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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

April 5, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The April regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kreisel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the regular meeting agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

March Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $9,372.48 disbursements of $40,691.16; check numbers 8707 – 8771, leaving a balance of $253,870.98.  The final March Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

April Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,000.80, disbursements of $27,905.54, check numbers 8772 – 8820, leaving a balance of $230,171.76.  The preliminary April Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy present reported 151 calls in March.

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

a) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of February 26, 2004.

b) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2004.

c) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2004.

d) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2004.

The motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Landis Olson was present representing the Baldwin Meadows Homeowners Association.  The association would like to install a sign in the front of the development.  Jess Hall stated that the Township follows County standards and that no special approval is needed from the Township.  Mr. Landis stated that streetlights are needed at the intersection of Baldwin Meadows and Baldwin Cove.  Jeff Dotseth asked about the type of material used for signs and encouraged looking at quality material.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel presented the road report.  A bid of $800.00 to remove trees at Lake Diann was submitted by Jesse Ewert.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township has not yet decided to place the culvert near the Bruce Perlman property at Lake Diann.
A bid was submitted by Jesse Ewert of $3,950.00 for tree removal and dirt work for the Ridgewood Bay Road.  The trees need to be taken out to widen the road.
Lester Kriesel reported that there are at least 30 illegal headwalls in the Township.  Jeff Dotseth requested a list of addresses of these properties.  To relieve any liability to the Township, a motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Township attorney draft a letter and have them automatically sent to the residents when a headwall is detected.   Motion carried.  

Lester Kriesel also reported that there are illegal second driveways in Winding Trails.  All second driveways need to be approved by the Town Board and conform to Township Engineering Standards.  It was suggested that the Township ordinance regarding second driveways be put into the newsletter.  A property owner in White Oak Estates was told by Lester to take out the second driveway or it would be removed at her expense.  

Mr. Hicks, a resident of Little Elk Lake, talked to Lester Kriesel about a road grading problem.  Lester suggested that Steve Weissenfluh survey the situation.  Water is pooling inside the intersection and flooding the home.  An 80-foot culvert is needed which would be installed at an angle across the intersection.  After discussion whether or not this was a Township issue, it was suggested that the Township check with the MAT attorney to ensure whether the Township does have a liability.  The resident stated that a culvert used to be there, and has acknowledged the problem with his home as he is raising the foundation by 3 blocks.  On April 13, 2004 at 4:00 p.m. the entire Town Board agreed to review the situation at Little Elk Lake, as well as the Lake Diann area.   

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to install a “Children at Play” sign at 305th Avenue.  Motion carried.

Birch Acres Road Project – The Town Board will inspect the Birch Acres proposed road project on April 13, 2004.

285th Avenue Road Project – The Town Board will inspect the 285th Avenue proposed road project on April 13, 2004.
Ridgewood Bay Road Project – The Town Board will inspect the Ridgewood Bay proposed road project on April 13, 2004.
Approve/Disapprove Amended Resolution #2003-06, Agreement for Division of Road Project Responsibilities and Payment of 96th Street – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the amended Resolution #2003-06 concerning the agreement for the division of the road project responsibilities and payment for 96th Street between Baldwin Township and Spencer Brook Township.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Report – The Fire Department’s March monthly report was read by Bryan Lawrence.  There were sixteen (16) calls for service.  Other items of interest were 1) the submission of a grant request to F.E.M.A. in the amount of $46,000 for a new grass truck; 2) a grant request in the amount of $1,400.00 for an Automatic External Defibrillator; and 3) working on grant papers for E.C.M. for flashlights.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that the Kuntz property at the north end of Sandy Lake is not for sale.  It is foreseen that parking problems along both accesses will be a nightmare.  Eleanor Rittenour wondered if temporary signs would be a solution.
Park Committee Request to Have Appraisals Completed on Cantlin Lake Area Properties A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the appraisal on the Cantlin Lake area properties at a maximum cost of $700.00 paid for by the County Park Fund.  Motion carries with Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth opposed.
Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee Update – No update.  The Planning & Zoning Committee has dissolved as their report was given at the 2004 March Annual Meeting.

Establish Capital Committee? – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to not make the Capital Committee a permanent committee.  Discussion followed.  A suggestion by Jess Hall was to have the Capital Committee meet four (4) times a year.  All capital requests could go to the committee first then to the Town Board.  Ken Kline said that the discussion at the Annual Meeting was a recommendation to have a ten (10) year list of capital guidelines.   It was determined that a new Capital Committee could be established when it is needed.  Motion carried.  
County Ordinance Revision Committee Report - Bryan Lawrence reported that an open house would be held at the Sherburne County Government Center in April. Discussion followed regarding the proposed revised cluster ordinance. 

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – No report.

NEW BUSINESS:

Schedule Interviews for Incorporation, Merging & Comprehensive Plan Committee – The Town Board will meet on Monday, April 19, 2004 to interview the ten (10) applicants for the committee allowing ten (10) minutes for each interview.  The Town Board wishes to have a five (5) member Incorporation, Merging & Comprehensive Plan Committee.

Discuss Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee’s Recommendation from Annual Meeting – The new Incorporation, Merging & Comprehensive Plan Committee being formed is the direct result of the recommendation made at the Annual Meeting by the Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee.
Approve/Disapprove Resolution 2004-01, Support for Sherburne County Oak Wilt Program – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve Resolution 2004-01 supporting the Sherburne County Oak Wilt Program.  Motion carried with Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence opposed.  
Establish Park Fund for Audit Purposes – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to establish a Park Fund for audit purposes.  Bryan Lawrence contrary.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Transfer of Funds to Cover 2003 Fund Deficits – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to transfer $45,000.00 from the Capital Fund, $35,000.00 from the Road and Bridge Fund and $80,000.00 from the General Fund to the beginning balance of the 2004 Fire Fund to cover the 2003 fund deficit.  This is a total of a $160,000.000 transfer.  Motion carried.

Review & Approve Submitting Grant Application for Election Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve submitting a grant application to the State of Minnesota for election assistance for individuals with disabilities.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Land Use Law Update Seminar – Scheduled for Monday, May 10th in Minneapolis.

The Board of Appeal – Scheduled for Thursday, April 15th at 3:00 p.m. at the Baldwin Town Hall.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Fire Chief Wage Review – Tabled until the Fire Chief is present.
Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel will review the condition of 125th Street.

Jess Hall will contact Dan Remer to obtain a quote for blacktopping the cemetery road.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to pay the bills starting with check number 8772 to 8820 totaling $27,905.54.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:37 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Joel Thompson, Torrie Gotuald, Landis Olson, Ken Kline, Captain Dan Andrew, Craig Hilburn, Cal Schmock, Pete Erlendson, Herb Murphy
