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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

February 2, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The February regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour would like to add, under “New Business” item “g”: Newsletter.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the agenda with the addition.  Motion carried.

January Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $29,580.06, disbursements of $47,036.59, check numbers 8578 – 8654, leaving a balance of $268,372.20.  The final January Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

February Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,764.65, disbursements of $15,7554.21, check numbers 8655 – 8693, leaving a balance of $257,584.34.  The preliminary February Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding receipts from Princeton Township and the Princeton VFW.  The Clerk responded that both had purchased tax forms from the Township.  There also was a question regarding the disbursement to the County for proposed tax notices.  

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

a) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of January 5, 2004.

b) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of January 6, 2004.

The motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Ken Fiereck, Clear Lake, was present to introduce himself as a candidate for Connexus Director.  

Richard Lemke questioned why Bob Essig was snowplowing with only 1 – 1 ½ inches of snow.  He commented that Mr. Essig had also only plowed the main roads.  Mr. Lemke also questioned why there was no name on his Essig’s truck and why he was not DOT certified.  Terry Carlile and Lester Kriesel will check into it and make sure that everything is in compliance.  Eleanor Rittenour thought it a good idea to include coverage of this matter in future contracts.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report - Terry Carlile presented, as requested, the road project timeline report. 

          136th Street –The north portion will be completed in the spring at a cost of $16,600.00.

           96th Street –Terry will call Bob Brom, Spencer Brook Township, to obtain authorization to add a culvert required by the DNR, cost to be determined.  Bauerly Bros. was the successful bidder on blacktopping at the cost of $3,395.00.  Spencer Brook will pay one-half of the cost.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the needed improvements to 96th Street.  Motion carried.  A friendly amendment was made by Jeff Dotseth to obtain, in writing from Spencer Brook, noting the increase in their costs.


116th Street – To be reconstructed in the spring.  Road to be left in gravel all summer with blacktopping to be completed in the fall.  Bauerly Bros. was the successful bidder on blacktopping at a cost of $10,335.00.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the reconstruction of 116th Street.  Motion carried.


285th Avenue – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table reconstruction and blacktopping discussions until the April meeting.  Motion carried.


Birch Acres – Additional information is needed concerning drainage issues.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to table discussion on Birch Acres until the April meeting.  Motion carried.


Pleasant Acres – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table discussion on Pleasant Acres until the March meeting.  Motion carried.


Ridgewood Bay Road– Authorization to blacktop in the spring with discussions to continue at the April meeting.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to not schedule any roadwork for 2004 and schedule it for 2005/2006.  Eleanor Rittenour asked ‘why so specific a timeline?’  Bryan Lawrence responded that the reason why the Town Board gets attacked at the Annual Meeting is by taking on projects when not anticipated.  Jess Hall stated that he is opposed to the motion because the residents put up with terrible road.  An amended motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to not have blacktopping for the Ridgewood Bay road be a priority in 2004.  Jess Hall, Eleanor Rittenour and Lester Kriesel are contrary to the motion.  Motion fails.  The Clerk is to check previous minutes and agreements with the developer putting in new lots on the road leading into Ridgewood Bay.  Terry Carlile stated that the estimated cost of removing trees would be added to the April Town Board agenda.


125th Street – Jon Bogart is checking with MnDot on drainage issues.  

Fire Department Report – Mark Bennett informed the Town Board that three (3) new people had been hired making a total of 31 firefighters.  Jim Pagel will be returning to the department on March 1st.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if any information or an application had been received from the ECM Publisher’s Grant.  Mark replied he had not seen anything to date. Craig Hilburn asked if there was anything that could be done with the intersection of County Road 9 and County Road 45 to make it safe.  Mark Bennett responded by saying that because it is a County road, the Township has no jurisdiction.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to send a written request to the County considering a 4-way stop, flashing lights or speed bumps at the above intersection.  Motion carried.

Park Committee Report –Kim Good gave the following report:

          Sandy Lake – Jon Bogart is checking into the old survey of the north public access done   

          by Polaris Land  Surveying.  The Clerk informed the Town Board that the old survey had  

          been found and has been faxed to Jon  Bogart’s office.  Jess Hall questioned if the 

          committee had checked the legal aspects for use of the accesses as the dedication of 

          and use of may be restricted and may not be able to eliminate swimming and boat 

          launching for both accesses.  Kim Good stated that the DNR had informed the 

          committee that separation of accesses can be done.  The committee has been working   

          with the Sandy Lake Association, has found out grants can be obtained and that legal 

          opinions that the Township had obtained in the past state that the Township owns the 

          accesses.  She will obtain, in writing, the uses allowed.  

Cantlin Lake –The landowner is requesting a survey at a cost of approximately $700.00 for his property on the north side of Cantlin Lake.

Town Hall Park – An estimated cost of approximately $35,000.00 for a 24’ x 24’ building and connectors was discussed for a Town Hall park.  An approximate price of $14,000.00 is estimated for concrete work if volunteers are used.  Park dedication fees can be used.  However, park dedication fees cannot be used for improvements.  

The committee is working on a cost plan for submission to the County.

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy presented reported that there were 113 calls in the month of January.

Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee Update –The committee is developing a Power Point presentation for the Annual meeting.  The next scheduled meeting is February 10th.  A summary will be generated for the Town Board’s review  prior to the Annual Meeting.

Capital Committee Report – Craig Hilburn presented estimates on a 7-year capital plan.  Bryan Lawrence questioned why the year 2003 starting timeline.  Ken Kline stated that capital funds from 2003 might be used.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the budget needs to mesh with the current year.  Jess Hall commented that the 2003 items may be completed out of the existing budget and the 2004 items should be shifted one year out.  Craig Hilburn stated that he feels that the Capital Committee should be an ongoing committee.

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence said that 25 people attended the Sherburne County open house held at the Livonia Town Hall.  The Clerk was instructed, at the January 22, 2004 meeting, to send a letter to the county stating Baldwin Town Board’s opposition to the proposed City of Princeton urban expansion zone.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that John Norgren is the new chairman of the County Planning & Zoning Commission.  Jess Hall reported that new houses are going to be built in close proximity of the Gun Club in Livonia Township.

Incorporation Pros & Cons – Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour talked to the City of Princeton on January 30, 2004 discussing merging and annexation.  Eleanor Rittenour commented that it is not an easy decision since Baldwin Township has a variety of assets including land, lakes, the fire department, equipment, buildings, etc.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to set up a committee to discuss and research incorporation, comprehensive plan and merging.  Motion carried.

Oak Wilt Dollars for 2004 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to allocate $500.00 to help fund the County forester’s intern for the oak wilt program.  Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence contrary to the motion.  Motion carried.  

Discuss Continuation of Oak Wilt Program – Jeff Dotseth commented on the importance of continuing the oak wilt program in Baldwin Township.

New Computer Information – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to purchase a Dell computer for the Township office with add-ons of a 7-in-1 reader and a second 40 GB hard drive.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Approve 2-Year Charitable Gambling License Renewal for Ridgewood Bay Location – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve a 2-year (May 1, 2003 through April 30, 2006) charitable gambling license renewal for the Elk Lake Easy Riders at their Ridgewood Bay location.  Motion carried.

Appoint Election Judges for March Township Election – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to appoint the following election judges for the March Township election:  Lester Kriesel, Head Election Judge, Llona Jorgenson, Tina Gunn and Sharon Hovorka.  Motion carried.

Discuss Clean-Up Days Fees – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve Clean-Up Days fees for 2004.  Motion carried.  The Township will offer four (4) free tires and one (1) free appliance or one (1) free piece of furniture.

Discuss Implementing ATV/Snowmobile Ordinance – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to keep the ATV/snowmobile ordinance as is.  Motion carried.

Schedule Board of Audit Meeting – The Board of Audit meeting will be Thursday February 26, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.

Approve/Disapprove County Board of Appeal & Equalization Date of Thursday April 15th, 3:00 p.m. – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the County Board of Appeal & Equalization date of Thursday April 15, 2004 at 3:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Newsletter – Eleanor Rittenour stated that she is anticipating another newsletter being sent out the first part of March and welcomes any ideas and suggestions to be included.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Northstar Commuter Rail All-Aboard Elk River Rally – Scheduled for Thursday, February 05, Elk River High School, 6:30 p.m.

Intergovernmental Cooperation Workshop – Scheduled for Tuesday, February 10th, Little Falls.

Northstar Commuter Rail Rally – Scheduled for Thursday, February 20th, State Capitol.

Caucus Day – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to move the plat and conditional use permit March Town Board meeting originally scheduled for Tuesday, March 2nd to Monday, March 1st due to Caucus Day.  Motion carried

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Rod Thompson is being asked to the February 26th meeting to respond to questions about the costs of animal impounding.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to pay the bills starting with check number 8655 to 8693 totaling $$15,7554.21.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:35 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Richard Lemke, Ken Fiereck, Nancy Fiereck, Mark Bennett, Craig Hilburn, Kim Good, Sherry Shore, Dennis Shore, Sean Weldon, Frank Matz, Ken Kline, Ray McGraw, Paul Vollkommer, Terry Carlile

