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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
April 2, 2007
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
March 2007 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $20,478.16 and disbursements of $64,507.89, check numbers 11663 -11733, leaving a balance of $102,376.01.  The March 2007 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

April 2007 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,215.93 and disbursements of $20,301.62, check numbers 11734 -11792, leaving a preliminary balance of $84,370.18.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve:
*  The Baldwin Township Board of Audit Meeting minutes of February 27, 2007;
*  The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of March 5, 2007; 

*  The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of March 6, 2007;

*  The Baldwin Township Special Meeting Board of Canvass minutes of March 14, 
    2007; and

*  The Baldwin Township Special Meeting Oath of Office & Reorganization of Town  

    Board minutes of March 22, 2007.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – The topic of the dive team equipment was brought up by Baldwin resident Gene Nitz.  Bryan Lawrence stressed that it is the Sherburne County sheriff who has the dive team and not Baldwin Township.  Lawrence said that the town board went through the process to accept quotes concerning the dive team gear and decided to keep the equipment.  
Quintin Reece questioned what other things the town board will do to hurt the residents of the township.  Paul Vollkommer stated that the board voted to keep donations at $600 this year and down to $0 the following year.  Mr. Reece stated that it passed unanimously by the board and questioned if the board was going to start increasing donations.  Bryan Lawrence stated that it is a decision of the board.  Since the question of the town board’s action concerning donations is not on the agenda, Lawrence said it is not an appropriate topic for discussion for the meeting.
Baldwin resident Lisa Fobbe thanked the board for their leadership.  She congratulated both Lawrence and Oliver on the election.  As a taxpayer, she said, the township needs to move on and take care of business.
Jim Roxbury asked the Baldwin town board if they would work with him on a feasibility study for a fire district for this area.  Roxbury said by working together it would be better training at a lesser cost.  He was encouraged to open dialogue with Baldwin Fire Chief Brian Torborg.
David Johnson who resides at 10116 – 321st Avenue asked if anything had been done about semi-tankers in residential areas.  It was checked on with the county, and there is no ordinance that bans semi-tankers.  The fire marshal was called, but no reply was received. It was suggested visiting with the fire chief, and to call planning and zoning about this issue.

OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Chief Torborg reported there were 9 calls in the month of March.  The fire department hosted a county wide weather spotting class.  Torborg said that if 4 potential firefighters pass the agility and background checks, the department will be at capacity.  The electrical work in the fire station is done.  The county sheriff was called because the lock was cut from the trailer with the dive equipment in it.  Inventory is being taken, and the code for the fire station door is being changed.  Mike Rademacher asked about amending the Relief Association By-Laws.  He said as the department has grown, changes need to be made, and asked if the township attorney could be used to help revise the document since it does involve the township.  Rademacher said they would like to have a professional opinion.  It was suggested the fire department check into the services of the state.  Jim Roxbury said there are consulting firms who specialize in revising by-laws, and also give notification when there are legislative changes.  There are six or seven firefighters working on the process of the ISO test.  A preplan of every business needs to be done.
Approve/Disapprove Purchase Order for New Pagers – Chief Torborg asked to purchase three new pagers at a cost of approximately $1650 for the new firefighters.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve.  Motion carried.

Park Committee Report – Dave Patten reported that bituminous is more cost effective than gravel trails.  He said he didn’t have a study completed, but the metro cities feel that bituminous is more cost effective over the life of a trail.  An estimated cost for the trail would be $323,500, but an approved construction plan is still needed before bids can be obtained.  To have the option to construct the trail in phases, a motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to accept the construction plans for the trail.  This will allow time to get a real cost of the project, but the park committee needs to discuss the topic of maintenance further.  Motion carried.
There was a donation of one dozen wood duck houses from Justin Tasa.  They will be put out in the Young Park.  Jeff Holm said he would like to see a thank you in the newsletter.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the application for a wetland permit.  Motion carried.
A joint meeting between the town board and park committee was scheduled for May 8, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 
Sheriff’s Report – Deputy Starry reported that in February 2007 there were 143 incidents in Baldwin.  In March 2007 there were 160 incidents. 

Approve/Disapprove 80 Acre Young Property Trail Construction Plans – See above.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report –A written report  from Jess Hall had been received:  
“No Baldwin Township issues were on the agenda for the March, 2007, meeting.  An item of interest is that a new subdivision of about 9 lots was recommended for approval to the commissioners that were designed to the new, less stringent buildability standards.  It will be interesting to follow this one to see how it turns out.  I’m sorry that I couldn’t be here this evening, but due to a prior commitment I can’t be present.  I an very interested though, in continuing the appointment that was made for the 2007 year to be Baldwin’s representative to the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning board.”
Comment on Issue of Past Conduct of Town Board Members – Ross Perry was not yet present so the board tabled the issue until he was in attendance.
General Fund Line Item Budget for 2007- A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to add $200 to office supplies & equipment line item general fund budget for 2007.  The final number would be $232,400.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  
Approve/Disapprove Gambling License for Finish Line Café – Laura Peterson was present to represent the Finish Line Café.  The gambling license expires on May 31, 2007.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the gambling license for the Finish Line Café.  To ensure that the donations are distributed evenly, Vollkommer said he would like to know the dollar numbers of the donations.  Motion carried.
Comment on Issue of Past Conduct of Town Board Members – Ross Perry was present and stated that he was curious if the attorney charges were approved by the board or if they were personal in nature and not approved by the board.  Bryan Lawrence responded that the board had decided that any one of the board members could talk to the township attorney.  Prior to that decision it was the town board chair that was the township contact.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he would like clarity on this issue and would like to see it on an agenda.  Paul Vollkommer stated that he believed that the motion was made and passed.  Mr. Perry stated that he thought it used be voted on as a board and he is trying to understand a rumor that is going around that Vollkommer and Jess Hall took an individual to an attorney’s office which led into intimidation and he is wondering if that is an illegal action.  Vollkommer stated that he is not sure Mr. Perry knows what he is talking about and there were a lot of things I the sheriff’s report that is not true or valid.  Mr. Perry questioned Vollkommer if he did or did not participate in that activity.  Mike Rademacher stated that Mr. Perry is referring to an October meeting with the attorney.  Vollkommer did not make the evening town board meeting but met with the attorney during the day along with Jess Hall.  Mr. Perry stated that he is referencing the sheriff’s report regarding where Lester Kriesel did not answer the question about being intimidated.
Comment on Town Board Member Advertisement – Ross Perry stated that he took extreme offense to Paul Vollkommer’s letter to the editor of the Princeton Union Eagle which stated that some voters were misguided and misinformed.  Vollkommer asked Mr. Perry to come to his office and he will show where Mr. Perry is misguided.  Mr. Perry stated that he would like to see Vollkommer’s resignation.  Vollkommer stated that 60% of the residents did not want Bryan Lawrence reelected.  Mr. Perry stated that he is not happy with Mr. Vollkommer.  Vollkommer responded that he is the only one so far.  Mr. Perry stated that calling a fellow board member names is uncalled for.  Mr. Perry stated that he would be glad to discuss the issues with Vollkommer and is willing to meet on Friday, April 6th at the town hall.  Vollkommer stated that he would prefer to meet at his office.  Mr. Perry stated that he would rather meet at the town hall.  Vollkommer stated that he can’t help Mr. Perry then.  
Joint Planning Board Request for Representative – Bryan Lawrence received a written letter to attend the first meeting on May 16th at the Princeton Library at 8:00 a.m.  It will be an introductory meeting.  Dave Patten said a committee has been formed to promote a better life experience in the Princeton area.  The ultimate goal is to form a joint planning board that could solicit funding and apply for grants, and would connect all the park systems in the Princeton School District.  The biggest benefit, according to Patten, is that six townships, 1 city and 3 counties and a school district would be working together.  Funding resources are larger when entities work together.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to send a representative from the Baldwin board.  Lawrence questioned why it would need to be a joint powers board.  Patten said so that the master plans may be approved by the joint planning board.  His concern is that it happens, and gets done.  Funding and construction of the projects would be a totally different issue.  Dotseth called the question.  Upon voice vote all in favor of moving the question.  Bryan Lawrence voted in opposition of the original motion.  Motion carried with the remaining supervisors voting in favor.

A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to have Lester Kriesel represent Baldwin Township on the Joint Planning Board.  Motion carried.

Dotseth said he is not giving permission to spend any tax dollars with this appointee.
Approve/Disapprove County Planning & Zoning Appointee – Paul Vollkommer presented a written memo from Jess Hall which stated:  
“I’m not sure why this is even a topic of discussion, but I heard that it came up during your recent meeting to organize the board.  I did call Bryan and asked him if it was true that he proposed replacing me immediately and if that was going to be his position at the next board meeting.  He assured me that that was what he was intending to do.  I didn’t think there was anything to be gained by talking to him so I terminated the discussion at that point.  There is all kinds of precedence in having a representative of the P. & Z. Board that is not a member of a town board.  The Nordwalls, Lawrence and Greg, held the position of being Baldwin’s rep. for about 30 years without being on the town board; the current rep. from Orrock Township lost her election bid a couple of years ago, continued to rep. Orrock on the P. & Z. Board and then won reelection just this year; the current chairman of the P. & Z. board, John Nordgren of Big Lake township, hasn’t been on their board for the past seven years and John Riebel, the current county commissioner, was a rep. for 10 years without being on the town board.  I would like to think that enough of you board members can think logically and independently that you will vote to continue by representing you at the county level.  It takes a person with experience, knowledge and time to do a good job there.  I know you have to be kept informed about what is going on at that level and I can do that.  When I was appointed for the year 2007, I had no idea that this would even be a mid-year discussion.”
Bryan Lawrence stated that he feels that a board member that is elected should be the representative for the county planning and zoning board.  Lawrence received a call from Quintin Reece on March 25, 2007 about 7:00 p.m. after his call from Jess Hall.  Mr. Reece told Lawrence that he did not want to see Jess Hall replaced and told Lawrence that “there was a new editor in town”.  Lester Kriesel stated that it sounds sort of like a blackmail deal.  Jeff Dotseth stated that after Gregg Nordwall was the representative the board had a lengthy discussion about the representative being a town board member.  Kriesel stated that when Gregg Nordwall, who was planning & zoning representative at the time, could not attend the town board meetings to give reports to the board, Jess Hall wanted a representative who could be present at the board meetings.  Quintin Reece stated that there have been a lot of complaints about the town board and Jess Hall already has been doing the job.  When he said that there is a new editor in town he meant that Luther Dorr never put Baldwin items in the paper.  Terry Carlile stated that he thinks it is ironic that Hall can handle the meeting when he cannot remember meetings that were held about the dive team.  Vollkommer stated that no one on the board has Jess Hall’s experience and feels Hall is the best person to represent Baldwin Township.  Lawrence stated that this job is now under Jim Oliver’s responsibilities.  Jeff Holm stated that if it was the wishes of the board to keep it a board member but, if not, open it up for applications from Baldwin residents.  
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer to table until Jess Hall can be here to speak to the town board.  Lawrence stated that he takes offense being blackmailed for a position.  Vollkommer stated that Lawrence is bringing up terminating Hall when he has a 3-year term and there is no place where it states it has to be a board member.  Jeff Dotseth questioned why it is such a big issue with Vollkommer and Quintin Reece.  Vollkommer stated that Hall has 28 years of experience with planning and zoning.  Quintin Reece stated that it looks like Lawrence is trying to kick down Jess Hall when he is down.  Lawrence questioned why Hall and himself and the rest of the board say it should be a board member.  Quintin Reece responded that the previous person was not reporting to the board.  Motion died for lack of a second.
Dave Patten stated that his observation is that it is the board’s desire then to have an elected official to have continuity and Jess Hall as experience.  Vollkommer stated that there is nothing in the record to indicate that.  Dotseth asked Vollkommer if he was part of the board at that time.  

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jim Oliver to have the planning and zoning representative filled by an elected town board member.  Vollkommer stated that it would start after the year 2008 as he feels the board cannot go retroactive.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he would like Lawrence to withdraw his motion and table any action until the township attorney can be present.  Lawrence withdrew his motion and Oliver withdrew his second to the motion.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Jess Hall serve on the county planning and zoning board through the month of April 2007.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Comments to Sherburne County Soil & Water Regarding       Local Water Management Plan Update and Revision – Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer will look the update and revision over to ensure that Baldwin is fairly represented.  
Request for Review & Comments on Preliminary Plat for Proposed Water  Treatment Plant & Two New Municipals – SEH & Princeton PUC – Bryan Lawrence said he talked to Dave Thompson to get input on how this will affect property owners.  Lawrence was assured that the residents will not be affected.  Lester Kriesel commented that it will be off the railroad bed so that the trail will not be affected.  Jeff Dotseth asked if joint powers could be done, and would like to continue dialogue with the PUC.  Assurance that neighboring property wells will not be impacted must be reinforced.
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Grading 111 ½ Street – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve Princeton Township grading 111 ½ Street at an increased price of $100 per time graded.  This reflects a $25 increase.  Motion carried. 
Approve/Disapprove Fine Collection Conditions Through Sherburne County               Attorney’s Office – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the fine collection conditions through the Sherburne County Attorney’s office.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Township Access to LandShark Land Records System        Through Sherburne County Recorder’s Office – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table for the Tuesday night meeting when input from Jon Bogart can be obtained.  Motion carried. 
Approve/Disapprove Group Disability Insurance – The Clerk will check to see if the disability insurance covers only township activities.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the group disability insurance.  Opposed were Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.  Bryan Lawrence abstained.  The motion failed on a 2 – 2 vote.
Approve/Disapprove Group Life Insurance – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the Tuesday meeting to give time to make a list of what benefits the board members would have.  Motion carried.
Announcements:
· Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, Thursday, April 12, 3:00 p.m.
· City of Princeton Annexation Public Hearing, Thursday, April 26, 7:00 p.m.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – It’s been an ongoing concern about the excessive engineering fees.  Vollkommer will look back at the minutes to see how the $200 is disbursed from the fire chief’s fund.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 11734-11792 totaling $20,301.62.  Check number 11716 in the amount of $50.00 was not approved.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to adjourn at 10:32 p.m.  Motion carried.
 Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Ray McGraw, Dennis Lindberg, Jeff Holm, Ron Hurkman, Lisa Fobbe, Quintin Reece, Julius Dorweiler, Elaine Philippi, David Johnson, Terry Carlile, Jim Roxbury, David Patten, Brian Torborg, Mike Rademacher, Ross Perry, Laura Peterson
