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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

May 3, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.
Call to Order - Chairman Bryan Lawrence called to order the regular May 3, 2005 Town Board meeting of Baldwin Township at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.  The agenda was approved as presented.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

Center for Rural Design – Jess Hall reminded the Town Board about Livonia Township approaching the Center for Rural Design to do a comprehensive plan for them.  It was the understanding that if the Center for Rural Design did a comprehensive plan for Baldwin Township at the same time that there would be a cost break.  Dewey Thorbeck, the director for the Center for Rural Design, and Steve Roos, the associate director and project manager were present.  They gave a background on how the Center for Rural Design was established and that they have been in existence for 6 years.  Thorbeck and Roos brought up the idea that Baldwin Township may have the same kinds of issues as Livonia Township, and that it would be a natural fit to work together.  The purpose of attending the meeting is to find out more specifically what are Baldwin’s needs, thoughts and ideas of a comprehensive plan and zoning issues, and whether a proposal should be put together.  

Steve Roos commented that Livonia Township has not been clear whether or not to go with a full-blown comprehensive plan and zoning.  Livonia is making preliminary steps, but wants to engage in public workshops to obtain citizen input to ensure the resident’s wishes are put forth.  It was asked if there are different levels of comprehensive plans, with Roos answering that there is no state requirement for a comprehensive plan, but a comprehensive plan can be created that is essentially a vision document.  He further stated that a comprehensive plan usually includes policies and implementation mechanisms (ordinances).  If no ordinances, a comprehensive plan can still be used and the county can still implement the ordinances.  At this point, Livonia Township will be called a ‘visionary document’’ and not a comprehensive plan.  Jess Hall commented that Baldwin Township has already adopted Sherburne County’s comprehensive plan and ordinances as their own, and asked if that would be modified.  Thorbeck said that there will be a land use plan that will be developed that would be based on citizens’ wishes, and then it would be taken to the county.  Rittenour wondered if the county would respect the wishes of one township.  Roos responded that usually a county’s comprehensive plan is relatively generic.  There are unique items within a township, and the township can petition the county to change their comprehensive plan to reflect the unique features.  He added, though, that counties are wary about the cost of implementing the changes on their end.  

Rittenour’s thought is that Baldwin does need a comprehensive plan as the township is getting more populated and the citizens would like more control.  She further said that if only a visionary plan is drawn up, and it has no teeth, how can Baldwin tell a developer that his plan is not what is allowed in the area?  Thorbeck said that a visionary plan would have teeth if it were implemented into the county’s plan.  It is possible for two townships to do something cooperatively and workshops can be held for the purpose of discussing various options with land use that would reflect community values.  Livonia Township did bring up the fact that Livonia and Baldwin have a lot of issues in common.  Hall asked what would be an estimated dollar figure for a full-blown comprehensive plan and zoning ordinances.  Thorbeck said that if it were similar to Wyoming Township, the figure would be $45 – $46,000.  Roos said the product of going through the first phase, which would be to identify participants and intergovernmental relationships, would be sophisticated enough to show the county that the Township is interested in making good decisions.  A committee could be set up that would consist of a cross section of members of the community encompassing ages, economic background, farmers, etc.  Essentially, a town board appoints a committee, and then they work with the Center.  The town board is essentially the client.  If Baldwin and Livonia decide to gather forces, Thorbeck said that there would be a savings of about $2,500.  It is expected that Livonia will sign a contract by the end of the week with a proposed starting date of June 1.  This reflects Livonia’s desire to begin quickly.  Hall asked how much lead-time would be needed for Baldwin to get to the same stage as Livonia.  Thorbeck said that they would need to get a contract to Baldwin, and then the University sponsored projects administration would review.  Asked what kind of money was needed to get the comprehensive stage, with Thorbeck answering, probably $50,000 in addition to $19,420.  Rittenour thought it a healthy to get to the visioning state after which the next decisions can be made.  Jeff Dotseth asked how much input the Center for Rural Design takes from MnDOT, the county, adjoining cities and townships.  Roos said that input is in the form of data, and the different entities aren’t asked what they think, but what the citizens think is far more important.  He further said the visionary document is shared with the developers as it defines the guiding principals. It was highly stressed the importance of a steering committee made up of 10-12 individuals that are knowledgeable and could make up a good planning commission for Baldwin Township.   

Thorbeck suggested that the Town Board should let the Center for Rural Design know about a decision within a week so there is time to modify Livonia’s plan.  Steve Roos complimented Baldwin on their website.

OLD BUSINESS:

Discuss Fence Issue in Elk Lake Estates – Mr. & Mrs. Blesi were present. Greg Bowles was present representing Bogart, Pederson & Associates.  The Town Board told Mrs. Blesi that the issue about the neighbor’s garage being on the west property line is a legal issue between two neighbors.  The only issue to the Baldwin Town Board is about drainage.  Lawrence informed the Blesi’s that there would be no drainage control done by the Township without Town Board approval.  The Blesi’s would like to erect a fence.  Lawrence stated that any fence issue would not be a Township issue but informed the Blesi’s that it would be a good idea not to install a fence directly on the property line.
County Request for Written Comments on Platting Requirements for Buildable Lots & Draft PUD Ordinance - Delayed to end of meeting.
Decision on Birch Acres Subordinate Service District – Jess Hall reported that the Birch Acres Subordinate Service District is still open.  The Township suspended any further action as a group of concerned people came in and were more concerned with drainage issues rather than a tar road.  Lawrence thought the Township should continue to move ahead and pave the loop road unless Baldwin is presented with a petition to disband the district.  Lester Kriesel stated that a Birch Acres resident had started a petition to remove the district.  He will try to determine where the petition is by contacting that resident.  Lawrence stated that it would wise to finish what the Town Board had started.  Before a timeline can be established, drainage issues need to be resolved.  

Discuss Priority Concerns in Regards to Sherburne County Local Water Management Plan – Discussion was held at the April Town Board meeting with an overview of the Elk Lake and Birch Acres issues.  Bob Gross, Bogart, Pederson & Associates, was going to present something to the Board, but nothing has been done yet.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jess Hall to list Elk Lake and Birch Acres with the county local water management plan.  The motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove 277th Avenue Road Quotes for Dirt Work and Blacktop –Two (2) quotes were received for the dirt work.  West Branch Construction’s quote was for $32,000 for approximately 1900 feet of road and GJ Smith Excavators quote was $24,100 for approximately 1600 feet of road.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the quote for dirt work from West Branch Construction.  Motion carried.  The Township is responsible for buying dirt from a property owner to the north of 277th Avenue.  

Blacktop Bids for 277th Avenue - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.  The motion carried.

Decision on Young Property Shed and Garage – Lester Kriesel reported that the middle building is 24’ x 32’ and the garage is 24’ x 36’.  The electrical wires are now off the house, but the electrician kept electrical to the garage.  A neighbor wants to know if they can have the two open metal sheds.  Kriesel suggested a donation and will call them back.  The breezeway will be torn away before the house is burnt.

NEW BUSINESS:

Brian Bumgarner requested to know the time line on his drainage problem in Elk Lake Estates.  It will be discussed with Jon Bogart at a meeting on May 9th.  Hopefully a resolution to this issue will be made within the next 30 days.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Commercial Bakery, Section 13 – Bryan Lawrence informed that Board that he had been called and had been asked to take the item off the agenda.  No further action.
Painting Business, Section 14 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Gary Goskey’s request for a conditional use permit for a painting business in accessory building with the following comment: “Annual review.”  The motion carried.
Mining Black Dirt, Section 27 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve Mark Nutt’s request for a conditional use permit for grading, excavating or filling of 1,000 to 10,000 cubic yards to excavate a pond with the following comment: “Meet proper governing authorities”.  The motion carried.
PLATS:

Country View Ridge, Section 13, Final Plat – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the final plat of Country View Ridge with the following comment:  “Subject to Township engineer’s approval.”  The motion carried.
Railway Properties, Request to Release Letter of Credit and End Road Warranty – The width of the driveway approach and longer culverts were an issue at one time.  Bryan Lawrence read a letter from RW Builders Inc. dated November 10, 2003 releasing Baldwin Township of any cleaning or maintaining of 80’ culverts under lot entrances to Railway Properties signed by the developer, Roger Winkelman.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Railway Properties request to release the letter of credit and to end the road warranty contingent on determining that it is a 9-ton road.  Motion carried.

Highland Farms 2nd Addition, Section 33, Final Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the final plat of Highland Farms 2nd Addition, with the following comment: “Meets all Township engineering standards and receives Township engineer’s approval.”  The motion carried.
Preserve at Baldwin, Request to Vacate Utility Easement, Lot 3, Block 3 – Scott Berg, the developer, stated that technically the road should have been built to the property line.  Since the easement is already a platted lot, any changes would require replatting.  This includes having the Township purchase the easement rights.  Two options would be to do a simple split or create an outlot.  Scott Berg will look into the option with the county.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

On Monday, May 9th, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. there will be a meeting at the Tom Miller Property.  Supervisors Bryan Lawrence and Lester Kriesel will attend along with Jon Bogart.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
County Request for Written Comments on Platting Requirements for Buildable Lots & Draft PUD Ordinance – Chairman Lawrence read through the survey and the Town Board answered the questions.  The Clerk will send to the County.
Revised Town Hall Site Plan – Jess Hall distributed a revised site plan that he had created.  He stated that this plan utilizes the resources and taxpayers money to the best advantage.  Lawrence questioned why the current town hall and shop was good for a maintenance building but not good enough to remodel for a town hall.  Hall replied that if a new town hall would be built south of the fire station then the current town hall would be conducive for maintenance and would like the Board to review for their consideration.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 10:02 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Greg Bowles, Dewey Thorbeck, Steve Roos, Brian Bumgarner, Mark Goetzmann, Mark Nutt, Gary Goskey, Bob Essig, Scott Berg
