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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

February 7, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour. 

Call to Order – The February 7, 2005 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Jess Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – The Clerk asked to have ‘Approval of January 20t, 2005 Town Board Meeting Minutes’ deleted from the consent agenda.  Jess Hall asked that item “i” – Memo to the City of Princeton be added to New Business.  Jess Hall asked that item “j” – Salaries to Part Time Employees be added to New Business.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions and corrections.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – Eleanor Rittenour asked about the entry for Lorman Education and was told it was for Bryan Lawrence’s planning and zoning seminar.


January Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasure reported receipts of $47,726.99, disbursements of $76,260.47, check numbers 9478 – 9547, leaving a balance of $371,259.64.  The January final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

February Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $8,530.65, disbursements of $64,197.46, check numbers 9548 – 9627, leaving a balance of $316,062.04.  

Sheriff’s Report – Deputy Don Starry reported that there were 140 incidents reported in the month of January.  The department is in the process of putting together their own drug task force to deal with meth labs.  There have been no reports of snowmobiles running into headwalls.  Jess Hall said that the Township has sent letters to notify residents about headwalls since they are against state law.  

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve:

1. The Town Board Meeting Minutes of December 28, 2004;

2. The Town Board Meeting Minutes of January 3, 2005; and

3. The Town Board Meeting Minutes of January 4, 2005.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens (comments and simple questions) – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that everything is going all right except for two complaints.  One was on 278th Avenue, and they met with the property owner.
Discuss Purchase of Case 621 – See ‘Discuss Loader’.

Discuss Loader – Dave Carothers of Ziegler, Inc. presented information on wheel loaders.  The options presented were:

·  A used 1990 Cat 950E Loader

Serial Number 22704574

Approximate hours 5706

City of Rosemount trade in w/ Craig Plow and Wing

Serviced and Repaired





$65,000.00

Excellent machine, but not available until June.  

·  Used 2002 Cat IT28G Loader

Approximate hours 1100

Craig/Falls/Plow and Wing

Warranty – 11/25/2007

Full Machine







$114,000.00

Financing at 5.2%

·  New Cat 938GII Wheel Loader

AM/FM Radio

Ride Control

Air Conditioner

Air Ride Seat

Sun Screen Rear

Cab with Sliding Windows

Limited Slip. Front

Limited Slip, Rear

Whelan Strobe Light – Amber

Converter, 24-12 volt, 25 amps

Hydraulics, 2 Valve, Single Lever

FNR Switch on Lift Lever

Bucket, General Purpose, 3.65 cu. Yd.  Heaped with bolt-on edge

Cat quick coupler for bucket

Falls LDL 10 Snow Wing w/ Hyd. Push bar w/ Falls PR1243 rev. Plow

Electric over Hyd. Joystick Controls

Trip Edge for Wing

Fender Extensions

Standard Warranty 1 Year/1500 hour full warranty

4-year/4,000 hour Powertrain Warranty

Michelin Xsno Plus Tires in Lieu of Standard Tire

Delivery






$157,873.00








Tax
     10,261.75








Total
$168,134.75

On February 28, 2005 the state contract expires.  The new state contract becomes in effect the first of April.  Jess Hall thanked Mr. Carothers for attending the meeting and indicated that the Township does not know where they are on a decision at this time.

Fire Department Report – Department representative Steve Lunderborg reported to the Baldwin Town Board that there were 12 calls in the month of January.  It was reported that right now the ISO rating for Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue is at an 8; the City of Princeton carries an ISO rating at 5 or 5A.  Jess Hall asked if it were true that ISO ratings will be discontinued. Nothing concrete had been heard.  There are several practice burns scheduled.  Lester Kriesel will call Dave Gruhlke to find out from Myron Angsman about his intention with the old Smither home as a possible practice burn.  Rapid intervention team training will be held in March, which is required for mutual service agreements.  Jess Hall approached Jerry Smith regarding donating a grass rig.  According to Hall, Smith has talked to several developers but so far has not been able to get any additional donations.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel said that there was nothing to report.  He said that only one committee member showed up at the meeting in January.  There is no information from the Park Committee for the levy request.  

Approve/Disapprove Letter to County Commissioners Regarding Park Fees –       

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to submit a letter to the County Commissioner regarding park fees.  Motion carried.  According to Bryan Lawrence the Township has not been denied any funds that the Township has requested, and that the ordinance is written so that 75% of fees collected be spent back in the area that the fees were collected in.  It is not the Townships money.  

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Gregg Nordwall attended the January meeting.  He called Jess Hall to let him know that he will be resigning as Baldwin representative as he will be opening up the 2nd phase of Nordwall Estates.

Nominate/Appoint Planning & Zoning Representative to Complete Current Term (Expires December 31, 2005) – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to nominate Jess Hall.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to nominate Scott Sushen.  Bryan Lawrence said that he was interested in continuing being a substitute.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to nominate Herb Murphy.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to close nominations.  Nominations were closed.  

Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth were in favor of Jess Hall.

Eleanor Rittenour was in favor of Scott Sushen.  None in favor of Herb Murphy.

Jess Hall was nominated to complete the current term as a representative on the Planning and Zoning Committee.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to nominate Bryan Lawrence as a backup representative.   A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to nominate Scott Sushen as a backup representative.

All in favor of Bryan Lawrence except for Eleanor Rittenour.  Eleanor Rittenour was in favor of Scott Sushen.

Bryan Lawrence was nominated as the backup representative to the Planning and Zoning Committee.

Air Conditioning Update – A bid from Four Season Comfort located in Cambridge was obtained by Jeff Dotseth.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have air conditioning installed by Four Season Comfort at a price of $3,700 (two units).  Motion carried.

Discuss Comprehensive Plan – Eleanor Rittenour said that Baldwin needs to start developing a comprehensive plan.  She suggested that information should be gathered and a committee formed to put some of the requirements needed together.  Even though the County’s comprehensive plan could be used, Baldwin should have something customized to Baldwin’s needs.  In the interest of time, Jess Hall suggested that the County’s plan be adopted then revise as needed.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Clerk provide the Town Board with a current County comprehensive plan, a transportation plan and current maps, along with the City of Princeton’s comprehensive plan and then schedule a special meeting of the Town Board.  Motion carried.  Jeff Dotseth suggested checking to see if the County would be willing to still do the planning and zoning on a contract basis.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discuss MPCA Letter/Meeting – Bryan Lawrence spoke on Ross Perry’s behalf.  Mr. Perry is questioning why the sewer treatment plant that had been discussed several years ago which was to be located along the west side of Highway 169 from the City of Milaca into possibly Baldwin Township be an option worth reopening.  Perry had talked to the group who are suing the City of Princeton on their proposed sewer treatment plan expansion.  According to Perry, MPCA always approve things when communities work together.  In order to get political involvement, Bryan Lawrence made a motion that was seconded by Jeff Dotseth to have the Clerk write a letter to State Senator Betsy Wergin and State Representative Sondra Erickson asking for their help in reopening discussions between the entities involved including Greenbush and Blue Hill Townships with the concept of providing a sewer treatment plant along the west side of Highway 169.  Carbon copies to the City of Milaca, City of Pease, Princeton Township and the City of Princeton.  Motion carried.

Ross Perry arrived at 8:38 p.m.  He talked to Greg Anderson, chairman of Princeton Township.  Anderson said that a year, to a year and a half ago, MPCA loved the idea of a sewer treatment plant on the west side of Highway 169.  Since then MPCA called Anderson and said there was a change of mind, and that they were in favor of the City of Princeton’s expansion plan instead.  MPCA told Anderson that the Township would be allowed to tie into the City’s expansion.  Perry brought it to MPCA’s attention that this would be a viable alternative to the City expansion.  He said that he talked to the group who is suing three times, but no one responded to his calls.  Anderson didn’t know what caused MPCA to drop their support and go back supporting the City of Princeton’s plan.  

Perry suggested that the Baldwin Town Board hold a meeting with MPCA officials and the pertinent entities.  

Discuss Tree Fort on County Road 45 – The County maintains the tree that holds the tree fort is not on the County road right-of-way but overhangs over it.  The owner of the property is Kim Stone.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Township do what is necessary to have the tree fort removed.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Renewing Membership to Sherburne County Historical                         Society – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to renew the membership to the Sherburne County Historical Society at the booster rate of $50.00.  The motion was amended to renew the membership at the patron level of $150.00.  Motion carried.

Appoint Election Judges for March Township Election – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to appoint Lester Kriesel, head election judge, Nancy Dorweiler, Becky Hall and Sharon Matz as election judges for the March Township Election.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Board of Appeal & Equalization Date of Thursday, April 14 – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the Board of Appeal and Equalization date of Thursday, April 14, 2005.  Motion carried.  

Schedule Meeting with Township Attorney – The Town Board provided the Clerk with three (3) possible meeting dates.  She will contact the Township Attorney and schedule the best day and time that will work for all scheduled to attend. 

Schedule Board of Audit Meeting – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to schedule the Board of Audit meeting for March 1, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Schedule Board of Canvass – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule the Board of Canvass meeting for March 10, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Review memo to City of Princeton – Jess Hall distributed a letter that he is proposing to send to the City of Princeton.  The purpose of the letter is to get the other Town Board members thinking of where the Township is with the City of Princeton.

Discussion was held regarding working as a community.  Discussion was held regarding merger.  
Part Time Salaries – Jess Hall felt it inappropriate to offer a salaried position to a part time employee.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to go back to an hourly wage for the maintenance position at this time.  It will be entertained again when the pay equity reporting to the State has been completed.  With Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour contrary, the motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the bills for payment, check numbers 9548 – 9627, totaling $64,197.46, with the exception of holding check number 9586 until a Town Board member talks to the contractor for additional clarification of the dollar amount charged.  

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:05.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Dave Carothers, Blake Tennant, Mike Zarns, Nelli Walsh, Michele Wipper, Steve Lunderborg, Marissa Clarin, Kyle Buffington, Sgt. Don Starry, Ross Perry

