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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
September 11, 2007
Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – Chairman Bryan Lawrence called the Baldwin Township regular meeting of September 11, 2007 to order at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – Baldwin resident Andy Schreder commended the township board for taking steps to take control of the meetings.  He voiced concerns and observations about orderly annexation.  

An “Open Forum 9-11-2007” letter from Mr. Schreder states:

“My name is Andy Schreder.  I live at 32134 – 111 ½ Street.  I would like to air some concern over our representation at meetings with the city of Princeton regarding a possible annexation agreement.  Any agreement to such a proposal would obviously bring a much higher housing density to the area than would be allowed under current Township guidelines, and I don’t think it is proper for a person in the real estate business to also stand up for the interests of Baldwin Township in this instance.  I want to be clear first of all that I have no evidence of wrong doing by Mr. Dotseth, or unfair influence, nor do I oppose development conducted in accordance with the established rules.  I do however have concerns that a deal to hand over Township land to the city of Princeton could be brokered by someone who stands to gain personally and professionally from a higher density configuration in this area.  Just the fact that Mr. Dotseth conducts business in this area makes his presence at these meetings highly suspect.  It must be very difficult for someone in his position to present an unbiased opinion in many of the township’s affairs; much less one of this magnitude.  Just last night Chairman Lawrence discouraged Mr. Oliver from making a motion to accept a donation to the fire department because he is a member of the department.  If this is a potential conflict, then what of Mr. Dotseth representing Baldwin Township in this manner.  I believe it puts a real cloud over who’s best interests are being served.  Thank-you for your time.”
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Automotive Repair Shop, Pond View, Section 34 – Keith Holland of Keith’s Repair, Inc. was asked to put up a fence by the county by June of 2008.  He was also asked to get a MPCA license by the county, and he is in the process of doing that.  Bryan Lawrence said he would like to avoid unlicensed vehicles, and vehicles that are not moving.   Apparently Holland does have a good client base.  No one was present to speak in favor or in opposition of the conditional user permit.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to recommend approval of a conditional use permit for Keith Holland’s automotive repair shop in Pond View with the following comment: Annual township review.  Motion carried.
PLATS:

Belmont Ridge, Approve Disapprove Renewal of Letter of Credit & Begin 2 Year Road Warranty – Jon Bogart recommended renewing the Letter of Credit for Belmont Ridge for two months since a lift is missing on the right turn lane going into the development.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the 2-year warranty for Belmont Ridge for two (2) months and renew the Letter of Credit for 2 months.  Motion carried.
Fawn Hill 2nd Addition, Presentation of Petition to Vacate Easements and Schedule Public Hearing (Within 30 Days) – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule a public hearing on October 2, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. granted all the signatures are verified on the petition to vacate easements.   Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that an illegal driveway at 31024 – 136th Street was put in about a month ago.  It is illegal because no permit was pulled.  It is recommended that a certified or hand delivered letter be sent.  Kriesel will hand deliver a letter to the property owners know the proper procedure.  
Terry Carlile reported that the DOT’s have been performed on the trucks.  He ended up using a person that works with Knife River who charges $65 per unit.  Trucks are not moved out of the garage.  Two of the three trucks passed.  Truck #1 did not pass as the brakes and drums are worn out.  He has two quotes: Central Fleet Service $1,537; and Anderson Equipment $2,000.  There are smaller issues with the truck that can be taken care of in the shop.  There is wear on the rear tires on the tandem truck (truck #4).  The truck was stuck three different times last winter.  It passed the DOT inspection but may not next year.  He has two quotes for eight tires; Pro Tire $1,930 for recaps; and Billings Service $1,777 for recaps.  Both companies will install the tires here.  Paul Vollkommer asked if the person from Knife River moonlights as a DOT inspector.  Carlile replied ‘yes’.  Vollkommer stated that he would prefer that inspections be with a company.  Carlile replied that the township used to use Cal Watson to do DOT inspections but he did not get recertified.  Vollkommer stated that the board voted to use Central Fleet Service for the DOT inspections.  Carlile replied that this man’s timeline was better and he was cheaper.  Bryan Lawrence reiterated that tires are needed on truck #4 and brakes on truck #1.  Lester Kriesel stated that the brakes need to be done for sure.  Vollkommer instructed Carlile to obtain a quote for the tires from West Side located in Corcoran.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving the quote from Central Fleet Service in the amount of $1,537 for the repair of the brakes and drums on truck #1.  Motion carried.  The DOT inspector will then return to the township at no extra charge to DOT the truck.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to check with West Side tire, Pomps and Bauerbilt on their prices for the tires and to go with the company that quotes less than $1,777 (Billings quote). If no other company quotes less than Billings, then use Billings for the tire replacement.   Motion carried.  
Discuss Elk Lake Landing Issue (From 9/10/07 Mtg) – Bryan Lawrence stated that he did not have chance to look at the landing.  Lester Kriesel did look at it and said it is nice and level.  It was washed out due to the amount of rain received in August.  Terry Carlile stated that he had received two calls for residents about the situation.  It was washed out under the railroad ties 3-4 feet deep.  Carlile called Kriesel and Jon Bogart and asked them how to handle the situation.  When Carlile was at the landing residents said it was a public beach and others said it was a public boat landing.  Carlile stacked railroad ties four-high and supported them with fill behind them.  He still had trouble with washouts.  West Branch Construction was called in to build a swale.  Carlile told the residents to contact their lake association with their concerns and then the association can come to the board.  Jon Bogart stated that the board needs to determine whether to reinstall the boat landing or leave it as a beach area and that it was necessary to stabilize the beach area.  The township could apply for grant money through the DNR or leave it as is.  Jeff Dotseth suggested obtaining feedback from the residents and the lake association.  Lawrence stated that once something existing is torn out it is hard to put it back.  Baldwin resident Richard Outhoudt stated that nothing was solved.  The first 2 loads that were dumped washed into the lake.  Carlile responded that the water is coming from the hill.  Outhoudt stated that all dirt will end up in the lake and suggested adding crushed rock to fill the hole and leaving the rest alone.  The area was there for 40-50 years without any major problems and questioned if it was so bad that children were going to fall in and disappear.  He questioned how it was that Jon Bogart and Terry Carlile made the decision.  Lawrence stated that if it is a safety issue the board needs to act.  Kriesel gave the road personnel the authority.  If it is a dangerous situation for the public the board needs to do its due diligence to keep it safe.  Kriesel stated that the hole was 4 feet deep when he looked at it.  Lawrence stated that it is a valid point with the drainage issue and he is well aware of the home that is causing some of the problems.  Jon Bogart stated that the area is a mess and the solutions fell apart.  Lawrence asked if there was an active lake association with Richard Outhoudt replying that he is not sure how active the association is.  Outhoudt stated that he took it upon himself to tell the owner that has retaining walls on the beach to take them out.  Perhaps the township can tell that property owner to remove the remainder of the retaining wall and try to reclaim the landing.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to work with Jon Bogart and Terry Carlile, work with any grant monies available and determine if West Branch Construction will donate any machinery and time.  Lawrence questioned if it would interfere with the work that has already been done.  Bogart replied ‘no’.   Motion carried.

Drainage Concern, Lake Diann Area – Terry Carlile reported that he has received two phone calls from residents concerning the 133rd wash out conditions on the south side of the Lake Diann area.  Bogart said that at least one garage has been impacted directly from the wash out conditions.  It seems like a problem is solved in one area, then it transfers to other areas.  By putting a curb on the lake side an easement would be needed to allow water to go over a property.  Jeff Dotseth suggested looking at a subordinate service district since three properties are directly affected.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a letter to the three (3) individuals affected encouraging them to petition for a subordinate service district.  The board members will also view the properties.  Motion carried.
Miscellaneous Expenses – See above under Road Report.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – The following was submitted by Jess Hall:
Memo to Baldwin Board

To:

Baldwin Township Board of Supervisors

From:

Jess Hall, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Rep.

Subject:
August 16, 2007, P. & Z. meeting

The only item of interest to Baldwin was the topic you dealt with at your regular meeting in August.  That being the house in Fawn Hill that was built too close to the property line and the owner was asking for the property line to be moved to give his house the proper setback from the side line of the property.  Your board asked for the owner to furnish a petition to vacate the drainage easement along the line.  The county P. & Z. subsequently asked the county attorney to not sign the mylars until such petition was completed and submitted.

Approve/Disapprove Scheduling Closed Employee Meeting – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to schedule a closed employee meeting with the township attorney present for October 22, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
Approve/Disapprove Obtaining Attorney Opinion on Orderly Annexation Document – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve obtaining the attorney’s opinion on an orderly annexation document.  Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Improvement of Pond – Dustin Romann, 10515 – 306th Avenue (Hidden Hollow) requested permission to restore his pond to its original state.  The pond was designed to hold rain water run off.  It is completely filled with the washed out sand from the development.  The developer put in rock in the ditch to stop the wash outs, but never re-cleaned the pond.  It is recommended that the township engineer look at the pond.  Sketches need to be obtained to find out how deep the pond was originally.  Lawrence commented that after restoration if the pond impacts the road right of way in any way, Romann will be required to put it back the way it was.  Gilchrist said that if board action is taken, the board will be assuming liability.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Jon Bogart take a look at it and indicate to the board what might need to be done with approval based on his evaluation.  Motion carried.
Ordinances – Lester Kriesel stated that some of the residents of Pleasant Acres are upset because truckers come in and leave their trucks running all night.  This situation will be brought up to the deputy at next month’s meeting.   
Review Engineering Standards and Developer Agreements – It was agreed that more research needed to be done on the advantages or disadvantages of dual walled plastic culverts.  Jon Bogart gave Troy Gilchrist background on the different types of developer’s agreements.  An item he would like Gilchrist to look at would be a time limit to how long a development could go.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to have Troy Gilchrist review and evaluate the developer’s agreements.  Motion carried.  
Engineering standards: The board determined that island cul-de-sacs need to be removed.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if there is adequate signage within the developments.  Terry Carlile stated that he receives a number of requests for different signs after the fact.  The board directed Carlile to work with Bogart on this sign issue.  Discussion was held on requiring address signs in the front of the properties and ensuring that we have the same sign source for all properties.  Bogart recommended limiting the amount of storm sewer that actually goes into a development as it might be advantageous to maybe not disallow them but to control them. It was also determined to eliminate allowing bituminous curbs.   
Discussion of Conditional Use Permit Policy – Jim Oliver questioned if the township would be liable if notices were sent out and the township forgot a property owner who is a neighbor to someone requesting a conditional use permit.  Troy Gilchrist recommended keeping the administrative portion at a central location (Sherburne County).  Jess Hall brought up the issue of the 60 day time limit.  Bryan Lawrence stated that this issue has not come up on a regular basis.  Lester Kriesel stated that he would prefer to see it kept at the county level.  
Miscellaneous – Terry Carlile stated that he had a potential problem that he wanted to ask Jess Hall about.  Carlile has a purchase agreement on 11 acres and the county has issued a building permit to start building.  There is a foundation already put in and it has been inspected.  The board instructed Carlile to contact the county.
Incorporation – Bryan Lawrence had questions for Troy Gilchrist on his recommendations on incorporation.  The township has been through the step of forming a committee.  What would be the next step?  Gilchrist responded that a committee would serve as a working body to do the legwork and gather information.  The issue does not need to go to a vote by the electorate.  Lawrence asked if a vote would add credibility.  Gilchrist responded ‘not necessarily’.  Gilchrist stated that the township needs to focus mainly on the criteria.  Get a working group together and give Gilchrist the green light to start the petition for incorporation.  Hold conversations with the City of Princeton.  Jeff Dotseth asked if an orderly annexation agreement would compliment incorporation.  Gilchrist stated that the more thought put into it the better it will look to the administrative law judge and suggested that the township move forward sooner rather than later.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Check Numbers 12166 & 12187 Totaling $6,380.65 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve payment of check numbers 12166 and 12187 totaling $6,380.65.  Motion carried.
It has already been established that anything over $1,000 needs to come before the board for approval.  
Adjournment - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to adjourn at 10:04 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Keith Holland, Dustin Romann, Jess Hall, Andy Schreder. Troy Gilchrist, Elaine Philippi, Richard Outhoudt, Jon Bogart, Terry Carlile
