PAGE  
4

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
August 14, 2008
Present – Supervisors Jeff Holm, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.  Lester Kriesel was absent.  The City of Princeton Community Development Director Jay Blake represented Princeton.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting of August 14, 2008 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 5:32 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Discussion of the City of Princeton Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Jay Blake presented his background to the board and the residents in attendance.  He said that there will also be a meeting with the town board and planning commission of Princeton Township.  He further stated that the purpose of this meeting is to introduce the Princeton comprehensive plan process to the Baldwin board.  The input from Baldwin will be brought back to the Princeton planning commission; then public hearings will be held.  Princeton’s goal is to recognize the interdependency between Princeton Township, Baldwin Township and the City of Princeton.  Also being discussed since it’s a huge issue is transportation, and the maintaining and planning of roads.  A timeline will be discussed also.
Blake stated that the good news is that positive things are happening in the community.  There are new industrial developments moving to the area.  Other good news is that with the slowdown in the housing market, it allows time to do some planning.  The bad news is the gas prices. Princeton is trying to expand its economic base so not everyone has to commute.  There are 4,500 jobs in the city limits with a population of 4,500.  Another down side is that there is no anchor store.

Since the economic climate has changed, there is time for planning right now.   There are issues around the airport.  The airport committee wants to expand, but the council has no money for it.  Blake stated that Princeton is pushing downtown housing.  A medical office and housing zone has been added.  Commercial has also been added to neighborhoods.  This planning process started in the beginning of 2008, and is scheduled to be completed by December 2008.  So far everything is on track and under budget.  Approximately $21,000 has been spent.  Normally for the size of Princeton the cost would be around $50,000.  
Blake reviewed the Comprehensive Plan handout.
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Land Use Categories:
What Are They?

· Future Guided Growth for Separate Land Uses

· Offer Flexibility for Specific Zoning Districts

· Based on Land Characteristics, Transportation Network, and Other Infra-Structure Factors

· The Community Foundation.

What Are They NOT?

· Changes to the Underlying Zoning District or District Requirements.

Land Use Categories

Three Underlying Categories

· Residential Categories

Agricultural, Rural Residential, Low Density Residential, Traditional Residential, High Density Residential

· Commercial/Industrial Categories

Downtown, Highway Business, Medical/Office, Neighborhood Commercial, Business/Industrial Park, Gateways

· Public/Open Space Categories

Parks, Trails, and Open Space, Conservation, Public Facilities

Growth Boundary
· Designed to Protect Areas from Premature Rural Sprawl
· Establishes Edge of Current and Future Urban Areas

· Growth Boundary Does Not Presume Immediate Urbanization and Extension of Urban Services.

· Differences from 2004 Plan:

Constricts Growth Areas North, South, and West 

Includes Rural Residential Areas East of Rum River
With growth areas that could be urban should be planning for things like transportation.  Blake stressed it is city policy now to react only to the petitions of the landowners.  Princeton is not lobbying for annexations.  
Blake continued by listing the options for the township which are merger, annexation or leaving it as it is.   He suggested having Christine Scotillo come out to talk to Baldwin about merger since this is what’s in the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The critical thing is researching and finding out what is best and complimentary for Baldwin.  
Blake informed the township board that there will be an open house from 5:00 – 7:00 on Monday August 18, 2008 at City Hall to discuss the comprehensive plan.  He stressed to keep lines of communication open, and said he would come out to a Baldwin meeting again if the board wishes.
Adjournment – Vollkommer/Holm unanimous to adjourn at 6:40 p.m.
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