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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF REVIEW & EQUALIZATION

April 13, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.  
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township Board of Review & Equalization was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 3:06 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Sherburne County Assessor Gerald Kritzeck was present along with several members of his staff.  Mr. Kritzeck informed the citizens present that the Baldwin Town Board would be acting as the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Taxes will not be dealt with today, only market value and classification.  The market values for this year were determined after looking at a 12-month period of sales.  The medium ratio between the dates of October, 2004 and September 2005 was 93.9%.  The state requires a medium ratio between 90%-105%.  It was decided to put through some increases. The building schedule was increased 5% countywide. With depreciation it would be an increase of 3.8%.  The land values increased from $45,000 to $46,000 for the first acre.  The remaining acres are valued at $7,000 and there is a $7,000 value for well and septic.  Lakeshore front footage increased by an average of $150/foot.  There was a 20% increase in commercial/industrial land as the assessors office was at 83% which was not acceptable.  Mr. Kritzeck reported on the 2004 and 2005 building permit activity in the Township.  
Bryan Lawrence thanked the residents in attendance for their concern and for attending this meeting.  The next step would be to attend the county meeting, which is scheduled for June 13, if residents are not satisfied with Township action.  
Peter Erlendson, Parcel #01-407-0710, Lot 8, Block 7 & Parcel #01-407-0712, Lot 9, Block 7
Mr. Erlendson stated that these two lots are used by the Township for a cul-de-sac.  Jess Hall stated that it is an unofficial cul-de-sac.  Mr. Kritzeck asked if Mr. Erlendson would be willing to deed the lots over to the Township.  Mr. Erlendson replied that he was not sure.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to reduce the value of the two lots from $5,500 each to $100 per lot as the lots are almost worthless due to the cul-de-sac.  Motion carried.  
Peter Erlendson, Parcel #01-407-0604, Lots 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6, Block 6
Mr. Erlendson stated that lots 5 and 6 have the same situation with a cul-de-sac.  Mr. Erlendson handed out photos of Lots 3 and 4 which he claims are wet lots.  The only dry lot is Lot 2 and a single lot is not buildable.  The parcel has a market value of $16,500 which includes 5 lots.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to reduce Lot 5 and Lot 6 to a $100 value each which would reduce the market value down from $16,500 to $10,100.  Motion carried.  
Supervisor Paul Vollkommer left at 3:49 p.m. due to a fire call.  
Peter Erlendson, Parcel #01-407-0702, Lots 1, 2, 29, 30 & 31, Block 7
Mr. Erlendson stated that Lots 1, 2 and 31 are wet all year.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that the parcel is being valued as a building site and feels that the qualities of the lots are reflected.  $33,800 is the base value on this property.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to make no change to the assessment.  Motion carried.  

Douglas & Ruby Wark, Parcel #01-448-0105
Mr. Wark stated that he is questioning the 19 acre parcel, Lot 1, Block 1, Wark Addition.  Mr. Wark stated that the parcel has a lot of wetland.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that 11 of the 19 acres are classified as waste.  The 2006 assessment was at $109,700 with a commercial valuation of $2,000 for land and $27,000 for buildings.  Mr. Wark responded that the building is no longer commercial as they are not using for business.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to remove the commercial classification from Parcel #01-448-0105.  Motion carried.  The valuation of the low land on the 19 acre parcel has been lowered from $7,000 per acre to $2,800 per acre.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel for no change on the valuation of the 11 acres of low land.  Motion carried.  

Gene Nitz & JoAnn Graham, Parcel #01-404-1001, Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4, Block 10

Mr. Nitz stated that the value had increased $500 from the previous year.  He claims there is nothing on these lots and he had purchased them at a tax forfeiture sale.  Mr. Kritzeck sated that they are being valued as one unit and these lots are contiguous with his home.  There has been a 6% increase from what Mr. Nitz had originally paid for the lots.  Mr. Nitz purchased the property in 1996 for $3,400 and now they are valued at $5,500.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to lower the value of the lots to $5,000.  Motion carried.  
Ron Westby, Parcel #01-004-1315 & Parcel #01-004-1335
Mr. Westby asked for an explanation of the 30% tax increase.  He owns a machine shop that has been at the same location for 9 years.  It is a back lot with no frontage road.  Tax increase 
The assessor’s staff stated that he has 2 parcels of land and the buildings fall onto 1 parcel.  The location is south of the new proposed Coborn’s location.  The land and buildings increased 37% with the majority of the increase being in the land value.  Mr. Westby is being assessed $2/foot on the first acre and $.30/foot on everything else.  The increase was necessary based on the sales in the area.  Mr. Westby stated that the value should not be based on something that might not be (a new Coborn’s coming in) and they do not even have a legal road, just an easement.  The current value is at $386,300 with $105,700 on the land and $280,600 on the building.  Mr. Westby stated that he would like to wait to see an increase until it is known if a Coborn’s was coming in.  He would like to ask to drop the assessment down to normal until Coborn’s is a reality.  The 2005 assessment for the land was at $46,400.  
Mr. Westby stated that he would like to see the average increase of 20% applied.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jess Hall to increase the land only by 20%.  Motion carried.  

Jeremy Riddle, Parcel #01-531-0135
Mr. Riddle stated that his commercial property, which is used as a veterinary clinic, has had its value based on a veterinary clinic in the Becker/Big Lake area.  The building has 4,500 square feet of which 3,300 are finished.  The unsold lots in this development are priced at $125,000 and his is valued at $147,500.  Mr. Riddle requests that his building be reduced to $70.00/square foot and the land reduced to $125,000.  The building use is restricted to veterinary licensed people or the building would need to be totally remodeled for different use.  The 2006 assessment is $608,700.  The building was given a 20% increase.  A motion was made by Jess Hall to value the building at $461,200 and keep the land value at $147,500 as there has not been any sales in that plat.  Motion died for lack of a second.   A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to make the change as recommended by the Assessor’s office.  A friendly amendment was made by Bryan Lawrence to reduce the building down to $90.00/square foot for the finished square footage of the building and $20.00/square foot for the unfinished square feet with the total value at $321,000 plus the land valued at $147,500 for a total of $467,960.  Motion carried.  
Paul Vollkommer, Parcel #01-017-1100
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to take no action due to the fact that, as a Baldwin Township Town Board Supervisor, his request needs to be heard by the County.  Motion carried.  
JCCD Properties, Inc., Parcel #01-531-0110
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessed value from $425,000 to $382,700.  Motion carried.  
Rhyti, Scott & Rozalynn, Parcel #01-531-0215
Commercial property known as Rhyti Chimney.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessed value from $428,900 to $371,200.  Motion carried.   
Essig Investments, LLC, Parcel #01-003-3100
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from a residential classification to an agricultural classification and the value would change from $432,800 to $442,400 along with green acres on the parcel valued at $91,300.  Motion carried.  
Woodland Development Corporation, Parcel #01-010-2400

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from a residential classification to an agricultural classiciation and the value would change from $560,000 to $277,300.  Motion carried.  
Woodland Development Corporation, Parcel #01-010-3000
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from a residential classification to an agricultural classification and the value would change from $826,000 to $712,400.  Motion carried.  

Woodland Development Corporation, Parcel #01-010-3200

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from a residential classification to an agricultural classiciation and the value would change from $280,000 to $187,700.  Motion carried.  
Town Board Supervisor Paul Vollkommer returned to the meeting at 5:50 p.m.
Jennifer Wozniak, Parcel #01-508-0312
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from $299,770 to $248,644 based on the fact that the appraiser was not able to view the interior of the home.  Motion carried.  

Pamela Malzac, Parcel #01-404-0305
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from $135,247 to $124,687 as the garage measurements were incorrect.  Motion carried.  
David Bernard, Parcel #01-014-2315

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the recommendation from the County Assessor to change the 2006 assessment from a split residential/commercial classification to strictly a residential classification and the value from $216,400 to $236,200.  Motion carried.  
Adjourn – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn the 2006 Board of Appeal and Equalization at 6:05 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

