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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

May 3, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour
Call to Order - The May regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall requested that the subject of “Gravel on Elk Lake Accesses” be added as item “j” under New Business.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the regular meeting agenda with the one addition.  Motion carried.

April Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,450.80 disbursements of $35,982.46; check numbers 8772 - 8843, leaving a balance of $222,511.64.

May Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $8,068.58 disbursements of $12,952.99, check numbers 8844 - 8882, leaving a balance of $217,798.20.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

A) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of April 5, 2004.

B) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of April 6, 2004.

C) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2004.

D) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of April 19, 2004.
The motion carried.

Open Forum – Pete Erlendson, Birch Acres, questioned if a drain was to be installed between Lot 4 and Lot 5.  Jess Hall stated that two Town Board members and a contractor will be in Birch Acres on Tuesday, May 4 at 2:00 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall had prepared the following list of proposed road projects for 2004:

PROPOSED ROAD PROJECTS – 2004
                                                                                                COST
136th Street                                                                              $ 16,600

96th Street
    8,200

Ridgewood Bay
   14,800

125th Street (drainage issues)
   10,000  

116th Street (south project only)
   27,600

285th Avenue
   19,920

313th Avenue 
   15,300

305th Avenue (large patch)
     5,000

South Sandy Lake
    55,000

Pleasant Acres
    52,000

Lake Diann
    44,000

$268,420

“Over time, we should recover $90,200 in Subordinate Service District funds.  Residents have been asked to contribute 50% of cost immediately.

As of May 1, 2004, we have $429,000 in both on-hand and anticipated Road and Bridge funds for 2004.  Doing these projects then leaves us with $133,580 for shouldering, crack sealing, seal coating, striping and other maintenance projects, plus snowplowing next winter.  Plus what residents will pay up front (anticipate around $45,000).  Since approximately $170,000 will not come from the county until December, it means about $40,000 of the proposed projects may have to have deferred payment.”

Lester Kriesel reported that Baldwin Township has received quotes for four (4) road projects.  




Universal
 


Bauerly
313th Avenue

$15,290.25



$13,217.30

125th Street

$10,640.00



$12,721.80

305th Avenue

$6,198.75



$5,512.59

Ridgewood Bay
$10,700.00



$12,210.32

Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township should hold off on 136th Street as dirt is being hauled for the County Road 9 project and suggested that the Township take pictures of 136th Street.

Bryan Lawrence commented that the 285th Avenue project was tabled at the last meeting, but Jeff Dotseth challenges that 285th Avenue needs to be done.  He suggested that 285th Avenue be patched this year.  Bryan Lawrence feels that Ridgewood Bay and 285th Avenue do need to be approved.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to have Universal do road repair for 125th Street and 116th Street, and Bauerly do road repair for 313th Avenue and 305th Avenue.  Bryan Lawrence amended the motion to exclude 116th Street.  Jess Hall said that West Branch Construction was already awarded the winning quote of $27,000 for excavation and blacktop for 116th Street and West Branch was awarded the job for 136th Street at $6,600.  96 Street was approved with Spencer Brook Township paying for ½ the cost.  For 285the Avenue the quote from Universal was $5,800, and the quote from West Branch Construction was $14,810.  Ridgewood Bay road was included in with Bryan Lawrence’s motion.  A resident from 143rd Street was present asking if their road, which is 500 feet long, could be included in the Ridgewood Bay road project.  Jess Hall informed the resident to talk to Universal regarding the project and financing as 143rd Street is a private road not maintained by the Township.  Motion carried.  

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy Sheriff reported that speed monitoring on 116th Street would be moving to different sites within the Township.  The DNR has been monitoring ATV activity with an airplane.

Capital Project Report – Jess Hall reported that Livonia Township purchased a 1.3 yard hot mix trailer for $8,000 and has indicated that they are not anxious to rent it out.  He handed out a proposed capital project list consisting of the following:

CAPITAL PROJECTS – 2004

Fire Hall concrete







$
 8,367

Fire Hall Blacktop







          12,000

Hot Mix Trailer (2.5 yard)






          13,675

Town Hall Heat & Air Conditioning





 8,000











$        42,042

“As of April 21, 2004, we have $47,000 in cash balance plus $10,000 anticipated levy amount for this year.  That would leave us about $15,000 in our capital account at the end of the year.” 

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the concept of the capital project list for 2004.  Motion carried.  Jeff Dotseth added that the Township should explore two (2) additional quotes for the hot mix trailer.

Fire Department Report - Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported for the month of April there were 18 calls and for the year there have been 59 calls.  The Fire Department has submitted a grant to ECM for rechargeable flashlights.  They have already received a $1,500 grant from another source.  Mark said that Engine 2 has been having downrigger problems and they are looking at quotes for repair.  He will have the 2005 budget prepared within the week.  The Fire Department held a mock drill with a drinking and driving scenario with Princeton High School.  There were eleven (11) firefighters who helped out with Clean-Up Day.  Mark and Bruce West, the fire chief of Elk River, have been in discussion concerning an automatic aerial response.

Park Committee Report – The Park Committee’s secretary, Sue Hix, had generated a written report from their April 20, 2004 meeting to the Town Board.  Regarding the proposed Town Hall park, the Town Board would prefer to see the plan as it exists now with a “phased” request, with modules and costs divided into logical phases of development.  Jess Hall spoke of a skate park feature.  Jeff Dotseth stated he would be concerned with Township liability.  Regarding the Sandy Lake accesses, Jess Hall had told Sue Hix to go ahead with a survey for the south access through Bogart, Pederson & Associates.

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence reported that the land use plan is ready for commissioner approval.  Jess Hall understood that there is no cluster or PUD after July 1, 2004.  Eleanor Rittenour would like to see a county comprehensive plan finished first.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall attended last months County Planning and Zoning meeting for Gregg Nordwall.  No report pertinent to Baldwin Township.

Approve/Disapprove Forming Incorporation, Merger & Comprehensive Plan Committee Jess Hall suggested not forming an Incorporation, Merger & Comprehensive Plan Committee until after the City of Princeton meetings are completed.  Jeff Dotseth wondered if the Township should hold public meetings to inform the residents of the Township’s intentions.

Jess Hall said that on May 6 at 4:00 p.m. there would be a meeting with the City of Princeton regarding the annexation issue of 240 acres.  Robert Ruppe, Township attorney, informed the Town Board that if an annexation is going to happen, the best thing to do is sign an orderly annexation agreement.  If all three parcels are signed at the same time, a township can negotiate 

· Per lot dollars to developer payable to Baldwin

· A boundary established 

· Only annex properties where they can provide services

· No assessments on Baldwin citizens until hook-up

Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township schedule an open house with the residents regarding annexation, incorporation and merging issues within the next 30 days.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the Township should invite Christine Scotillo from the State boundary adjustment office along with Bob Ruppe and try to schedule for a Saturday so more residents are able to attend.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to schedule with Christine Scotillo and Robert Ruppe a Saturday open house to discuss annexation, incorporation and merging issues.  A friendly amendment was made by Jeff Dotseth to include representatives from township that have successfully incorporated.  Bryan Lawrence did not accept the friendly amendment.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to have the clerk write letters to applicants for the Incorporation, Merger & Comprehensive Plan Committee thanking them for their interview time and that the committee is not being formed at this time.  Also include in the letter for them to pursue participation in upcoming meetings.  Motion carried.

Review Paint Quotes for Town Hall – Two (2) quotes have been received for the painting of the Town Hall.  AM Painting submitted a quote of $5,832.  CR Painting submitted a quote of $3,200.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kiresel to approve the quote from CR Painting if the services from both companies are comparable.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Hiring Cemetery Offender in Lieu of Restitution – The probation officer for the cemetery offender met with Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile.  The offender would like to work off the $5,447 that is due in restitution.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve on a trial balance the offender working off the restitution.  Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall have the discretion to discharge.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

137th Street Blacktop – Jim Oliver maintains that the lot price included the cost of blacktopping 137th Street when he purchased it from Mike Ziegler.  Jess Hall said that the road was never accepted nor maintained by the Township.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to include the roads within Forest Hills when/if a Subordinate Service District is established for that portion of 279th Avenue and 137th Street and to pursue installing a cul-de-sac at the end of 137th Street.  Motion carried.  
Discuss Cell Phone Tower Location – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to continue dialog with Northstar Access on a cell phone tower location.  Motion carried.

Discuss Questions Raised from County Association Meeting Regarding Parks – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to continue having the County collecting the $600 fee per lot.  Motion carried with Eleanor Rittenour and Jess Hall contrary to the motion.  The money is split 75% - 25%, with the County receiving the larger amount.

Review Draft Newsletter – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to add to the newsletter that a hand tree planter is available to borrow from the Township with a deposit of $10.00.  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence contrary to the motion.  

Cemetery – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to increase the cost of the cemetery lots to $400 for residents and $600 for non-residents effective May 3, 2004.  Motion carried.

Determine Donation to Fire Department for Clean-Up Day Help – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to donate $1,000 to the Fire Relief Association for firefighter help on clean-up day.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Authorizing 3 Accounts at Conoco for State Reporting Purposes – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve authorizing 3 accounts at Conoco for state reporting purposes.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Dental Benefit Package – Tabled.

Review Proposed Orderly Annexation Agreement – Bryan Lawrence was not prepared to present an orderly annexation agreement to the City of Princeton until an answer has been received from the city regarding the option of purchasing services.

Gravel on Elk Lake Accesses – Jeff Dotseth questioned if the addition of gravel is the responsibility of the Lake Association.  Jess Hall stated that the DNR rules that the Township is responsible.  Lester Kriesel will look at what is needed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Meeting with City of Princeton – Scheduled for Thursday, May 6, 2004 at 4:00 p.m., Baldwin Town Hall.

Sherburne County Household Hazardous Waste Collection – Scheduled for Saturday, May 22, Becker Public Works Department.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to pay the bills.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 9:57 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Julius Dorweiler,  Sherry Shore, Dennis Shore, T.J. Small, Peter Erlendson, Dean McDevitt, Hank Simon, Andy Schreder, Greta Witzman, June DeLong, Jerome DeLong, James Pagel, Paul Vollkommer, Jerry Heffron, Molly Heffron, Mark Bennett, Eldon Johnson

