainly worked on revising several ordinances.
Approve/Disapprove Revised Engineering Standards (Tabled 12/4/07) – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to add a striping requirement to the engineering standards.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the engineering standards as revised.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Town Board Meeting Minutes of December 4, 2007 – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the February 4, 2008 town board meeting.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Proper Procedure for Hockey Team Clean-Up Day Payment – Bryan Lawrence added the issue of proper procedure for fire department clean-up day payment.  Troy Gilchrist stated that the board has authority to donate to the fire retirement fund but not the general fire relief fund.  In regards to the hockey team, the issue is under what authority?  Lawrence stated that the township has adopted a $0 policy for all requested donations.  If it is a non-profit is it a service contract?  Gilchrist responded that it would be a questionable contract.  The board has a broad authority to give for recreational purposes.  This would not require electorate authority.  The legitimate way is to look at supplementing a recreational program through a non-profit organization.  The board is running up against the policy of no donations.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel authorizing Troy Gilchrist to develop a resolution or process to follow.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Automatic Mutual Aid – Paul Vollkommer stated that he had spent time on the phone with Mr. Andren in regards to the December 4th memo.  Vollkommer questioned if the December 3rd directive from Chief Torborg for automatic mutual aid just with Zimmerman for all fire structures in Baldwin required a board motion.  He would like to see Princeton added for automatic mutual aid for structure fires north of County Road 9 and Zimmerman for south of County Road 9.  Andren told Vollkommer that it did not make sense to eliminate Princeton.  Vollkommer recommends informing the Chief that he cannot make mutual aid agreements without going through the board as it puts the township at risk.  Jeff Dotseth stated the county has set up automatic mutual aid if needed.  Vollkommer stated that it is a matter of public safety.  If there is a fire north of County Road 9, they page out Princeton.  South of County Road 9, bring in Zimmerman.  Dotseth questioned if Baldwin automatically responds to Princeton.  Vollkommer stated that, according to EMS personnel, they think it is a ridiculous agreement.  Torborg did this on his own and it should have been discussed.  The best solution would be to add, and the board to send, a motion to have automatic mutual aid north of County Road 9 with Princeton and south of County Road 9 with Zimmerman.
Bryan Lawrence stated that he would like to talk with Captain Andren to determine if this is what was said.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to set up a meeting with the City of Princeton and the City of Zimmerman to discuss this issue.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Transfer of Funds – Paul Vollkommer questioned if it was necessary for a board motion to carry over funds from one year to the next.  Troy Gilchrist stated that the state statute had been amended so a carry over is legal and a board motion is not necessary.  A transfer between funds requires a board motion.  Vollkommer questioned if there was a penalty for exceeding the levied amount.  After further discussion, Gilchrist stated that there is no violation.
NEW BUSINESS:
Consider Areas for Overlay Districts – Bryan Lawrence stated the board needs to consider areas where overlay districts would be allowed.  Paul Vollkommer questioned if the township had to implement this type of district with Lawrence responding ‘no’.  
The item will be added to the February agenda.  Jon Bogart stated that he feels the township should have a comprehensive plan and a transportation plan in place first.  He will email contacts to the township office. 

Discuss Easement Issues, 312th Avenue – Terry Carlile stated that he was under the impression that 312th Avenue in Section 9 was a private road.  He has maintained it for 2 years and prior to that Essig Construction maintained.  Jon Bogart stated that there are two questions: 1) was the road accepted by the township, and 2) was the road built in the correct position.  Rick Blom, John Oliver & Associates, stated that the easements for road purposes are deeded to each property owner so it is technically a private road that the township took over maintenance.  Bogart stated that the township has donated money to the landowners by maintaining the road.  The residents would like to have the township accept the road.  Carlile stated that the road is paved but in poor shape.  Bryan Lawrence stated that if the road was brought up to township standards, the township would accept it.  Blom stated that the landowners think that it is a township road.  Lester Kriesel stated Richard Anderson used to live there. He said that he thought it was a township road.  Bogart stated that the road was not built in the right spot.  Jess Hall stated that, when he was on the board, he went out there with former Supervisor Louis Pfeiffer when they were asked to take over the road.  The road was not built where it was supposed to be and they told Lyle Anderson that.  After the road was blacktopped, a portion of the blacktop was ½ thick.  They told Lyle Anderson that the township would never accept the road as it was not up to standards.  The meeting was held on site.  Both Lyle and Roger Anderson were present.  To Hall’s knowledge, the road was never accepted.  Jeff Dotseth recommended that the issue be tabled until Jon Bogart inspects the road and the board receives his opinion.  Lawrence stated that it is not a township road and, unless the board sees differently, the township will consider it a private road.  In order for the township to accept, the road will need to be brought up to standards and then the residents would need to petition the township for acceptance.  Hall stated that the right-of-way was not cleared out 66 feet.  Troy Gilchrist stated that if the residents work to improve the road, a survey would need to be completed and the easements would need to be dedicated to the township.  He recommends sending out a notice to the landowners that the township will finish snowplowing this year but will not maintain next year.  
Approve/Disapprove Complying with Pay Equity – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to request reconsideration due to the fact that the Deputy Clerk’s wages were compared to seasonal snowplow drivers and not regular maintenance personnel.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Audit Company for 2007 Audit – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to contact two audit companies for a quote and table until the January 17, 2008 workshop meeting. A friendly amendment was made by Paul Vollkommer to contact three companies.  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
* Sherburne County Association of Townships Meeting, Wednesday, January 16th, 

* Sherburne County History Center, Becker, 7:30 pm

* Workshop Session, Thursday, January 17th, 5:00 p.m.
* Ehlers Public Finance Seminar, February 14-15th, Brooklyn Park

* 2008 Standard Mileage Rate Increase to 50.5 Cents/Mile

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Check #’s 12455-12460 Totaling $1,524.16 – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve check number 12455- 12460 totaling $1,524.16.  .  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 10:02 p.m.  .  On the vote: Ayes - 5; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

___________________________

____________________________

Submitted By: (s/) Cathy Stevens


Approved By: (s/) Bryan Lawrence

Clerk/Treasurer




Chairman, Board of Supervisors
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