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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
July 11, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of July 11, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Added under ‘Other Business’ by Jeff Dotseth is the item of an outside American flag.  Added to ‘Old Business’ by Bryan Lawrence is the clarification of capital investments items that were approved.  

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

June Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $206,799.01, disbursements of $110,045.74, check numbers 9886 – 9976, leaving a balance of $347,402.48.  Lester Kriesel questioned the billing from Princeton Election, and the disconnection of the Young property service.  All they had to do was snip the wires.  Kriesel will contact Princeton Electric about the bill.  The June final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.
July Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $123,614.82, disbursements of $64,672.65, check numbers 9977 – 10034, leaving a balance of $406,547.37.  The July preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.
Sheriff’s Report (if present) – Not present.  
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the consent agenda as follows:

· Approve the Town Board Meeting minutes of June 6, 2005;

· Approve the Town Board Meeting minutes of June 7, 2005;

· Approve the Town Board Meeting minutes of June 21, 2005; and

· Approve the Town Board Meeting minutes of June 23, 2005.

Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding the June 23, 2005 minutes.  The above motion carried with the June 23, 2005 Town Board meeting minutes pulled out.  

Under ‘item 6’ of the June 23, 2005 Town Board meeting minutes (Tom Miller Update) Eleanor Rittenour wants the word ‘claims’ added as “He claims he has mold in his basement and he does not know if he has mold in his house”.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the June 23, 2005 Town Board minutes with addition.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Herb Murphy mentioned that the grass in the ditches is getting long, and it needs to be mowed.  A rental mower has been scheduled, and should be here at the latest next week.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that none of the work has been started on the roads. He said that he would check on the class 5 at the Laylak Addition that was put down by Essig Construction.  Essig quoted a 4- inch base.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that Lester talk to Rick Johnson and get a schedule for the work that he has outstanding. Terry Carlile said that the week of July 11 the road schedule was for Fox Ridge and 125 ½ Street.  He further stated that 277th Avenue and 285th Avenue would be started in 2-3 weeks.  Carlile stated that an emergency project that needs to be completed is the 288th Avenue shoulder rebuild 
Graveling and grading of Elk Lake Estates was taken care of on July 7th by Essig Construction.  The Kursman property in Deer Trail has a problem with the culvert.  The culvert to the south is higher than the other culvert that has been cleaned out.  Jess Hall asked if anyone has asked Bogart Pederson why that culvert was placed higher.  Carlile responded that he had talked to Bogart, but had not gotten an answer.  Carlile suggested that three feet of path should be taken out since the culvert can’t be moved on 125th Street.  On July 11th West Branch Construction cleaned out the south 70 feet at the area.  The remaining projects are:  three sinkholes in Deerwood Acres, one sinkhole in Woodland Acres, and three sinkholes in Oak Grove Acres.  The cost to repair the sinkholes is approximately $28,000 or $4,000 per sinkhole.  West Branch Construction has been told that this is not a priority right now.  Both 285thAvenue and Birch Acres have been approved.  

Jess Hall reported on a meeting with Terry Herman, John Oliver & Associates.  Herman seems to think that a 12” storm sewer pipe is needed in Birch Acres.  Herman recommends the pipe be run and install a catch basis, then run into the lake.  The major difference between what Herman and Rick Johnson, West Branch Construction, propose is that Herman does not think it is a good plan for the pipe to go down the side of the road and then into the lake.  Herman thinks that major drainage issues can best be handled on the surface.  Lawrence suggested that Carlile and Kriesel talk to Johnson to get the projects going.

Kriesel reported that the Township is making progress on the headwalls.

Discuss/Approve Next Steps for Culvert Issue on 313th Avenue – The July 1st deadline has passed that was given to Trent’s Auto for him to place a culvert under his driveway on 313th Avenue.  Since there has been no action taken, it was discussed that a personal visit may be appropriate.  Carlile has tried to meet Trent Synder about six times.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth meet with Synder.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that there were eight medical, two personal injury motor vehicle accidents, one car fire and one community service call.  He reported that there are 25 people participating in the dive team, and that 6 are from Baldwin Township.  The new rescue vehicle is in service, and that the old rescue vehicle will be the dive vehicle.  The Baldwin Fireman’s Dance is set for July 16th.  

Asked about an update on the cell phone tower, Bennett said that he had talked to St. Cloud Wireless and said it was not the intent for the Township to own the tower.  They do say that it is really a “boilerplate” agreement, and the Fire Department would hate to lose the tower.  Dotseth asked if they would be comfortable having a representative from St. Cloud Wireless talk to the township attorney.  Bennett said that it would be a minimum of a $20,000 investment for the fire department to upgrade their system without using the cell phone tower.  Other towers in the area are county operations, and the Sherburne County radio station tower may have interference.  The two different options are height and a repeater.  It was asked how high of an antennae would have to be installed if the Township did not go with the cell tower, and how much of a cost.  It was thought it would cost approximately $21,000.  Bennett said that the Township could not make money by selling space on a regular tower.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to have the township attorney discuss the options with St. Cloud Wireless for one-half hour.  Motion carried.

Kriesel reported that the home on the Young property would be ready to burn once the pump is gone.  

Park Committee Report – The committee members are checking on prices of picnic tables, etc. for the Town Hall Park.  The committee is checking with the County on the wetland delineation on the Young property.  Bryan Lawrence would like to set a joint meeting with the Town Board and the Park Committee for September.  Dave Patten has not yet been able to inspect the old school house on the Jensen property.  

Discuss Livonia Ordinance #700 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel for the Township to schedule a meeting with Sherburne County Administrator Brian Benson and/or Sherburne County Zoning Administrator Nancy Riddle to voice concerns regarding park dedication fees.  Motion carried.

Park Committee Presentation Regarding Town Hall Park – No action taken.  There is a question regarding grading, and West Branch Construction is waiting to determine where the expansion of the maintenance building is going.

Review/Approve/Disapprove Quote for 24’x32’ Building (In Lieu of Moving Building from Young Property) – Lester Kriesel stated that reason he obtained the quote from Latcham was to show that the cost of the building would compare to the cost of moving the old building from the Young property.  No further action taken.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – It was reported that there was no Baldwin Township issues on the agenda.
Approve/Disapprove Resolution #2005-04, Changing Precinct 2 Polling Location – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to table.  Motion carried.

Capital Investment – Bryan Lawrence said that the majority of the Town Board had approved the capital investment and road projects that were listed at the June 23rd Town Board special meeting.  The Township has bought a lawn mover and truck and is looking at a new pickup truck.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the sweeper and tool box was taken off the capital investment list.  Lawrence questioned if all the other items that were listed on the capital investment list was to be invested in this year.  The Town Board replied ‘yes’.  Rittenour stated that the goal is to get done with every item on the list by January 2006.  
Kriesel handed out pictures of a tractor with loader and mower with a cost of $37,800.   There was discussion about the approval of a utility tractor.  Carlile said that he would like to try something out before buying anything.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to rent a mower with the cost not to exceed what Doyle Equipment would charge as long as they get it here next week.  Dotseth withdrew the motion.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to table any further discussion until the July 12, 2005 Town Board meeting.  
Miller Property – Terry Herman, John Oliver & Associates, stated that he is of the opinion that the development, Miller Ponds, is adding very little to Tom Miller’s apparent groundwater problem.  The problem is the groundwater.  Regardless of what the Township does regarding the drainage issue, it will not solve Miller’s problem.  The only way to know for sure is to put down piezometers, and put 2 –3 between the pond and the house.  This would determine where the groundwater is.  Herman said that the County has piezometers.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Accept Petition for Removal of a Subordinate Service District, Birch Acres - Tabled until the August Town Board meeting as the petitioner was not present.

Raffle License, First Love Fellowship – Kevin Carlstrom from the fund raising committee of First Love Fellowship approached the Baldwin Town Board concerning a raffle license.  He said the IRS does consider First Love tax exempt.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve a raffle license for First Love Fellowship.  Jeff Dotseth abstained.  Motion carried.

Discuss Fireworks Ordinance – It was discussed that fireworks disturbs animals.  Fireworks are newly legal in the state.  Bryan Lawrence said that there may be a need to determine whether the fireworks are legal or illegal and it will be more of a concern as the Township becomes more densely populated.  Jeff Dotseth felt that this was more of an enforcement issue.  If the fireworks are illegal, the sheriff should be contacted.  Eleanor Rittenour commented that she didn’t expect any action to be taken, but wanted it noted that more complaints might be coming in.

Approve/Disapprove Purchasing CD’s with Cemetery Funds – Lester Kriesel discussed purchasing a $15,000 CD with cemetery funds for the perpetual care of the cemetery.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the purchase of a CD with cemetery funds.  Motion carried. 
Authorize Ehlers & Associates to Solicit Bids for Financing for Expansion of Maintenance Building and Town Hall Improvements – There was discussion about asking another entity to solicit bids.  The cost would be $2500 for a bond attorney and $2500 for Ehlers & Associates.  A motion was made by Lester and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to authorize the Township staff to work with Ehlers & Associates to solicit bids for financing for the expansion of the maintenance building and town hall improvements.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Township Attorney Reviewing Developers Agreements – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the township attorney’s reviewal of the developers’ agreements limited to one hour for review and recommend changes.  Bryan Lawrence made a motion to disapprove.  In favor of not sending were Lester Kriesel, Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence.  In favor of sending was Jeff Dotseth and Jess Hall.  Motion failed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Clerk – Request Vacation Days: Monday, July 25th & Friday, July 29th – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the Clerk’s request for vacation days of Monday July 25th and Friday, July 29th.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Flag Outside Town Hall – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to purchase and fly a flag on an everyday basis lit at night.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Appreciation - Since a lot of time is devoted by the firefighters without compensation, there was discussion about the possibility of paying a bonus as an extra payment to the Relief Association.  A motion was made by Jess Hall to contribute $5,000 to the Fire Relief Fund.  Jeff Dotseth wanted the assurance that this contribution would be legal.  Motion failed as there was no second.  There was discussion regarding an appreciation dinner as a gesture.  This item will be added to the August agenda.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the bills from check number 9977 – 10034 for payment totaling $64,672.65.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Terry Carlile, Richard Anderson, Mark Bennett, Dave Patten, Kevin Carlstrom
