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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
February 4, 2008

Present – Supervisors Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.   Supervisor Jeff Dotseth was absent.

Call to Order – Chairman Bryan Lawrence called the February 4, 2008 Baldwin Township regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence asked that item ‘c’, “Automatic Mutual Aid” be deleted from the agenda since it was dealt with at the January 17, 2008 meeting.  Lawrence asked to add to the agenda “Elaine Philippi – Forum for Candidates to use the Town Hall”.  Paul Vollkommer objected to removing something to the agenda that he had added, saying that item ‘c’ was still pertinent.  He indicated a liability issue, and said it needed to be dealt with.  
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections –
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the additions and corrections to the agenda as amended.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  On the vote: Ayes – 3; Nays -1.  The motion carried.
January 2008 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $38,847.45 and disbursements of $30,938.73, check numbers 12399 – 12473, leaving a balance of $476,553.80.  The January 2008 final treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

February 2008 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $0 and disbursements of $30,025.51, check numbers 12474 – 12544, leaving a preliminary balance of $446,803.06.  

Sheriff’s Report – Officer Novotny reported 139 incidents for the month of January.  He referenced the story in the Minneapolis paper regarding snowmobiling enforcement in Sherburne County.  There have been a series of thefts on the frontage road.
Approval of Consent Agenda 
· Town Board Minutes of December 4, 2007:  Paul Vollkommer stated that he did not listen to the tape of the meeting but he was at the meeting.  Bryan Lawrence stated that page 7 through page 11 regarding automatic mutual aid was verbatim.  Vollkommer stated that is not what he found and he would like to table all of the minutes.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table approval of the town board minutes of December 4, 2007.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

· Town Board Minutes of January 7, 2008:  Paul Vollkommer questioned a portion of the minutes on page 3 regarding him questioning if an internal control audit would be a natural occurrence.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table approval of the town board minutes of January 7, 2008.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
· Town Board Minutes of January 8, 2008:  Paul Vollkommer questioned a portion of the minutes of page 5, “Transfer of Funds”.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the approval of the town board minutes of January 8, 2008.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

· Town Board Minutes of January 17, 2008:  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the minutes of January 17, 2008.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Open Forum for Citizens – None.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Brian Torborg reported 5 medical, 5 alarm, 2 fire calls and 2 personal injury accidents for the month of January.  He received 3 quotes for the dual fuel station for SCBA tanks.  The quote from Alex Air Apparatus, Inc. was $7,553.00 with a 10% discount to total $6,797.00 without a 6.5% sales tax.  The quote from Midwest Supply totals $7,303.47.  The quote from American Airworks totals $8,125.  The firefighters have voted on it.  Alex Air is the cheapest.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to go with Alex Air.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Torborg presented a resolution to approve mutual aid agreement for water related incidents between Baldwin Township and the County of Isanti.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table until the March 2008 town board meeting.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Torborg presented a resolution to approve an automatic fire department mutual aid response agreement with the cities of Zimmerman, Princeton, Isanti, Becker, Big Lake and Elk River for a known structure fire between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the mutual aid agreement.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Option 2, Process for Hiring Fire Chief and Timetable - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve Option 2 of the process for hiring fire chief and timetable which consists of posting the job at the fire station for qualified applicants and interviewing applicants on February 25, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. The appointment of the chief will be made at the March 4, 2008 town board meeting.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  On the vote: Ayes – 3; Nays - 1.  The motion carried.
Automatic Mutual Aid – Paul Vollkommer stated that he wanted to discuss automatic mutual aid.  Bryan Lawrence stated that it was taken off the agenda with Vollkommer stating that he wants it on record that Lawrence removed an agenda item from a board member on his own and did not have the authority to do so.  Lawrence responded that the item was removed as a board.  Vollkommer responded that it cannot be done as a board and any board member has the ability to put an agenda item on.
Park Committee Report – Dave Patten reported that bids have been received for the board walks.  A previous bid dated March 11, 2007 was for $103,500, and the most recent bid dated March 8, 2008 for $127,351.  The monument and signage will be separate from the trails.  As for the update on the monument, Patten said they have not yet spoken with Kermit Young.  They are going to try to set up a meeting with Kermit’s family members.  The Park Committee has starting working on the material costs.  West Branch will donate the stone.  As far as the signage costs they have talked to the company who handles the City of Elk River, the Refuge and other county parks.  Bryan Lawrence said that the board needs to be sure that they want to invest that much in the boardwalks.  Patten referenced the Legacy Grant and the SCORE grant opportunities.  There was discussion regarding the county party monies, and that bidders provide bids for materials and labor separately.  The boardwalks and trails are achievable, and it would be nice to have additional signage to address wetlands and other items.  Lawrence said that if applying for grants there may be no need to go out for bids, but that the Legacy grant would not qualify until 2010.  There was discussion regarding ballparks.  Kermit specifically asked for a baseball park.  It was suggested to not go ahead with the bid process yet.
Patten questioned if the newsletter had been approved.  The park committee has been talking about putting a logo contest in the newsletter.

Patten’s term on the park committee expired in January of 2008.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to advertise for one 3 year position for the park committee with applications due by the March meeting.  On the vote: Ayes 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Jensen School House – The boards’ position on the Jenson School House on County Road 19 is to wait until the property is developed.  Chief Torborg said the fire department had been requested to investigate asbestos removal, and the owner wants the fire department to burn it down.
Surveillance Camera Update – No update.
Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – There was discussion on some changes.  This item will be on the next scheduled meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Central Appliance Recyclers, Explanation of Clean-Up Day Procedure – The representative from Central Appliance Recyclers was present.  He stated that they will provide a 40 yard cage box for electronics.  They do try to man the larger events but he cannot say for sure if they will be manning this event.  They will be coming later in the day to pick up all the appliances.
Discussion of Clean Up Day Vendors – Terry Carlile reported that Jim’s Mille Lacs will take all the scrap steel and the tires and feels that one vendor would be of benefit to the township rather than three vendors.  The item will be placed on the next town board agenda for a final decision.  
Schedule Town Board Meeting for February 5th Agenda Items – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule the town board meeting for the February 5, 2008 agenda items to February 11, 2008.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion of Oak Wilt Suppression Program – Add to the February 11, 2008 town board agenda when Supervisor Jeff Dotseth will be present.
Review Legality of Formation of Fire Department – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the issue and approve Troy Gilchrist to research the legality, and have his opinion at the February 11, 2008 town board meeting.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Purchasing/Selling Baldwin Historical Sketch Books – Herb Murphy has been working on a Baldwin historical book for several years.  He wondered if Baldwin Township would be willing to underwrite 15 copies.  Lawrence said he would consult with the attorney regarding making the book a gift.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jim Oliver to purchase 50 books at a cost of approximately $500 - $600, and then offer 18 books back to Murphy at cost.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Murphy was commended for his work and dedication.
Discuss Landfill Abatement Legacy Grant Application – Bryan Lawrence reported that there is $609,400 available to Baldwin.  He wants the board to think about what they would like to apply the grant to. 
Approve/Disapprove Becoming a Member of the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce & Advertise in Community Guide – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table until the February 11, 2008 town board meeting so that the attorney can be consulted.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Sherburne County Ordinances #152, 153 & 155 – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Sherburne County Ordinance #152, Amendment to the Sherburne County Subdivision Ordinance.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve Sherburne County Ordinance #153, Amendment to the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.  
A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to have the township attorney review Sherburne County Ordinance #155, Amendment to the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance at the February 11, 2008 town board meeting.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Appoint Election Judges for March Township Election – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table appointment until the February 11, 2008 town board meeting.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Review/Approve Annual Meeting Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the annual meeting agenda.  Motion carried.
Schedule Board of Audit Meeting – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to schedule the Board of Audit meeting on February 11, 2008 if possible, or February 25, 2008 one half hour after the fire chief interview.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Schedule Board of Canvass Meeting – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule the Board of Canvass meeting on Thursday, March 13, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Forum for Candidates to use the Town Hall – The clerk will have the town hall open for absentee voting on March 8, 2008 from 10:00 to noon.  The forum for candidates could be held on the same day from 1:00 to 3:00 as long as it doesn’t conflict legally.  Lester Kriesel will be available to open the town hall.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve allowing the residents to have a forum on the afternoon of March 8th, or another date if not legally possible.  On the vote: Ayes 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Jim Oliver said the OSHA consultation is scheduled for March 7, 2008 at 8:00 a.m.  This is a free service by the state.  
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment -  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve payment of the bills from check number 12474 to 12544 totaling $30,025.51.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment - A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:46 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes – 4; Nays – 0.  The motion carried unanimously.
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