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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
April 3, 2007
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of April 3, 2007 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
Bryan Lawrence introduced Supervisor Jim Oliver to township engineer Jon Bogart.
Open Forum for Citizens - None.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported culverts were frozen resulting in several floods on 277th Avenue and 96th Street.  The water was pumped out.  Culverts need to be installed in the Cantlin Lake area.  If the township installed an 18” culvert it would cost an estimated $3,200, with a quote provided by West Branch Construction.  The township has received permission from a property owner to run water onto their land.  Culverts were never installed at the north end of the Cook Addition so water is building up in the field.  An estimate of $2,300 was given by West Branch Construction for installing an 18” culvert with aprons and furnish and install 100 yards of class 5.  West Branch Construction also provided an estimate of $1,500 for furnishing and installing a 30’ x 15” culvert with aprons along with furnishing and installing 5 yards of class 5 and topsoil for 279th Avenue in the Lake Diann area.  An estimate provided by West Branch Construction for regraveling 284th Avenue was at $3,200.  All four (4) projects add up to $10,000.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he is not ready to say yes to all of the above projects and would like to wait until after the spring road tour.  Kriesel stated that the township should pursue the project on Cantlin Lake as soon as possible.  Jon Bogart stated that the DNR were okay with the project.  Kriesel stated that the County Road 19 project will be started in 2008.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to proceed with the Cantlin Lake culvert project and table any further action on the other three projects.  Dotseth further stated that maybe the homeowner can apply for a permit for the second driveway on 279th Avenue and have the property owner install a driveway.  Bryan Lawrence asked if it would benefit the township to purchase some type of pump.  Kriesel said he didn’t talk to Spencer Brook Township to see if they would pay for half the cost of the fire department pumping water on 96th Street and 277th Avenue 

Lawrence said he would like a list of areas from Carlile and Kriesel that they feel need to be addressed prior to taking a road tour.  Dotseth withdrew his motion and to table any further action until after the road tour.  Kriesel thought it best to go forward with Cantlin Lake.  

Another motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to go forward with Cantlin Lake.  Motion carried.

The date for the road tour will be April 25, 2007 at 4:00 p.m.  Kriesel felt it would be valuable to have the tour on camera.  

Carlile said the cutting edge on the loader needs to be replaced.  A quote from Kris Engineering is $715.42; a quote from Anderson Equipment is $574.14 and the township may not have to pay shipping.  Shipping is another $45 which included all three blades, and the nuts and bolts.  It was determined the loader would be used quite a bit at the park this summer.
Carlile said he has another request for parts washer/degreaser for about $300.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to purchase a 50-gallon parts washer.  Discussion:  Most of the major work that would include washing parts is sent out.  If there is an investment in a parts washer, it needs to be ensured that it would be utilized.  Carlile said there still are not enough tools to make larger repairs.  In favor of purchasing a parts washer were Kriesel and Oliver.  Opposed were Vollkommer, Dotseth and Lawrence.  Motion failed.  Lawrence said the board will revisit what is on the budget for tool investment, and commended Carlile for coming and asking the board no matter what the cost.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to purchase a blade for the loader from Anderson Equipment.  Motion carried.

Carlile stated that he had received a quote for sealing the shop floor with epoxy sealer as the township is now utilizing the shop for the Annual Meeting and voting.  A non-skid rough surface for the old shop would cost $11,600.  The large shop would cost $23,900.  The epoxy is $70 per gallon and requires 3 coats.  It could be sealed by township employees.  No further action taken by the board.
Carlile said he has noticed semis parking on gravel roads in the cul-de-sacs.  There are very few load limit signs, and he would like to see roads posted.  Carlile asked if it would be possible to utilize Bogart’s office for reclassification of the roads since it’s been four years.  Carlile said he is concerned with the collector roads.  Lawrence said this will be addressed, and a comment made after the road tour.
To be put on the agenda for May is the item of adopting a speed limit for the Elk Lake Estates area.
Carlile said he would like to see an ordinance for signs in the road right-of-way.  When they are out shouldering and patching, they see a lot of the signs bent and twisted.  They will be replacing them this summer.
The Association of Townships attorney needs to be contacted to find out if it’s all right to use a non-certified welder.  If it’s all right with the Association, it will be all right to use Bill Feddema to do welding.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to utilize and compensate the hockey team for Baldwin Clean-Up Day.  Motion carried.
Easement Cost Issues (Survey, Deed & Filing) – Willard Hangartner was not present.  

Road/Drainage Issues, Elk Lake Estates – Tristin Hicks was not present.  Water is coming off three sides of the hills onto his property.  Jon Bogart said the problem is that they are working with the Blesi’s to solve the whole drainage issue, but there is a dispute between the Blesi’s and Mr. Hicks.  Kriesel said even if a culvert had been installed, it would not have helped.  Bogart said they would need to have done some type of elevation and culvert.  Best thing to do is ditch along the north side of the road which would be on Blesi’s land, then place a culvert under the road.  Lawrence said it sounds like a private issue since the water is in the backyard.
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the clerk send a letter to Tristin Hicks regarding the discussion.  Dotseth has a concern about how the letter would be phrased.  Oliver said the Hick’s would’ve showed up at the meeting if he was interested.  Vollkommer withdrew his motion.  Kriesel was all right with the withdrawal of the motion.   
Approve/Disapprove Township Access to LandShark Land Records System        Through Sherburne County Recorder’s Office – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the township access to LandShark Land Records System through the Sherburne County Recorder’s Office with no cost to the township.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Resolution #07-02, Resolution Amending Town Compensation and Payroll Policy – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Resolution #07-02, Resolution amending the town compensation and payroll policy.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Group Disability Insurance – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to table until May any approval or disapproval on a group disability insurance.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Group Life Insurance – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to table until May any approval or disapproval of a group life insurance.  Motion carried.
It was requested that the Clerk add to the May Monday agenda on how the board should address communication with the attorney.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the township attorney attend only on an as needed basis.  Motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution of Support for Alternative 1B or Alternative 3B Regarding TH 169 Design – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to support the resolution for alternative 3B.  In opposition is Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth since they support 1B.  Motion carried.
Presentation of Credentials – Jeff Dotseth stated that he had a question about the dive team and the pricing of cost of maintenance.  Jeremy Evans had given his opinion on what it would cost.  Dotseth presented the credentials of Jeremy Evans to the board.  Paul Vollkommer stated that other counties had told him it would cost $1,000-$2,000 a year to maintain.  Jim Oliver stated that they are basing their opinions on having their equipment maintained by outside vendors and Jeremy Evans will be maintaining this equipment.  Vollkommer stated that the township paid for Jeremy Evans certifications.
Lawrence responded that he would like to see the paperwork.  Dotseth stated that he understands that Vollkommer has a bunch of information at his home that may impact the township but Dotseth has never seen.  Vollkommer stated that he has requested, for over a year, that Dotseth come over to his home.  Dotseth stated that if there is information that the board is not aware of please bring to the board.  Elaine Philippi questioned if the taxpayers got paid back for the equipment from Becker.  Lawrence stated that he has talked to the Fire Chief of Becker and it is still being pursued.  
Approve Town Board Member/Clerk to Attend Court Proceedings Tuesday, April 10, 2007 9:00 a.m., Sherburne County Government Center – The Clerk will attend.
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Road Snowplowing Services – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve snowplowing services by Princeton Township.  Motion carried.
Discuss Roberts Rules of Order Training Courses – Jim Oliver said that the MAT web site recommended not using Roberts Rules of Order.  He said he would like to see a written policy regarding meeting rules so that meetings can go faster and more efficiently.  This will be discussed further in length.
Discuss Employee List & Compensation Rates (Tabled at March 22, 2007 Town Board Meeting) – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the employee list and compensation rates.  Motion carried.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Tree Service Home Business in an Accessory Building – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Jesse Ewert’s tree service home business with the following comment:: Approval of C.U.P., whichever C.U.P. the builders feels they fit better under.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to send a written letter to the county about Baldwin’s stance on Conditional Use Permits.  Motion carried.
PLATS:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MN Spring Maintenance Training Expo, April 10-11, St. Cloud Civic Center
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Disbursements, Check Numbers 11716, 11779, 11793-11796, Totaling $3,049.31 – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve check number 11716, 11779, 11793 through 11796 totaling $3,049.31.  Motion carried.
Tristin Hicks arrived at 9:29 p.m.  He would like to reschedule the road/drainage issues at Elk Lake Estates for next month.  Lawrence told him the township board had discussed the issue, and what was concluded is that the majority of the water is coming from the hills and not the roadway.  Bogart said they will take another look at it, and then get back to the board.    

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to adjourn at 9:42 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jeff Holm, Dennis Lindberg, Terry Carlile, Tristin Hicks, Jon Bogart, Elaine Philippi, Jesse Ewert
