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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

August 1, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of August 1, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Sheriffs Report – There was deputy present, but he did not have a physical report for the month of July.  Eleanor Rittenour asked if there were any plans for the sheriff’s department to hold an informational presentation in Baldwin about meth labs.  Rittenour asked if information could be obtained since the Baldwin newsletter will go out September 1.  Discussion was held on the topic of speed carts.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall requested that the item “Tool Box Question” be added under item “c”, New Business.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the agenda with the addition.  Motion carried.

July Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $125,652.32, disbursements of $133,818.98, check numbers 9977 – 10046, leaving a balance of $339,438.54.  The July final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

August Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,437.80, disbursements of $26,111.52, check numbers 10047 – 10113, leaving a balance of $317,967.54.  The August preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

 Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the following:

1. The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of July 7;

2. The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 11; and

3. The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 12.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that no road projects have been started yet.  Terry Carlile said that he had talked to Rick Johnson, West Branch Construction, and was told that Fox Ridge and 125 ½ Street should be done this week.  He further said that 277th Avenue is marked and that signs will be placed at both 277th Avenue and 285th Avenue  Both of these projects are scheduled to start next week.  Kriesel informed the Board that mowing of the ditches was being done, but that the mower is not running as it should.  The seal is leaking and is at Anderson Equipment being fixed.  Kriesel also said that the Township is responsible for 50% of the repair bill under the contract that was signed.  Carlile will be negotiating with Richard Anderson of Anderson Equipment.  In all Carlile has mowed approximately 13 hours, and it appears that the fuel economy is good, and it works great with brush.  The Township is still looking for an extended mower to do about 7 feet with one pass.  Bryan Lawrence suggested looking into a brush hog type mower at Greenway Implement.
The 1997 truck has been painted and looks great.  The DOT certification was done at no charge.  The orange truck has been DOT certified and is at Lester Kriesel’s home.  Terry would like to install lights on the truck at a cost of approximately $1,600 installed.  Boyer Truck installed the lights for $1,000.  
Terry Carlile said that there are 8 people lined up who are interested in snowplowing for the Township.  He said the Baldwin Board now needs to determine what to pay them.  Maybe it is wise to also run an ad.  Jess Dotseth suggested doing a background check on all of them.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to run an ad with the requirement of a minimum Class B license.  Motion carried.

Eleanor Rittenour commented on how much Terry Carlile’s work is appreciated, and how conscientious he is.

Fire Department Report – Baldwin Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported 19 calls for the month of July 2005.  Bennett said he talked with St. Cloud Wireless regarding the cell tower agreement.  Bennett reported that the Fireman’s Dance was well attended, and an open house geared toward children is being planned for October 8.  

Approve/Disapprove Increase in Firefighters Annual Benefit Level – Sean Weldon explained in more detail the firefighters annual benefit level.  Their CPA reviewed and determined that $1,650 would be the maximum benefit level at this time.  After 20 years a firefighter would be 100% vested, and would need to be age 55 when fully retired.  Currently, the benefit level is at $25, which is the state minimum.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the $1650.  Motion carried.

Request for Town Board Comments Regarding Cell Tower Agreement – An e-mail was received from Kristen Carr from Couri, MacArthur & Ruppe, PLLP, concerning the Cell Tower Agreement.  Discussed was held regarding  #2, “Removal of debris/restoration”.  It was determined that removal of all the concrete foundation would be St. Cloud Wireless’ responsibility.  Discussed was #2 of part 2 regarding antennae.  It was determined that if there is any interference with any Township antenna at this site, St. Cloud Wireless will be responsible for installing a Township antenna on their tower.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the contract with the above contingencies.  Motion carried.  

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that a citizen is interested in being on the Park Committee.  The Clerk has mailed him an application.  The Park Committee is a little upset about how far the building is being expanded and where the new driveway will be placed.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that Gary Goskey was turned down by the county planning commission, so he went to the commissioners with his request.  The commissioners did not want to approve without planning and zoning approval.  When he went back to planning and zoning, the chairman of the county planning and zoning committee said that the area was immaculate.  Mark Bennett will be going out to view the area since the county wants his input.  The commissioners will be hearing on August 2, 2005.  Bryan Lawrence will be attending the August meeting.

Discussion Regarding Residents Questions – Nathaniel Grev who lives on the west side of Elk Lake is trying to start a home based business which includes a truck accessory and modification business out of his garage.  He was told to go to Sherburne County and obtain a Conditional Use Permit application.
Award Electrical Quote – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the quote from Reliance Electric for the amount up to $14,330.  Motion carried.

Award Mechanical Quote – A quote from Plumbing & Heating Economizers was $16,240.  After reviewing changes from a 4 to a 6 door, the estimated cost would come in at $2500 higher.   There was discussion regarding what Gateway’s quote included.  It was stressed to ensure the bathroom plan meets regulations for the handicapped.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to approve the bid from Plumbing and Heating Economizers contingent that it doesn’t exceed $18,500.  Motion failed.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table this issue until Tuesday August 2.  Motion carried. 

Review Building & Equipment Costs – Jess Hall reported on encumbered building monies and equipment monies.  It will be reviewed again at the Tuesday, August 2nd Town Board meeting.  There was also discussion on the salt/sand shed.

Discuss Employee Recognition & Appreciation – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to cater an October 1 meeting at the fire department.  Bryan Lawrence will discuss this with Mark Bennett.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Resolution #2005-05, Local Equipment Plan for Sherburne County – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Resolution #2005-05, Local Equipment Plan for Sherburne County.  Motion carried.

Notification to Residents of CR45 Closing – Eleanor Rittenour claimed that the county never notified the residents that County Road 45 would be closed for construction.  Jess Hall said that a sign was placed one week prior to the closing of the road informing the motorists that the road was going to be closed.
Tool Box - Jess Hall said that Callen Watson has a toolbox worth about $2,000 and would consider selling it to the Township for about $600.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to purchase the toolbox for the cost of $600.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall will be gone from the 10th of August until after Labor Day.  He would like someone to oversee the maintenance building expansion on a daily basis.  Hall suggested to the Baldwin Town Board to approve Herb Murphy to act as a consultant with no fee involved except some mileage.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Herb Murphy acting as consultant in Jess Hall’s absence.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Meeting with Sherburne County, Thursday, August 25th, 4:00 pm, Government Center

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Eleanor Rittenour attended the MAT meeting in Grand Rapids.  She is now certified for the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.  

There was discussion regarding the newsletter.

Terry Carlile asked if there were any action regarding the letter to Trent Snyder regarding the lack of a culvert on his 313th Avenue entrance.  Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth were to go out and talk to him.  Lawrence will follow up with Trent Snyder.

Terry Carlile reported that Pat Klein voiced a concern about the landing on Sandy Lake and the lack of parking space at the landing.  He was wondering about the possibility of installing signs.  There was discussion about the need for an ordinance to enforce no parking signs.  This issue is to be run pass the lake association.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the bills, claim numbers 10047 through 10113, totaling $26,111.52.  Motion carried.

Results of Subcommittee on Employee Issues – Tabled. 

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Terry Carlile, Herb Murphy

