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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
August 31, 2006

Present –Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  Supervisor Jess Hall was absent.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:04 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Open 283rd Avenue Road Bids – One bid was received from Rum River Contracting.  Their bid was for $167,253.50.  They also provided a Bid Bond in the amount of 5% of the bid amount.  The bid does not include dirt work or reclaiming.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if the Township was prepared to complete the project this fall.  Lester Kriesel stated that he would prefer to have just the dirt work completed now.  Paul Vollkommer questioned if the bid was higher than what was budgeted.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board had budged approximately $250,000.    
Award/Reject 283rd Avenue Road Bid to Lowest Responsible Bidder – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to reject all bids.  Motion carried.
Open 125th Street Road Bids – No bids were received.  

Award/Reject 125th Street Road Bid to Lowest Responsible Bidder – Not applicable.

Accept Petition for Road Establishment, Section 33, and Schedule Public Hearing 
Mike Ziegler was present along with David Meyers, Rinke-Noonan.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if the affected property owner was notified.  David Meyers stated that the only purpose was to set the hearing at this meeting and have the Town Board accept the petition.  Lawrence questioned if the Town Board accepts the petition then would the Township becomes the authority of the road.  Lawrence felt this was premature since the issues have not been settled between Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Thoreson, and he does not want to make the Township liable at this time.  It was stressed that the petition was requested by the developer and not the Township.  David Meyers said there would be no cost to the Township; that Mr. Ziegler would be paying all costs, therefore, there would not be a burden to the taxpayers.  Lawrence said that the Township has no ability to guarantee that the Township would not get hit with some costs.  Meyer said that the road order is not signed until everything has been completed.  Lawrence stated that the development is not in the Township, just the small segment of road.  He also has a concern that the issues are resolved with Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Thoreson prior to the Township holding a public hearing.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the petition.  Jeff Dotseth asked that both Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Meyers meet with Mr. Thoreson.  Mr. Thoreson stated that he would request that the Township hold the pubic hearing after October 10, 2006 as he will be out of town.  Mr. Meyers stated that will be fine as long as the record reflects Mr. Thoreson’s request.  The public hearing is scheduled for Monday, October 16, 2006, 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  The Clerk needs to verify the signatures on the petition and post the public hearing notice for 10 days.  
Development Issues - Dave Cowles, Baldwin Township resident who resides in Section 33, was present stating that he still has issues with the developer of Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition.   Mr. Cowles stated that his sprinkler system is still leaking and is questioning why a new line was not installed.  Jon Bogart stated that there are various spots that are leaking and it was damaged during construction.  Jon feels that it is a legitimate for replacement.  Jon stated that Mr. Cowles is not very happy with the fence.  The developer did improve the fence but the posts are loose.  A small amount of black dirt is also needed.  Mr. Cowles stated that crabgrass is coming in, not lawn.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel for the Township to go in and do the work and send the bill to the developer.  The work would consist of repairing the sprinkler line and spread a little black dirt and seed.  Mr. Cowles stated that he would let the fence go and the sprinkler heads that were replaced by the developer require a different tool.  Jeff Dotseth amended the motion to include that the work would be done within the next week.  The Clerk stated that Gopher State One Call would need to be notified prior to any work being done. Paul Vollkommer stated that maybe Sheldon Pool could do the work as he had installed the sprinklers at his home.  Bryan Lawrence read the quote that had been provided to Mr. Cowles from Sheldon Pool, Rocky Mountain Construction.  The estimate for the work that needs to be completed is $800-$1,000.  Jeff Dotseth amended the motion to have Sheldon Pool, Rocky Mountain Construction, complete the work with a quote from him obtained first.  Mr. Cowles then asked if there was any way to move the speed limit sign closer to County Road 45.  Jon Bogart stated that he had already requested that the Baldwin Township maintenance personnel move the sign.  Lester Kriesel stated that the sign needs to meet the state guidelines for installation.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Tax Forfeited land – Lester Kriesel said the forfeited land by Elk Lake Estates is not of any use to the Township.  There is a building on the land, and an inspector would need to go out and look for asbestos.  
Parcel #01-404-0325, Elk Lake Estates, Lot 9, Block 3 - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to not purchase.  Motion carried.
Parcel #01-407-0330, Birch Acres, Lot 10, Block 3 -  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to not purchase.  Motion carried.

Parcel #01-427-0010, Deerwood Acres, Outlot B and that part of Outlot C lying Westerly of East line of W ½ of SE ¼ extension Northerly - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to not purchase.  Motion carried.
Close Special Meeting and Open Public Hearing – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to close the special meeting at 7:46 p.m.   Motion carried.
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to open the public hearing at 7:46 p.m.  Motion carried.

Public Hearing, Adoption of Sherburne County Subdivision Ordinance Alternate Lot Standard – Bryan Lawrence read the legal notice that had been placed in the Township’s official newspaper regarding the public hearing.  A letter was received by Roger and Richard Anderson, which Bryan Lawrence also read for the record:
August 24, 2006

To: Baldwin Town Board

From:  Roger and Richard Anderson

            32032 125th St.

            Princeton, MN  55371

Re:  Proposed changes to minimum standards.

Dear Board Members,

We are very sorry to miss this very important meeting regarding the adoption of Sherburne County’s new standards for platting subdivisions.  Both Roger and Richard will be out of town over the long Labor Day weekend.

We want to go on record as being in favor of adopting the new standards because it will directly affect land we currently own and are going to subdivide.  If the new standards are not adopted our only way to subdivide will be to request annexation from the City of Princeton and we currently are opposed to becoming a part of the City.  We enjoy the current township forma of government, which has been good for our area.  We are proud of accomplishments that the board has done to enhance the township.

In conclusion, please give every consideration and adopt the new standards that the Sherburne County board is putting forth.

Sincerely,

/s/ Roger Anderson


/s/ Richard Anderson 
Kent Jefferson, 4530 Highway 61, White Bear Lake, Gerald Smith’s business partner, asked if the Baldwin Town Board has to adopt these standards or go plat by plat.  Bryan Lawrence said that, as of right now, the Town Board cannot use the new standard at all but, if adopted tonight, it becomes an option for the Town Board to use.
Berkley Rodgers, Baldwin Township resident, stated that he understands both #1 and #3 of the standard was needed so it would be 20,000 square feet of buildability.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Township would need clarification from the county.  Jeff Dotseth stated that this would give the Township the opportunity, by adopting this standard, to look at plats and see what makes sense.  Jon Bogart suggested that the Town Board discuss what areas of the Township would be acceptable for this standard.  He is concerned if the Township does hodge-podge allowance of this standard that legal action could occur.  Another challenge is enforcement.  Since this is not a municipal area, building officials and codes are not available.  The concern is that this represents one more step and the responsibility that no issues arise down the road.  Dotseth stated that this should be on a case-by-case basis as there are some sites that make sense and others that do not.  Jon Bogart suggested that the Town Board sit down as a group and talk about what is important and what to watch out for.  This would ensure that there would be no issues.  If this is done in the proper manner and guidelines are followed there should not be any problems. Jeff Dotseth asked if there was any way Jon Bogart could help the property owner that was caught in the middle with the county and Township.  Herb Murphy questioned what other Townships in the county have done.  Bryan Lawrence stated that Big Lake Township is the only other township that does their own zoning and has adopted the alternate standard.  Paul Vollkommer stated that he does not see a need for the alternate standard.  Bryan Lawrence stated that if guidelines are followed then there should not be any problems.  
Pat Skarohlid, Baldwin Township resident, question that if the county already has this standard, does the county make sure that the builders are meeting the standards?  Bryan Lawrence responded that it is actually a two step process that needs to be followed.  Paul Vollkommer stated that the trouble is that the water table changes.  Bryan Lawrence stated that it is actually two different things, water table and mottled soil.  
Kent Jefferson stated that he feels that the flexibility to have this development option would be important for the Township.  Improvements have been made in the design of plats and there has to be a system to ensure all standards are met.  Proper design and engineering are key.  
Jon Bogart stated that the concern is that as the Township goes forward, a process needs to be in place.  Paul Vollkommer questioned why the Township would change the standard.  Bryan Lawrence responded stating that alternate standards have more mechanisms in place to allow more control.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the problem is with enforcement and people not following the rules right now.  The county has put a number of new mechanisms in place to ensure that the rules are followed.  
Gene Ludwig, Baldwin Township resident, questioned how this would affect the water level of Battle Brook.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he would need to talk to the county ditch inspector.  

Close Public Hearing and Open Special Meeting – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to close the public hearing at 8:38 p.m.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to open the special meeting at 8:38 p.m. Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Adoption of Alternate Lot Standard – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to disapprove the adoption of the alternate lot standard.  Bryan Lawrence said Baldwin Township resident Mike Seurer did speak to him about his opposition to this standard.  Jeff Dotseth would rather see it tabled until a five (5) member board is present and allow further discussion with Jon Bogart.  Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence stated opposition to the motion.  The motion failed.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table the approval/disapproval of the adoption of an alternate lot standard in order to do some further research to find out what other controls are available, and to have a five (5) member board present.  Paul Vollkommer made the amendment that the vote is at a regular Town Board meeting.  Motion carried.
Jeff Dotseth requested that Jon Bogart work with Berkley Rodgers and the county to have his issue resolved since technically it’s a simple split of his property.  
Fire Department Officers – Bryan Lawrence said he asked the fire department officers to be present to determine which direction they are heading.  As of last week, Sean Weldon and Ross Martin have resigned.  Lawrence spoke to Brian Torborg to be interim fire chief until the November regular elections.  The fire department officers can appoint an assistant chief position and captain, if they want.  Torborg said he would appoint the two vacant positions until the November elections.  There has been no fire department officer meeting as of yet, but Torborg has talked to the officers on a one on one basis.  It was determined that a closed meeting will be scheduled so that personnel issues can be dealt with.  Bryan Lawrence said that the protocol is to have elections in November and appoint someone to fill the two vacated positions.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kreisel to follow the protocol.  Motion carried.
A closed meeting is scheduled September 7, 2006, 7:00 p.m. with the fire department officers.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lester Kriesel said the weed problem in Whitetail Crossing has been taken care of.

Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:16 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Larry Thoreson, Heather Rodgers, Berkley Rodgers, Dave Cowles, Brenda Cowles, Herb Murphy, Corrine Murphy, Kent Jefferson, Jeremy Evans, Jim Hughes, Jim Roxbury, Mike Ziegler, Dave Meyers, Jon Bogart, Dan Barthel, Mike Rademacher, Brian  Vork, Cal Watson, Pat Skarolid, Jesse Ewert, Gene Ludwig, Jeremy Evans, Brian Torborg
