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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

February 3, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The February 3, 2004 regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None

OLD BUSINESS:

Erosion Problem on Perry/Schumacher Property – Jess Hall posed the question of who is responsible for the drainage problem.  Jon Bogart explained that gravel is not much different than bituminous, and that he could not see paving as the cause of the problem.  Apparently Mr. Perry feels that water pools in the Township right-of-way, which goes right to his garage door.  Eleanor Rittenour thought that Mr. Perry said he’d pay for correction of the problem if it were on his property.  Bryan Lawrence commented that if water is coming off the Township’s right-of-way the Township should have charged the residents for the drainage issues when the Subordinate Service District was established.  Jess Hall wondered if it were possible to collect water on the east side of the road and direct it to the west side?  Jon Bogart said the Mr. Perry’s garage has always been lower than the road.  Mr. Perry’s new garage is to be built to the south.  Would a grass swale between the two homes on Mr. Perry’s side alleviate the problem?  It was suggested to contact Patty Fowler at Sherburne County about the drainage issues.  Mr. Perry said that he opposes keeping the grass a minimum of 6 inches tall in the area where he launches his boat.  Mr. Perry’s concern is all the work proposed seems to be on his property.  He commented that the water crosses other property before it reaches his.  The County told him he couldn’t get a building permit and he feels that it is the Township’s responsibility to correct the problem.  It was asked if installing an underground filter would be possible.  Mr. Perry felt that an underground filter would make it difficult to get his boat trailer in and out of the lake.  He felt it would be better to have more surface area to disperse the water.  Jon Bogart thought stapled down sod with mesh netting under the sod to hold the topsoil might accomplish the erosion control problem.  Mr. Perry said that he submitted his building plan to the County.  The Soil and Water Conservation District’s plan was almost identical to Mr. Perry’s original plan and the County rejected it.  The DNR doesn’t want water to be directed towards the lake.  Mr. Perry maintains that the Township road originally angled the other way before it was paved and he doesn’t want to be solely responsible for getting water to the lake.  Jeff Dotseth asked if asphalt curbing would help.  Jon Bogart said he doesn’t know enough about the grade of the road to give an answer.  It’s not possible to dig a ditch on the east side back to the cul-de-sac since Mr. Perry’s septic is in the road right-of-way.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to install topsoil, mesh, sod and staples after Mr. Perry’s new garage is built.  The Township would not be responsible for disturbed areas when the new garage is built.  Mr. Perry said that the County would not issue a building permit without an erosion plan.  Jeff Dotseth suggested replacing the sod that has eroded from water coming off the Township road and send a letter to the County Planning and Zoning informing them of the Township’s plan.   Mr. Perry will be responsible for the watering and maintenance of the sod.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if this would solve the problem even when the new garage is built.  Mr. Perry offered a possible solution of installing a culvert under the road and having the water feed into another ditch.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the sod would solve the erosion problem but not the water problem.  An agreement with Mr. Perry and his neighbor, Mr. Schumacher, would be needed to not bring any future water issues to the Township after the Township has laid down the sod.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the water/drainage issue should not be holding up the construction of Mr. Perry’s garage and feels that the Township should talk to the County.  He feels that the County is playing a “game” with Mr. Perry.  

Jeff Dotseth withdrew his previous motion.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel authorizing Bryan Lawrence and Jon Bogart to meet with Brian Benson, County Administrator, informing him of the Township’s desire that Mr. Perry’s building permit should not be held up due to water/drainage issues and review the Township’s plan to correct the erosion problem.  Motion carried.
Review Revised Engineering Standards & Developers Agreements – Jess Hall and Jon Bogart are meeting on Thursday February 5, 2004 to review the revised engineering standards and developers agreements.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the revised engineering standards and developer’s agreements subject to Jess Hall and Jon Bogart’s meeting on February 5th with an approval date of February 3, 2004 on the documents.  Motion carried.

Sandy Lake Access – Old surveys have been found from the 1970’s.  Jon Bogart wants to meet on site with the DNR and Park Committee members.  It is not known if the Township can legally restrict use.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he feels that upgrading the accesses would cause safety issues.

NEW BUSINESS:

Request to Purchase Lot in Elk Lake Estates from Township – Tim Hanson was present to request purchasing a lot owned by the Township in Elk Lake Estates (Lot 12, Block 8).  His home located on Lot 13 & 14, Block 8 had burned and he would like to rebuild.  The Township bought the land because the lot is lower than the road and wanted to alleviate possible drainage and water issues.  Mr. Hanson said that he had planned to turn a portion of the lot into a Class 5 parking area.  He said that he would pay for a survey if the Township would put a drain on the lot.  Jess Hall questioned where the water would go.  Mr. Hanson stated that he had been informed of a drainage area down below the lot.  Jess Hall stated that a past owner tried to purchase the property and the Township turned him down.  Jon Bogart suggested that the Township retain a drainage easement over the lot and suggested a site survey of where the house would be located on the lot submitted to the Town Board for review.  Bryan Lawrence questioned the legality of selling Township property to a private citizen.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to submit a letter to Sherburne County Planning & Zoning stating that the Township is not opposed to a side-lot variance allowing Mr. Hanson to build closer to Lot 12, Block 8.  Motion carried.

Discuss Annexation of Wildrose Estates to City of Princeton – Gary D’Heilly was present representing Gerald Smith, Forest Oaks Condos.  Wildrose Estates is an approximately 291-acre parcel that has a common corner to a 40-acre parcel owned by the City of Princeton.  Mr. D’Heilly stated that the reason they are asking the City for annexation is due to the current Sherburne County regulations.  With current County regulations only one-half of the property would be buildable.  If the City annexes the property it would allow approximately 450 housing units to be built.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he has a concern regarding the proximity of the property to the airport.  Mr. Smith would like the City to annex the entire 291-acres instead of 60 acres at a time.  Mr. Smith has offered to help the County build the east-west road.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to deny the request for total annexation and continue to have Baldwin Township work with the City of Princeton with dialogue on joint services, incorporation and other options.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Gary D’Heilly stated that the 60-acre annexation process would be started.  It was suggested that a meeting be set up with Gerald Smith, two Town Board members (Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour) and Princeton City Council members Lee Steinbrecher and Thom Walker.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table any action on the request for annexation of the 291 acres to the City of Princeton.  Motion carried.  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Home Business, Truck Repair, Section 14 – Phil Alderink was present.  The County had stated that the request is “home business in accessory building – change oil on one semi truck at a time”.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to recommend approval of a Conditional Use Permit for the home business/truck repair by Phil Alderink with the following comments:  1) annual review for complaints before renewal, and 2) as per conditions on cover sheet.  No signs will be sued for this business.  No employees will be employed.  At the most 2 vehicles will be present at a time outside of the shop.  The hours that work would be done, Saturdays 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  This work would be done only when needed and not every weekend.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Hidden Hollow, Preliminary Plat, Section 14 – Thousand Acres Development – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve with the following comments: 1) 104th Street to proceed straight north to property line, 2) right turn lane on County Road 38 to 104th Street, and 3) all engineering concerns must be met.  Motion carried.

Baldwin Forest, Request for Trail Reimbursement – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table Baldwin Forest’s request for trail reimbursement due to too many punch list items that need to be completed.  Motion carried.  

Jon Bogart stated that he would inspect the site and bring the issue back to the March meeting.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to exclude all the committee reports for the March agenda including the fire department report.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to raise the driveway access fee to $100.00 with no refunds, with a $50.00 fee to Jon Bogart and $50.00 retained at the Township.  Bryan Lawrence and Jess Hall contrary to this motion.  Motion carried.

Lester Kriesel talked to the Deputy Registar asking about DOT requirements.  Trucks under 26,000 lbs. do not need a DOT number.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that Essig still needs to be inspected by DOT and have a sticker on the vehicle reflecting the inspection.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion to recess until February 26, 2004 was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Jon Bogart, Gary D’Heilly, Tim Hanson, Phil Alderink, Kris Alderink, Pat Skarohlid, Chuck Skarohlid, Tom Lewandowski

