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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

April 14, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting of April 14, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 3:42 p.m.

Tom Miller Update – Mr. Miller called Bryan Lawrence to say that there is still water in his basement.  Miller said that when he was down south his health was good, but since coming back to the house his health is bad again.  The Board had sent a letter to Mr. Miller in December informing him that they had authorized a repair of the drain tile based on West Branch Construction’s quote of $875 and had asked Mr. Miller to sign a release of liability.  There had been no response from Mr. Miller.  Miller stated that the quote of $875 would only cover fixing up the holes, but the lines are plugged and there is no where for the water to go.  

Bryan Lawrence stated that it was the discussion of the Board last fall that the issue was getting the water from one side of the road to the other side and no further.  
Mr. Miller is only interested in getting the water down and out of the area.  There is already damage and mold to his home, and loss of the production of the land.  The water flow, according to Miller, was reversed when new development went in.  He feels that mistakes were made, and he wants the Township to fix the problem.  The water from the pond naturally flows under Miller’s driveway, and a pipe from the west was not included.  Miller felt if the pipe were lowered two feet at a cost of $3,000 that the problem would be taken care of.  Jeff Dotseth asked Miller if the Township were willing to resolve the situation in that way, would Miller sign a waiver of liability.  Miller responded that he would.  Jess Hall stated that Jon Bogart was told that where the pipe is now is the only place where it could be installed.  Dotseth questioned if putting drain tile in the home would take care of the problem.  Miller responded that he did not know.  Dotseth stated that it appears that the major problem is the lack of drain tile and questioned if there was a problem back in 1978 and 1979 when Cantlin Lake had flooded.  Miller replied yes.  Dotseth stated that he feels it is not a new problem as it actually had been there prior to the new development being built.  Miller replied that he can not sell his home now.  

Lawrence questioned if lowering the pipe 2 feet for 500 feet would work.  Miller replied that it needs to stay at “God’s flow” level.  

Tom Miller said that he has incurred up to $15,000 in expenses and wants the Township to pay for those expenses as well as fixing the problem.  Bryan Lawrence said that those bills will not typically be paid for by the Township, and suggested to Miller that he look into his insurance.  If the insurance company wants to go after the Township, then it would be up to them and not Miller.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that if the Township is responsible for the bills then she would be hesitant to incur expenses for pipe.  Dotseth questioned if Miller would be willing to set aside the other bills if the Township lowered the pipe.  Miller replied yes.  Rittenour stated that she would like to know what Miller’s insurance company decides prior to the Township spending money.  Rittenour questioned what would happen if the Township does the pipe and it does not work.  Miller replied that the biggest factor would be in how the pipe is laid.  He doesn’t know why it would not work if it is installed properly.  When lowering the pipe, however, it should not follow the same route.  If moved, it may be possible that the easement that the pipe is on now would have to be moved.  

Mr. Miller will move forward immediately with his insurance company and will provide copies of the bills to the Clerk.  

Review/Approve Letter to State Senator & Representative – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the letter to State Senator Betsy Wergin and Representative Sondra Erickson regarding wastewater treatment.   Eleanor Rittenour suggested amending the last sentence of the second paragraph to read, “The City of Princeton, in our (Baldwin Township) experience, is “our way or the highway”.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to amend the sentence per Rittenour’s suggestion.  Motion carried.    A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send copies of the letter to Milaca, Pease and Princeton Township.  Motion carried.

Review/Approve Proposed Town Hall Site Plan – Jess Hall created a proposed Town Hall site plan.  Fire Chief Mark Bennett is negotiating with the cell phone company.  The benefit to Baldwin is that the fire department can put their antennas on the tower.  Jess Hall reported that the original offer was $500 with the fire department able to co-locate on the tower, but there have been no updates or deals made to be brought back to the Township Board.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that the Town Board needs to give the Park Committee suggestions.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the concept site plan with the understanding that it may be subject to change after the Board meets with the Park Committee.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Lester Kriesel reported that there is a brand new Bobcat F series for a cost of $27,000.  Jeff Dotseth felt that there would be much more use from a skidsteer versus buying a loader.  

Eleanor Rittenour talked to Gary Becker about the Berry Cemetery.  It’s a private cemetery started by the Berry family.  The Berry Association is a non-profit association, and the association is worried about future maintenance.  It was suggested that the association write up a proposal for what they want from Baldwin Township.  

Lester Kriesel felt that the Town Board should rewrite rules for the Baldwin Cemetery to include charges for moving stones.  It was suggested at a cost of $150.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the fee of $150 passed on to the purchaser or the purchaser’s family in the event a stone needs to be moved.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall attended the Urban Short Course and said that it was a good workshop. It was stated that townships must become more aggressive in planning and zoning.  Regarding subdivision ordinances, the city can extend their ordinances 2 miles into a township.  The annexation bill of 1992 was an amendment to another bill and it is possible that it may be overturned.  He had picked up a booklet called “Under Construction” which deals with how to go about doing your own planning.  The Minnesota planning office is willing to talk to town boards and explain the pros, cons and benefits and make recommendations to the townships.  Don Sherper, Livonia Township, wants to know if Baldwin would work on a comprehensive plan with Livonia.  Dotseth stated that he feels that a comprehensive plan should be done by an independent consultant.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to proceed forward and work with Livonia on a comprehensive plan.  The motion died for lack of a second.  There is a meeting scheduled on April 27, 9:00 a.m., Livonia Township, to review the Highway 169 overlay district.   

Lester Kriesel reported that, for safety purposes, about 18 trees have to be taken out on County Road 38 and County Road 19 by the Kermit Young property.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approach the county to cut the trees.  Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour opposed.  Bryan Lawrence in favor since it is a safety issue.  Motion carried.

Jess gave an overview of the gathering held with the Park Board at the Kermit Young property the past Saturday.  There is a lot of little garbage piles that need to be cleaned up.  There was a suggestion of maybe considering moving the garage to the Town Hall property.  There is also a metal shed on the property.

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule a spring road tour.  The motion carried.   After discussion, it was determined that the Town Board could not meet due to schedule restrictions.  A motion to rescind his previous motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour.  The motion carried.  Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel will conduct the tour.  

The Sherburne County Association of Townships Quarterly Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20th, 7:30 p.m., Haven Township.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 5:22 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

