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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

January 10, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township held on January 10, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to the Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – A resident of Highland Farms, Craig Kinderman, was present for the open forum.  Kinderman said that Lester Kriesel had been out to look at his property once and Jon Bogart had been out to the property twice after the big rains in the fall.  He has a landlocked pond that receives all the drainage from the new Highland Farms 2nd Addition development.  He presented pictures to the Town Board.  Bogart did calculations and told him that he would not get flooded out until the pond reached five (5) feet, although the pond is full now.  Kinderman said he has made some improvements to the land; therefore the water may not reach the house.  He doesn’t think it is fair that he has to store the water from the other development, and feels that half of the water is coming down through the culvert.  After the rains, Kinderman said the developer plugged the culvert, so now the rain drains down and goes to his pond.   His concern is that he is trying to look at the overall drainage patterns to determine how to alleviate a lot of water in his yard with the help of Lester Kriesel.   Jon Bogart stated that he thought that the water levels would be dropping, and since that is not the case, there is a need to look at drainage at the watershed level.  Bogart would like the Township to consider purchasing aerial photography and digital elevation models from the county.  The charge is roughly $25.00 per section.  It would be useful for a planning tool to identify what is happening to the drainage on a watershed scale because, right now, the procedure is to look at each individual plat.  

Lawrence asked if the pond was a designated pond prior to building the house, with Bogart answering in the affirmative.  The intent of the pond was to help drain the other development.  Bogart talked to the developer to consider additional water storage on Highland Farm’s side of the new development.  Bogart said part of the problem is that normal design standards allow for a 100-year storm event for normal ponding where it is not a land-locked basin.  The county is requiring 3” of runoff, but Bogart said he prefers 7.2”.  According to Bogart the Township has followed the county’s 3” requirement.  The county’s engineering standards does not require a new development to store their own water.  Lawrence stated that he would like Jon Bogart, Dave Schwarting and Lester Kriesel to review the issue further.  He asked Mr. Kinderman to place his name on the agenda in the future so that the Town Board can be more prepared.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if this should be county issue and be cost shared somehow.  Bogart stated that he will look into it.  

OLD BUSINESS:

299th Avenue Drainage Concerns - Jon Bogart stated that the water in the area moves slowly and naturally flows off to the south, but the road is acting as a dam making it difficult for the water to go south.  It appears that it may be possible to put in a 12 inch - 1500 feet long pipe if an easement is obtained at a cost of about $30,000 - $50,000.   Bogart said these are rough figures and based on aerial photos only, not engineering data.  The ditch system ends up into Tennison Lake, and the lake water ultimately ends up in the Rum River.  Bogart said another issue is Pinegate Estates.  The water is all the way up to the houses.   Bogart stated that, if development happens across the street from 299th Avenue, he can force the issue with drainage.  Lawrence stated that if a culvert was placed to the south that it may cause problems for the property to the south.  Bogart stated that it is possible to install a larger pipe and to install a regulator.  There is also a possibility that grant money could be obtained.  The county would have to be contacted to make sure the wetlands would not be altered.  Outlet information would also need to be obtained concerning Tennison Lake.  Bogart said that the question is how much higher the water can get before it becomes a bigger issue.  He said he would like the Town Board to talk to the county and obtain the aerials.  Bogart indicated that if he had that kind of information it would be easier for him, and he wouldn’t necessarily have to go out to the site.  Jeff Dotseth felt it would be good to contact a person from the county to negotiate the possibility of getting maps.  Eleanor Rittenour thinks it would also be critical to the comprehensive plan.  Rittenour will check with the Initiative Foundation.  Dave Schwarting will check with the watershed districts.  

There was discussion about this being a political issue.  Why is it that citizens who have built their homes high enough are paying for others who have built their homes lower?  Jess Hall cautioned the Town Board to be careful on what is expended.  Bogart stated that what perhaps could be done is to look at the areas that are problems now and concentrate on those first.  Schwarting mentioned that a cost share could be developed to help residents before the engineer standards changed.  Bryan Lawrence said that technically our drainage standards have worked, but not as well as some would have liked.  Bogart said that he wants the Town Board to be aware of some situations that may become problems.  Rittenour said this could be used as a tool by the Town Board for new developments.  The bottom line is to obtain maps from the county and Jeff Dotseth will make contact with the county to negotiate prices.

NEW BUSINESS:  None.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Home Business, Stain & Finish Cabinets & Trim, Section 14 – Kim Vahlsing has been operating a home business for 18 years.  The county contacted him to obtain a conditional use permit.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Kim Vahlsing’s request to do cabinet and trim staining and finishing out of his home on an annual review basis.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Horseshoe Ridge, Section 35, Preliminary Plat – Bill Moonen, John Oliver & Associates, was present representing the Secords.  Moonen said there has been no opportunity to connect with anyone with Livonia’s transportation plan.  Jess Hall made a comment that Horseshoe Ridge’s preliminary plat looks more like the sketch plan that was brought in the previous month, and he has reservations about extending the proposed road past 1400 feet with the slight possibility that the road would ever go through to bordering property.  Hall said he doesn’t know of any roads that the Township has allowed that are over 1400 feet that are not connected.  Bryan Lawrence said that the 1400 feet rule is not set in stone.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if the fire chief mentioned that the dead end would be a safety issue.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if the adjoining property owner would consider joining with the Secords for development.
The neighbor was present and said that there would be a good change that their adjacent 20 acres would be developed.  Lawrence stated that they would need to go through 3 properties to reach a Township road.  Dave Schwarting commented that it would be a slim possibility that the road would be connected to the east.  Herb Murphy stated that he has concerns regarding an old creek which ends up in Blue Lake and questioned if a environmental impact study had been done.   Murphy commented that 281st Avenue would need to be rebuilt to handle the additional traffic.  Jay Swanson stated that he has a concern regarding the drawing which shows culverts that appear to have the water from the Secord property diverted to his property.  Moonen stated that they are matching the drainage pattern that is there today.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel for the road not to exceed 1400 feet with a dead end road unless a loop road is made.  The motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.

 A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the following comments for Horseshoe Ridge preliminary plat:  1) Board voted to maintain 1400-foot cul-de-sac limit, 2) This issue addressed all the other issues regarding the extended cul-de-sac, and 3) Issues of safety and adjoining to the south.  Motion carried.

Sketch Plan, Section 11 – Pat Skarohlid was present with the sketch plan.  She stated that 40 acres have already been split into 2 – 20 acre lots.  Four acres have been sold to a son.  Skarohlid would like to develop in order to sell another four (4) acres to a daughter.  Since there is already a 33-foot easement being used as a driveway, Bryan Lawrence would like to know if it would be possible to obtain another 33-foot easement from Woodland Ponds.  A copy of the record of Skarohlid’s driveway easement will be given to the Township clerk.  Lawrence stated that the plat would have to meet the 1400 foot limit for the road.

Hidden Hollow, Renew Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the renewal of the letter of credit for Hidden Hollow.  Motion carried.  

Highland Farms 1 & 2, Renew Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the renewal of the letter of credit for Highland Farms 1 and 2.  Motion carried.

Prairie Hill Lake, Release Letter of Credit and End Road Warranty – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to deny the release of the letter of credit and end the road warranty for Prairie Hill Lake until the roads are fixed.  Motion carried.

Southern Pines, Release Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to release the letter of credit for Southern Pines.  Motion carried. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve check numbers 10592-10609, totaling $15,758.49.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to go to a 7.2” rain standard.  The engineering standards will have to be changed.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth opposing.

A resident from Pond View said he has a drainage issue.  The water is 20 feet outside of his basement door, because he feels the culvert is crooked.

Adjournment/Recess - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart, Dave Schwarting, Kim Vahlsing, Larry Secord, Judy Secord, Pat Skarohlid, Craig Kinderman, Jod Meliaj, Jay Swanson, Aaron Olson, Paul Martinson, Dennis Lindberg, Cheryle Matis, Carol Swanson, Mike Duresky, Lisa Duresky, Herb Murphy


