
BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

January 20, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, January 20, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Kim Good, Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Kim Good, Sue Hix, Mike Seurer, David Patten, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  

Additions to Agenda

There were none.

Minutes

Dave Patten moved and Kim Good seconded a motion that the December 16 minutes be approved.  All in favor; motion carried.  As a follow-up to the December 16 issue about the outlot/easement in question involving Deer Trails 3, investigation by the township later determined that this matter for various reasons is still in the hands of the county.

Presentations by Developers
Mark Woolston, Stone Sheep Crossing, Section 1, Sketch Plan

This plat is located in the far northeast corner of the township on the Isanti County border off County Road 37 and 97th Street West.  It is a standard plat consisting of 5 lots with a total of approximately 29 acres.  Since this is not in an area where parks or trails are planned, Kim Good moved and Sue Hix seconded a motion to recommend accepting park fees; all in favor; motion carried.

Sandy Lake Public Accesses

Apparently Jon Bogart has no progress to report on finding the old Sandy Lake survey in order to determine possible options for boat and swimming accesses.  At the January 5 Town Board meeting, a former board member stated that he knew of a survey of the north access that had been done by Mike Trunk perhaps 7 years ago.  Sue Hix will contact Jon Bogart to ask about progress and inform him of the existence of this survey.

Proposed Cantlin Lake Park

Sue Hix and Mike Seurer met with Bernie and Sharon Kriesel on Saturday, January 10, to check Bernie’s status with respect to selling approximately 20 acres of his property on Cantlin Lake to the township for use as a park.  He is still interested in pursuing this idea and, if the township were to have an appraisal done, he said he would be open to negotiating the price should the appraisal indicate a lower price than he has thought about asking.  He loaned Sue a copy of the most recent survey done on the property to assist the appraiser.  Dave Patten took this to make copies.  

From inquiries made last September of two appraisers who have worked with the county in the past (names obtained from Brian Benson and Tim Edgeton), we are estimating that basic surveys of the property in question [both the Kriesel property and the portion of the Angstmann property that would be used for an access road] could cost up to $700.  Kim Good will attend the February 2 Town Board meeting and request approval for funds for these 2 surveys.

Town Hall Park

Dave Patten received estimates from Polygon Park Architecture of St. Paul for two 24 foot by 24 foot steel shelter structures, plus connecting pergolas, for the Town Hall Park.  Total cost would be about $35,000, with each building costing approximately $15,000.  Wood structures would cost about half as much but would require regular maintenance and could be easily vandalized.  By contrast, the powder coated metal structures are practically indestructible.  In addition, they are modular and not difficult to assemble.  This means that they could be disassembled and reassembled elsewhere should future township building expansion require it.  Matching benches, picnic tables, and other accessories are also available.  Finally, the committee estimated that the concrete floors for the 2 shelters would cost about $1,400 if constructed by volunteers.  The committee feels that these amenities will be a very welcome sight to trail users once the railroad trail has been constructed.

Dave will have the grading plan for the park completed by the February meeting.

Park Committee Budget

As of 1/7/2004, county records show that Baldwin Township’s park fund balance is $96,075.  Kim Good will ask the county whether we can get 100% of the cost of the town hall park from our county park funds.  We also want to know whether the county would consider paying perhaps 50% of the park development cost since the park will be directly adjacent to the railroad trail and will benefit all trail users.

Beyond the county funds, the Park Committee still needs funds from the township for items such as appraisals (Cantlin Lake park), signs (Sandy Lake accesses, trails), Jon Bogart’s time (to develop plans for the Sandy Lake accesses), satellite for the town hall park (approximately $80/month for 6 – 7 months).  These expenses would not normally qualify to be paid by the county.  The committee recommends that $3,000 for park/trail expenses be added to the budget to be considered by township citizens at the March annual meeting.  Also, the Park Committee would like to see a dedicated fund for park money, similar to the cemetery fund, so that park funds could accumulate from year to year if a balance remains unspent at the end of any given year. 

New Park Committee Member

David Patten will ask Marco Voce whether he would be interested in becoming a member of our committee.  If we haven’t filled our committee opening by March 1, we will solicit members at the annual meeting.

Reports from Other Meetings

· Sue Hix reported that the Princeton Area Partnership, members of the Railroad Trail Task Force, and other trail supporters are working on scheduling a meeting to consider ways to support the railroad trail.  Proposed date is Wednesday, February 11, at 7 PM, place to be determined.

Other Business

· At the February meeting the committee will discuss the presentation we wish to make at the township’s annual meeting on March 9.

· It was announced that there will be an informational meeting about the county’s comprehensive plan on January 27, 4 – 6 PM, at the Livonia Town Hall.

Adjournment

Hix moved and Good seconded that the meeting be adjourned; all in favor; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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