PAGE  
6

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
October 3, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of October 3, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – Everyone present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour requested that “Update on Flagpole” be placed under the Road Report.  Rittenour requested that “Jensen Schoolhouse” be placed under “h” of Old Business.  Rittenour requested that under “i” of Old Business “The Agreement with Baldwin and Sherburne County Zoning Approval” be placed.  Jess Hall requested that “Approve Septic Quote” and “Approve Well Quote” be placed under New Business.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

September Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $332,417.54 disbursements of $66,356.83, check numbers 10135 – 10206, leaving a balance of $558,077.98.  The September final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

October Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,048.35 disbursements of $109,721.55, check numbers 10207 – 10266, leaving a balance of $450,753.83.   
Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy presented July and August incident reports.  Bryan Lawrence asked if a fireworks ordinance would have any validity, with the Deputy responding that he couldn’t see where it would be worth the Township’s time or effort.  The Deputy said that the state statute covers it pretty well.  Eleanor Rittenour said that the noise of the fireworks was scaring her neighbor’s dogs and horses.  The Deputy said that he would have to know what types of fireworks were being used, explaining that exploding fireworks are unlawful.  Jess Hall requested stricter enforcement of speeding on East Elk Lake Road based on a citizen call he had received.  He indicated that 40 mph is considered too fast even though that is the speed that is posted.  Hall also said that the traffic is going faster than 55 mph on County Road 45.   Lawrence said that Livonia Township had petitioned Baldwin to reduce the speed limit on 277th Avenue, but the residents wanted the speed limit to be raised back to the former speed.  The Deputy said he wanted the Town Board to be aware that there have been some complaints regarding the park and ride on 125th Street across from Anderson Equipment.  Lester Kriesel also mentioned that the road behind the frontage road is looking like a racetrack.  The Deputy said he would monitor the situation.  There was discussion regarding the park and ride being under the jurisdiction of MNDoT.

Approval of Consent Agenda - Lester Kriesel asked that the September 13, 2005 minutes be pulled from the consent agenda.   A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the following from the consent agenda:

1. Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of September 12, 2005; and

2. Baldwin Township special meeting minutes of September 20, 2005.

Motion carried.

In the September 13, 2005 minutes of Baldwin Township regular meeting it was requested that under “Old Business” on “Discuss/Approve Next Steps for Culvert Issue on 313th Avenue” the sentence saying, “There was not a problem there before the Township placed the culvert to the west” be changed to “According to Bryan Lawrence’s visit with Trent Snyder there was not a problem there before the Township placed the culvert to the east.”  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve as amended.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Douglas Wark who lives on 277th Avenue asked how long it would be until the road is paved.  Bryan Lawrence explained that all the dirt work is done; Bauerly’s has the go-ahead and will begin work as soon as their equipment is in place.  Lester Kriesel added that West Branch Construction has to dig the swamp out yet, but that the road was graded and is now fairly smooth.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel said that he has not received a quote from the electrician concerning the flagpole lights.  Blacktop will be put on 277th Avenues soon as the swamp is dug out.  Culverts need to be installed on 96th Street.  A 48-inch culvert will be put in where the creek runs through with installation done by West Branch Construction.  Kriesel said that Spencer Brook Township would be cost sharing with Baldwin on the project.   The blacktop patch on 96th Street will be done at the same time as 277th Avenue is being completed.  

Terry Carlile asked for Town Board feedback regarding a road maintenance form he had developed.  Jeff Dotseth had a question regarding item 1 listed as “remove head walls”.  Dotseth thought this could be taken out and make a new item 9 that states “Other _________”.  Bryan Lawrence suggested including the name of the contractor at the top under project name.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the form with the adjustment since it is a working document.  Jess Hall asked why this would need Town Board approval?  The Clerk responded by saying there is a space for a Town Board official’s signature.  Jess Hall is opposed to the motion.  Motion carried.

Discussion was prompted by Eleanor Rittenour regarding the headwalls and release of liability as headwall letters had been sent out by the Township.  She feels that the property owners who have headwalls should come in to the Town Hall and sign a release of liability.  Asking that the property owners sign a waiver would alleviate all responsibility from the Township.

Terry Carlile said there are complaints from a resident about 125 ½ Street behind Marv’s True Value.  He said the gravel road is being used as a racetrack and the road has shifted onto a business’ property.  It was suggested that the corner be reshaped and a yield sign installed.  Carlile asked West Branch Construction to square off the corner.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the work as long as it does not exceed $1,000.00.  Motion carried.

Terry Carlile asked if the diesel fuel tank placement should be indoors or outdoors.  There was discussion regarding the requirements for the tanks with the MPCA.  Since all vehicles including fire, and road and bridge will be utilizing the tank for fuel, a motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to keep the tank outside.  A vault will be purchased from Crest at a cost of approximately $1,000.00.  Motion carried.

Terry Carlile said he talked to Foley Lumber about the salt/sand shed.  He said he would try to put in all poles first prior to Bauerly’s coming out and blacktopping.  There was discussion about whether the poles should be placed before or after blacktopping.

Terry Carlile said he is still unsure where to obtain salt/sand.  It is unavailable from Sherburne County, and he thought approximately 225 ton of salt/sand would be needed.  Carlile said he would check in to buying direct from U.S. Salt.

Terry Carlile reported that the new cell phones have arrived.

Terry Carlile said the drainage issue on the road near the Blesi property would cost $1,150.00 for a 15-inch culvert that is 38 feet long with aprons with the work being done by Essig Construction.  West Branch Construction recommended including catch basins at a cost of under $3,000.00.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the culvert from Essig Construction at a cost of $1,150.00.  Motion carried.

Terry Carlile reported that the permit for work to be performed on 285tth Avenue has not yet been received from the County.  The contractor, West Branch Construction, was told by Sherburne County to go ahead with the work.  
Jess Hall reported that he had met with Dave Schwarting of Bogart, Pederson & Associates regarding the plans for 142nd Street.  Mr. Schwarting will be present with the plans at the October 4, 2005 Town Board meeting and will be discussed at that time.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve and install a higher flagpole to accommodate both the American and the POW/MIA flags, and then purchase a second flagpole for the Minnesota state flag to be installed and lighted before Christmas.  Motion carried.  Mark Bennett said a 40-foot flagpole was donated to the fire department.  It needs to be sandblasted and power coated so it will never need painting.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that the department’s open house will be on October 15th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  He listed activities that are being planned.  He thanked the Baldwin Town Board for the appreciation dinner.  There will be a house burn on the Young property on October 22.  Kriesel was going to ask the county Sentence to Serve to haul away the debris and brick.  Dotseth suggested installing plastic fencing around the basement after the burn.  Bennett reported that there will be two articles in the local newspapers featuring the dive team.  There were 12 calls in the month of September.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that all concrete and outbuildings have been torn down on the Young property.  The Sentence to Serve people has trimmed the trees in the center of the property.  The Township received $80.40 in monies collected for scrap iron.  Kriesel said the county will come back and tear out all the fences and haul out the concrete.  

Dave Patten said he mowed a portion of the Township property where the equipment will go, and the resident to the east complained that he was 20 feet onto his property.  Discussion was held regarding determining property lines.  Kriesel stated that he will talk to West Branch Construction as they use a GPS system when they had graded the property.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he appreciates Dave’s efforts.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that the developer of Belmont Ridge, Sheldon Pool, was in for final approval.  Hall said the resident to the north of the property is still disputing the property line, and saying it’s off by 30 feet.  At the south end of the property is an existing home.  The county told him it was a nonconforming home.  The developer needs to make a decision on what to do with the home, and has signed a 60-day waiver.  The plat is still in limbo.

Accept 279th Avenue Subordinate Service District Petition and Schedule – The Clerk reported that the petition submitted was verified with over 66% of the property owners signing.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the petition received to establish a Subordinate Service District and schedule a public hearing scheduled for November 15 at 8:30 p.m. Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Sale of Tax Forfeited Land – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table approving the sale of the tax forfeited land.  Jess Hall withdrew his motion.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve taking the tax-forfeited land off the tax list of properties for sale to the public.  Motion carried.

Address Signs – Ross Perry was present asking why the Township is the only Township in the county that does not have address signs.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to propose installation of address signs at the next Annual Meeting.  The motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to approve installation of address signs with approximately 2,000 signs needed.  The sheriff has been to at least three meetings saying that their department would like to see the signs installed.  The motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to table the issue of address signs.  Motion carried.

Jensen Schoolhouse - Eleanor Rittenour said that she is not ready to throw in the towel regarding the schoolhouse.  She said that the Park Committee no longer supports the idea of moving the schoolhouse.  Where is the driving force with this issue other than with her?  It was asked if Jess Hall could revisit this with Kermit Young.  Rittenour feels it would be ideal to have the old school house on the Young land or least agree to let the schoolhouse sit on the land until a more permanent site could be found.  Mr. Jensen told Rittenour he wanted the building gone.  Rittenour said the structure is in good shape and would cost approximately $20,000 to move it.  She said he would like this resolved within 6 months.  Jeff Dotseth said he would work with Rittenour.  Hall stated that he will discuss the issue with Kermit Young again.  
The Agreement with Baldwin and Sherburne County Zoning Approval – Eleanor Rittenour stated that she would like clarification on the agreement.  Hall stated that now the County and the Township have to approve final plats.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to send a copy of the agreement to Bob Ruppe, Township attorney, for his opinion and interpretation.  Motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Requesting Princeton Township to Plow 104 & 111 ½ Streets A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the requesting Princeton Township to plow 104th and 111 ½ Streets.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Health Insurance Renewal – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the approval/disapproval of health insurance renewal.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Septic & Well Quotes – Jess Hall said originally a quote was received from Steve Weissenfluh Excavating, but thought two quotes were warranted since this involved taxpayer’s money.  Reynolds Sewer Service drew up a septic design and submitted a quote.  Weissenfluh’s quote was $7,400, and Reynold’s quote was $5,595.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the quote from Reynold’s Sewer Service.  Motion carried.

A quote from Prautt Well Drilling of $3,869.50 was received.  A quote from Bill’s Well Drilling was $4,000.00.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Prautt Well Drilling’s quote.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Firewise Workshop is Thursday, October 13th, 3:00 pm or 7:00 pm at the Livonia Town Hall.

The Annexation Workshop is Tuesday, October 25th, 5:30 p.m. in St. Cloud.

Volunteers are needed for the Initiative Foundation Comprehensive Planning Workshop on October 11th and October 25th starting at 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

The Sherburne County Water Quality Meeting is on Tuesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. at Becker Township Hall

The fire department’s open house is on October 15th.
The fire department will have a house burn October 22nd.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 10207 – 10266, totaling $109,721.55.  Motion carried.

Adjournment- A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:42 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Don Luebesmier, Steve Weissenfluh, Herb Murphy, Kate Palmborg, Jim Palmborg, Dave Patten, Ross Perry
