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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
November 14, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The November 14, 2006 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – Pat Vollmuth from 31607 – 136th Street inquired about the requirements on allowing a shared driveway.  He has 15 acres and would like to create one new lot.   Bryan Lawrence told Mr. Vollmuth that the Township will investigate further and contact him.  This item will be on the agenda for December. 
Elaine Philippi from 31647 – 127th Street asked if litigation occurs over the fire department if the citizens are liable for the cost.  Bryan Lawrence said that, according to the township attorney, the township has coverage with an Errors and Omissions insurance policy.  Philippi also asked if the citizens would end up paying for the money that won’t be recovered from the dive equipment.  Lawrence said this money has already been taken out of the fire fund.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that Class 7 had been put down in Elk Lake 
Estates.   Kriesel said though that the residents protested, and for the safety of the workers, would like to receive formal approval by the board to call the deputy if needed in the future. Kriesel also reported there has been trouble over truckers parking on township roads and busting them up.  There was discussion regarding weight of trucks.  Kriesel would like to put up weight signs.  Kriesel and Carlile will visit with the individual responsible.  West Branch Construction received a permit to fill in the area of 99 ½ Street at the south end of Sandy Lake so the snowplow can go through.  Also, under the extension of another permit, West Branch will repair the land bridge at Lake Diann.  Terry Carlile said the south end of Lake Diann is now a completed project.  The south end of 120th Street and 283rrd Avenue are also complete, as is the intersection of 100th Street and the south end of Sandy Lake.  Jeff Dotseth asked Bob Gross if there is any money available for stump removal from under township roads.  Gross will research further.  Carlile said the blacktop work is complete for the year with only minor projects remaining.

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Parts Washer – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the purchase of a parts waster with a cap of $600.  Lester Kriesel and Jeff Dotseth in favor; Paul Vollkommer and Jess Hall opposed.  Motion failed.
Agenda Item Policy – Bryan Lawrence said he would like to establish a policy to have an agenda item that would demand a motion to be on the agenda the Friday prior to the Town Board meeting.  He said it’s not fair to the board or the citizens.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to set a policy on agenda items that would require a motion be on the agenda the Friday before the meeting.  Jess said he would like to speak against the motion.  Discussion followed.  A friendly amendment made by Jeff Dotseth is to consider changing the date to the first business day before the meeting.  Lawrence accepted the friendly amendment.  Jess Hall and Paul Vollkommer are opposed to the motion.  In favor are Lester Kriesel, Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence.  Motion carried.
Reschedule Road Order Public Hearing – Bryan Lawrence said that this may be a mute issue since the developers are currently dealing with this issue.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to table.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Maintenance Personnel Attending NIMS Training and Town Board Members (if mandatory) – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to reschedule the normal Town Board meeting to December 4th to allow the Town Board (excluding Paul Vollkommer as he has already had the training) and Terry Carlile to attend the NIMS training scheduled for December 5, 2006.  Jess Hall is opposed to the motion.  Paul Vollkommer abstained.  Motion carried.
County Ditch #18 Update – Jess Hall reported that a position was taken by the Town Board and that a letter was sent saying that the Town Board was opposed to the clean out of County Ditch #18 paying an assessment.  He said he talked to the ditch inspector at the public hearing.  Hall further stated that Gerald Smith has voluntarily offered to pay $17,000 plus for cleaning out the ditch.  The ditch north of County Road 42 will be cleaned out and assessed to benefit the property owners, but within two years they would need to be cleaned again, and the assessment would be a lot higher.   Kriesel said the property owners are not getting any benefit from the ditch, and were put in for the farmers.  Hall also said that the ditches will not lower the water table in that area.  County Commissioner John Riebel said it would make the water flow better.  The commissioners were going to vote against it, but after talking with the ditch inspector, they voted in favor.  Even though the commissioners approved the cleaning of the ditches, they would like a motion of support from the Township.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to support the decision made by the commissioners.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
Introduction of Jeremy Riddle, City of Princeton Mayor-Elect – Bryan Lawrence introduced City of Princeton Mayor-Elect Jeremy Riddle who will be taking over office in January.  Riddle will work on the economic development in the area.
Introduction of Jay Blake, City of Princeton Planner – Bryan Lawrence introduced the City of Princeton Planner Jay Blake.  Blake has been City of Princeton Planner for about 5 ½ weeks.  Blake handed out presentation outlines.
1) Personal background and introduction.
2) Common issues and collaboration: schools and taxes

3) Parks and trails: Visionary Committee

4) Growth and change: Commercial growth, traffic and transportation and current zoning/ future plans

Baldwin Newsletter/Candidate’s Night/Pandemic Flu Issue – Eleanor Rittenour said the county will be giving two additional presentations on the pandemic flu issue.  It was requested that this be added to the newsletter.  Elaine Philippi would like to see the Town Board act as an educational tool.  Jeff Dotseth suggested adding a web site link on pandemic flu.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the newsletter as amended.  Motion carried.  Jess Hall and Bryan Lawrence will review the newsletter before it is sent out.
Discuss Possible Annexation of 360 Acres to City of Princeton – Chris Flor said he acquired Roger Smith’s property.  Essig’s property abuts the city sewer lagoon, but Essig’s property is not part of the 360 acres, although Essig and Flor are in the project together.  They are talking about taking the south side of the property and making it into trails that would run almost to the Young property.  Flor said he was not aware of the new ordinances that Baldwin has adopted.  Lawrence said that since there are new personnel in the City of Princeton, the township is now more open to working with the City.  Flor said they are looking at possibly 430 homes with city sewer and water.  Lawrence said he would prefer to see development happen north to the south of the property.  Jeff Dotseth suggested Flor check into the current ordinances that Baldwin has, and continue to look at some options with the City of Princeton.  
Approve/Disapprove Amending Zoning Map, Rezoning from Urban Expansion to Commercial or Industrial, Railside Addition, PID #01-004-3325 and Beunaventura Vista Addition – Bryan Lawrence will call Jon Sevald as this was already passed by the Town Board.  
Discuss Project Nominations for Federal Transportation Funding – There was discussion on several projects including restoration of the old schoolhouse, preservation of abandoned railways, bicycle trails in Baldwin and a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Highway 169.  Bryan Lawrence will call Tim Edgeton to discuss further. 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: 
Annual Review of Langenbach Conditional Use Permit, Section 36 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve for one more year Todd and Diane Langenbach’s request for a conditional use permit for a home business in an accessory building for truck fabrication, welding and repair with the following comment:  Annual review by County and Township.  Motion carried.
Annual Review of Kruse Conditional Use Permit, Section 19 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve Duane Kruse and Sharon Sandberg’s request for a conditional use permit for a home business in an accessory build for aircraft restoration with the following comment:  Annual review.  Motion carried.

Annual Review of First Love Fellowship Conditional Use Permit, Section 16 – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the request to amend the existing conditional use permit for First Love Fellowship to add additional structures on the property with the following comments:
· Annual review.

· Annual fire inspection.

· Approve – one year.

Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.
Annual Review of St. Cloud Wireless Conditional Use Permit, Section 16 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the requested conditional use permit for a 175 foot monopole communication tower by St. Cloud Wireless with the following comment:  Annual review.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Country View Ridge, Approve/Disapprove Reducing Letter of Credit and Starting 2-Year Road Warranty – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Country View Ridge’s reduction of the letter of credit and the starting of a 2-year road warranty.  Motion carried.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Public Hearing on Rezoning, Thursday, November 16th, 6:30 pm, County Board Room 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
There was discussion regarding annexation.  Jeff Dotseth said he would email Bob Ruppe regarding other monetary opportunities that may be available for a township the size of Baldwin’s.
Approve/Disapprove Check Numbers 11417-11420 Totaling $46,723.68 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve check numbers 11417 – 11420 totaling $46,723.68.  Motion carried.
Jess Hall initiated discussion regarding Terry Carlile having two helpers and the fact that that they are here quite frequently.  There appears to be no abuse with the time involved.  The clerk will pull the time sheets for the Board.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 9:57 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Jeremy Riddle, Chris Flor, Brian Schoeder, Dennis Lindberg, John Riebel, Elaine Philippe, Todd Langenbach, Sharon Sandberg, Dave Kruse, Jay Blake, Aaron Lindau, Bob Gross
