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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
October 1, 2007

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The October 1, 2007 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence stated that items “b”, Approve/Disapprove Clothing Patch Design and “c”, Approve/Disapprove Appointment of Officers Policy should not read ‘Approve/Disapprove’ and should be discussion only on both items.  Bryan Lawrence requested that under “Any Other Business” the additions of ‘October 17th Association of Townships Meeting’ and ‘Open House for Fire Department October 6th’ be added.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda with both corrections and additions.  Motion carried.
September 2007 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $23,255.85 and disbursements of $129,101.19, check number 12111 – 12193, leaving a balance of $217,444.13.  The September 2007 final treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit. 
October 2007 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,146.50 and disbursements of $11,636.58, check numbers 12194 – 12219, leaving a preliminary balance of $208,288.18.  Jeff Dotseth asked the Clerk to provide the board with a rough estimate of what monies are expected to come in with the last two final payments from the county.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of September 10 and September 11, 2007.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – None.
OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Department Report – Jeremy Evans reported 13 calls in September.  The open house is Saturday, October 6th from 1-4 p.m.  Fire Safety Week begins October 7th.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if there had been any action on the grant for a safety trailer.  Evans replied that the chief is working on it.  Jim Oliver stated that there were quite a few trailers but now the trailers are heading where the flooding has been.  The chief and assistant chief met with Mr. Jorgensen who is doing the evaluation of the fire department.  The GIS software needs to be returned to the department by Supervisor Vollkommer as the county has informed the department that it was given to Vollkommer.  Vollkommer stated that he had loaded it off a disk onto his computer but the department is welcome to anything he has.  Evans informed the board that the department was involved with a presentation for ECFE at the middle school.  Bryan Lawrence stated that it was nice to see some firefighters out in front of Marv’s True Value on September 11th with the ladder truck and a flag.  Evans stated that the idea came directly from the firefighters and that they would like to do it every year.  Lawrence directed Evans to send thanks back from the board to the firefighters.  Evans handed out a preplan questionnaire to the board for their review as the department is starting to do commercial preplans for ISO ratings.
Approve/Disapprove Clothing Patch Design – Jeremy Evans stated that board motions are not required at this time.
Approve/Disapprove Appointment of Officers Policy – Jeremy Evans stated that board motions are not required at this time.

Park Committee Report – Dave Patten reported that there was not a quorum at the last Park Committee meeting.  Lester Kriesel stated that Kermit Young had told him that he would pay half for the sign.  Kriesel suggests getting the bigger sign with history included.  What would be better, vinyl or granite?  Patten stated that if the sing was vinyl, he would donate his services but he could do both vinyl and granite.  He suggested the granite sign include the name and some history and the vinyl sign include pictures and little more history.  He will draw something up and obtain pricing and then meet with Kermit Young.  Paul Vollkommer stated that a former employee of his has equipment that could also work with either vinyl or granite.  The board will compare dollar figures.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he would like to see something that is noticeable and Vollkommer suggested nothing less than a 4’ x 8’ sign.  Patten will work on and present back to the board.
Approve/Disapprove Revamping Young Building – Dave Patten stated that the board had tabled any action on this at the last board meeting.  The Park Committee would like to revamp the building next spring.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he is not comfortable pursuing it right now and agrees with addressing the issue next spring.  Regarding the signs, the Park Committee would like them installed at the corner of County Road 19 and County Road 38 and where the parking lot is.  Dotseth asked if the trails have been mowed.  Lester Kriesel replied ‘no’.  Patten stated that the trails would entail walking through wetlands, which would actually destroy the wetlands.  Wetlands run through the entire site east to west.  Dotseth instructed Patten to get Bill Bronder out there and then get the trails mowed as the board wanted to get them mowed well over a month ago.  Patten stated that a survey has never been done on the property and money is needed to build the pedestrian bridges over the wetlands.  Trails can be mowed up to the wetlands edge but boardwalks need to be constructed to make it nondetrimental to the wetlands.  If mowed now, they will all be dead ends at this time.  Dotseth instructed Patten to ask Bill Bronder about foot traffic.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the committee should work on the sign first.  
Jeff Dotseth left at 7:31 p.m.
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to not revamp the Young building at this time.  Motion carried.

Review Video Equipment – Paul Vollkommer stated that Lester Kriesel did not approach him as Kriesel found a machine.   Kriesel stated that a DVD recorder would cost about $100 and an external hard drive would cost about $80-$100.  Citizens can buy that equipment and bring it into the town hall to record the meetings on their own equipment.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the board first needs to decide what they are going to offer and what the fees would be.  The issue will be placed on the November town board agenda.  The clerk is working on uploading the videos on the website.
Water Rescue Equipment – Ross Perry, 28513 – 127th Street, questioned if the board would entertain entering into a mutual aid agreement with the sheriff’s department.  The item had been tabled by the board.  Perry had spoke with the sheriff’s department and he is wondering where it is at with the board.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he did not speak with the sheriff regarding the issue and does not recall the status of what was done previously.  Perry stated that the township has the equipment and he would like to see it put to use.  Lawrence stated that he would be willing to talk to the sheriff and Lester Kriesel agreed.  Paul Vollkommer stated that he would prefer to wait until after the audit.  Lawrence stated that the auditors are only auditing the books and not the dive team questions.  Perry questioned if the auditor dictates what the township does with the township equipment.  
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to have Bryan Lawrence have a conversation with the sheriff.  Motion carried with Vollkommer opposed.  

NEW BUSINESS: 
Approve/Disapprove 1-Year Gambling Renewal for Fairway Shores – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to approve.  Motion died for lack of a second.  The representative was not present so the board will address later in the meeting.
Approve/Disapprove Princeton School District Election Held in Precinct 1, Tuesday, November 6th – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve along with a $175.00 fee charged to the school district.  Motion carried.  Terry Carlile will open and close the building.  
Schedule Date to Meet with City of Princeton Regarding Airport – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule for November 1st with a preferred time of 4:00 p.m. at the airport.  Motion carried.  
Appoint Person to Complete 2007 Township Road Certification – Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile will complete and return to the county by the October 31st due date.  
Request for Newsletter Ideas – Eleanor Rittenour was not present.  The board would like to see the snowplowing policy, review of the fire department open house and information regarding the township election and Annual Meeting included.  
Approve/Disapprove 1-Year Gambling Renewal for Fairway Shores – Margaret Dufner was present representing Princeton Youth Hockey.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve a 1-year renewal.  Motion carried.  
Employee Pay Issues – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel that the town board acts the following month after employee reviews regarding giving a pay raise or not so the employees are not in limbo for many months after their review.  Discussion followed.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the board should talk pay issues during employee reviews and then the board can vote up or down at the next regular meeting.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Renewal of Health Insurance for 2008 – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve renewal of health insurance for 2008 with no change in the policy.  Motion carried.
Sheriffs Report – Deputy Starry was present but did not have an activity report as September ended the day before but it will be ready for the next meeting.   Lester Kriesel stated that there has been complaints regarding speeding on 120th Street and would like to see the area patrolled a little more.  Paul Vollkommer asked if the deputy had any information on the break in at Marv’s True Value with the deputy replying ‘no information at this time’.  Vollkommer stated that Prior Lake has LED signs that are solar powered that he would like to see installed at County Road 9 and County Road 45.  Vollkommer gave the deputy the toll free number of the company that makes these signs and stated that the township will obtain prices.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that Vollkommer contact Sherburne County Public Works, specifically Rhonda Lewis.  The deputy will forward the information to Rhonda Lewis and also let her know that Vollkommer may be contacting her.  
136th Street - Lester Kriesel passed pictures around about an accident on 136th Street where a truck ran off the road and into the ditch. 
Announcements:
Township Office Closed, Monday, October 8th in Observance of Columbus Day.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
* Association of Townships meeting at Palmer Township on October 17, 7:30 p.m.  

* Fire Department open house on October 6, 1-4 p.m.

* The clerk informed the board that the deputy clerk’s mother had passed away today.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve payment of the bills, check numbers
12194 – 12219, totaling $11,636.58.  Motion carried.  
Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 8:52 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Larry Boeke, Karen Boeke. Dennis Lindberg, Julius Dorweiler, Jess Hall, Ray McGraw, Margaret Dufner, Erika Murray, Jeremy Evans, Dave Patten, Ross Perry, Elaine Philippi, Terry Carlile
