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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

March 7, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular monthly meeting of March 7, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall added under Announcements: ‘Letter regarding Brian Benson who is being nominated city/county management manager of the year’.  

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approval the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

February Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasure reported receipts of $37,403.31, disbursements of $71,148.34, check numbers 9548 – 9646, leaving a balance of $337,949.65.  The February final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

March Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $5,731.25, disbursements of $22,456.12, check numbers 9647 – 9685, leaving a balance of $321,659.82.  

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve:

1. The Town Board Special Meeting Minutes of January 27, 2005;

2. The Town Board Special Meeting l Minutes of February 3, 2005;

3. The Town Board Regular Meeting Minutes of February 7, 2005;

4. The Town Board Regular Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2005;

5. The Town Board Special Meeting Minutes of February 17, 2005;

6. The Town Board Special Meeting Minutes of February 23, 2005; and

7. The Town Board ‘Board of Audit’ Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2005.

Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel talked about signs being installed on the Kermit Young property.  According to Young the carpet in the home belongs to Jeff Holmes who would like permission to bring in a dumpster to dispose of it.  Young has indicated an interest to go out to the property one more time; therefore, nothing will be done with ridding the property of items until Young indicates to do so.

Fire Department Report – Chief Mark Bennett reported to the Town Board that there were a total of 12 calls in the month of February 2005.  The kitchen cabinets have been installed and the countertops will be installed soon.  The firefighters have been training through the county under a new program.  The first group of firefighters has started rescue diving.  Jess Hall gave Bennett information on a standby generator system.  According to Bennett the cell tower company is still pursuing the department to install a tower, although there is concern with the possibility of a new town hall being located south of the fire station.  There has to be a 100-foot fall radius.  The terms are that it would be a 10-year lease; with the tower sitting on the southeast corner from the fire station.  The tower would be 180 – 190 feet high.  Hall said that he didn’t think it would interfere with any new building and it would be helpful to obtain a site drawing.  Bennett thought that the tower company could draw up more concrete plans.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported to the Baldwin Town Board that Sue Hix has resigned from the Park Committee.  The Park Committee feels that Hix resigned because the Town Board is thinking about moving the current town hall park over to the Kermit Young property.  Kriesel indicated that perhaps it would cost approximately $90,000 for a town hall park.  A man from Spencer Brook Township told Kriesel that he would be interested in seeing the 80 acre Young property be made into a car/four-wheeler area.  It was suggested that ideas and figures be complied for the Town Board to view so direction could be given to the Park Committee.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall attended the last county planning and zoning meeting, although there was nothing from Baldwin on the agenda.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to send a letter to Sue Hix and Gregg Nordwall in appreciation of their time.  Motion carried.

Discuss/Comment on Possible Changes in Platting Requirements Regarding Water Table Separation (Tabled from February 8, 2005 Town Board meeting) – Jeff Dotseth indicated that he would like to get more information.  Jon Bogart cautioned to make sure there is enough testing and enough enforcement, which would have to done at the county level; and felt it possible enough ordinances could be drawn up to ensure enforcement.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to go to one-foot separation.  The motion was amended by Jeff Dotseth to include going with the proper checks and balances to ensure proper engineering testing is put into place.  Bryan Lawrence seconded the amendment.  Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall are not in favor of the amendment.  Jeff Dotseth, Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence in favor of the amendment.  The amendment passed.

There was lengthy discussion on the main motion between Jack Gracik, Dan Howard and Jon Bogart regarding water table separation.  The state requires a one-foot separation for septic systems.  Lawrence maintained that a one-foot separation in mottled soil is different than a one-foot separation from the water table.  After a call for the motion, Lester Kriesel, Eleanor Rittenour and Jess Hall were not in favor.  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour for the Town Board to support the 3 – foot separation.  Motion carried 3 –2 with Dotseth and Lawrence opposed.

Sheriff’s Report – There were 120 calls for the month of February.  Lester Kriesel asked if there could be more patrol by the officers in the area of the abandoned house on the Young 80 acre property west of the cemetery.  The deputy will make the other officers aware of it.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve Renewal of Charitable Gambling, Finish Line Café – Jon Anderman, a representative for the Mystic Riders, requested a resolution in support of renewing a permit for pull-tabs at the Finish Line Café.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve.  A copy of the disbursements and applications for donations were requested.  Motion carried.

Discuss/Comment on County’s Proposed Alternative Standard Plat & Open Space Standard Plat Requirements (Comments Requested by 4/1/05) – After considerable discussion, a motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table for further review.  Motion carried.

Schedule Oath of Office & Reorganization Meeting – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule the Oath of Office and Reorganization meeting for Friday March 18, 2005 at 8:30 a.m.  Motion carried.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:
Machine Shop, Section 19 – A request for a conditional use permit for a home business in an accessory building, namely a machine shop, was made by Jim and Vicki Benson.  The property is located on County Road 1, ¾ mile north of County Road 9.  There will be one full time and one part time employee.  With the condition that no large semis will be coming in and out.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve with the following comment: 1) Should be reviewed annually.  Motion carried.

Riding Stable, Section 11 – Robert and Valerie Gordon applied for a conditional use permit for a riding stable.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve with the following comment: 1) Subject to annual review.  Motion carried.
PLATS:
Lake Ridge Meadows, Section 30, Final Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Lake Ridge Meadows, Section 30, Final Plat by Thousand Acres Development with the following comment: 1) Subject to any engineering requirements!  Motion carried.

Rum River Bluffs, Section 2, Preliminary Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Rum River Bluffs, Section 2, Preliminary Plat by Thousand Acres Development with the following comment: 1) Make engineering changes as recommended.  Motion carried.

Nordwall Estates Phase 2, Section 29, Final Plat – A motion was made Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Nordwall Estates Phase 2, Section 29, Final Plat by Nordwall Estates, Inc. with the following comments: 1) Approval subject to meeting engineer comments; and 2) Township needs to address a cul-de-sac issue with road intersection.  Motion carried.  

Lencioni Estates, Request to Release Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the request to release

 the letter of credit for Lencioni Estates.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Nomination of Brian Benson – Jess Hall read a memo from Donna Primus.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to send a letter from the Town Board in support of the nomination of Brian Benson.  Motion carried.

Bryan Lawrence will not be able to attend the March 10th Board of Canvass meeting.

The MAT Short Course will be held at the St. Cloud Holiday Inn on Monday, March 21.

The Sherburne County Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan Draft Open House will be held Tuesday March 22, 2005 at the Palmer Town Hall or Thursday March 24, 2005 at the Livonia Town Hall.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the payment of the bills totaling $22,456.12, checks numbered 9647 through 9685.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to provide coffee, lemonade and cookies for the Annual Meeting.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:32 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Jon Bogart, James Benson, Vicki Benson, John Anderman, Charles Peterson, Jack Gracik, Bob Gordon, Val Gordon, Dan Howard, Gregg Nordwall

